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PREFACE

Othing ought 20 give us fo great a dif-
N tafle for writing, as the mulitude of
books with which Europe is overwhelmed. The
abufe of the ingenious invention of printing
eternizes our folly, and will furnifb pofierity
| wwith the means of forming a fevere judgment
on our irifling. performances. It feems, in-
deed, as if we bad exbaufted cvery fubjeft, from
the cedar to the byfop.  Perbaps three bun-
dred, perbaps even a thoufand authors, bove
cerote memoirs and fragments of the bifory of
France. There is not a republic, lel it beever
Jo fmall, of which a large bifiory bas not been
compofed. . We bave even done honour to in-
[eés, ond bave confecrated to them eight buge
volumes in quarto, whofe bindings at leaft
will ferve 10 adam the Izbrarres of the curious:
s Ta | There



PREFACE

Thereis nota reproach, fromthe politeft thai can
be uttered, up to the groffoft invetlives, of which
moft ample collections have not been formed.
What literary quirrels bas envy extited among ft
the learned | It muft be acknowledged that our
age is highly commendable in being fo labo-
rioufly employed for the inftruction of the bu-
man race. Can-it be imagined that o man
who akes fuch rveflections would ever write 2
However, this phrenzy, this epidemical mala-
dy bas made me publijb a book. Let us difiruft
ourfelves s we are made fopbifts by our paffions:
Au evil geniys, or fome demon, bas put me in
mind, that the hiftory of Brandenburg bas ne-
wer yet appeared in print,  This is the enthu-
Siafin which bas poffeffed my imagination, I
afked and obtained the permiffion of infiructing
myfelf in the royal archives 5 my inguiries bave
“furnifbed me with other belps; and bere I am
become an author in fpite of myfelf. The en-
tertainment 1 found in my clofet rendering me
Jedentary, one of my friends demanded the rea-
fonof this retreat, and preffed me fo frongly,
that I was obliged to confefs it.  Heread this
’ effay,
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effay, and confirained me to offer it to the Roya)
Academy of [ciences.

1 can warrant the authenticity of the fadls
snentioned in this little work. The archives,
the chronicles, and fome authors who have
wrote on thefe fubjects, are the fources from
whence I bave drawn them. An architect of
greater abilities than myfelf ought to bave bad
the management of 1hefe materials 3 and the
work itfelf fbould bave been fubmitted 10 the
Jjudgment of a perfon lefs inclined to encourage
thofe who labour for the feiences than Mr,
Moo It is the reader who muft judse
of my work 3 my felf-love bas not fo far blind-
ed me, as to perfuade me, that 1 make bim a
valuable prefent,






MEMOIRS

OF THE

Houfe of Brandenburg.

THE Houfe of Brandenburg, or ra-
ther that of Hohenzollern, is fo an~
cient, that its original is loft in the
darknefs of antiquity. T might, indeed, re-
late the fables or the conjeftures that have
been formed on its extraion: but fables
ought not to be prefented to the public in
this judicious and learned age. It is of litde
importance that genealogifts make it defcend
from the houfe of Colonna, and that, by a
grofs miftake, they confound the feeptre in
the arms of the family of Brandenburg with
the column which that Italian houfe bears in
its efcutcheons: in fhort, of little importance
is it, that the counts of Hohenzollern are
made to defcend from Witikind, from the

A . Guclphs,
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‘Guelplis, ‘or from any.other houfe ; mankind;
I think, are all of a race equally ancient. Af-
ter all, the refearches of a genealogift, or the
labours of the learned, who inveftigate the ety-
mology of words, age things of fo{mall and
trifling a nature, as to be beneath.the notice of
men of fenfe, We ought to have remark-
able falls, and objells, capable of fixing the
attention of reafonable beings,
1 fhall not then lofe my time in puzzling my
brain with refearches, asfrivolous as unufeful.
T assiLLo,who lived about the year.800, is
the firft count of Hobenzollern known in hif-
tory. His defcendants were Danco, Rodolph 1.
: Otho, Wolfgang, Frederick I. Frederick 11,
Frederick 111, Burchard, Frederick1V.Rodolph
IL. concerning whom little more than their bare
pames has been tranfmitted to pofterity, Con-
rad, who lived towards the year 1200, is the firft
burgraveof Nurenberg,mentioned in hiftory. His
fucceflors were Frederick L. in 1216, Conrad IT.
in 1260, Frederick II. in 1270. We find that
Frederick III. inherited from his brother in law,
the duke of Meran, the lordthips of Bareith
and Cadelfburg, He was fucceeded by John L.
in 1298, and the Jatter by Frederick IV. in

]332,: "
T ais.
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T uisburgrave did very great fervices to the
emperors Albert, Henry VIL and Lewis of
Bavaria, in'the wars between them -and Frede~
fick of Auftria.” The burgrave beat the arch+
duke, took him prifoner, and delivered him up
to'the emperor; and this prince, in return,
made the burgrave a prefentof all the prifoners
he ‘had ‘taken from the Auftrians. Frederick
IV. fet them at liberty, on condition that they
fhould pay him homage for their lands: and
this is the origin of the right of vaffalage, which
the margraves of Franconia preferve fll in
Auftria.

‘TrE fucceflors of Frederick IV. were Con-
rad IV. 'in 1334, JobnlIL in 1357, Albert
VI. furnamed the Handfome,in 1361, and Al-
bert’s nephew, Frederick V. whom the empe-
ror Charles IV. declared prince of the empire
‘in 1363, at the diet of Nurenberg, and like-
wife-appointed his commiffary.

Freperrck V. divided the lands of hisbur-
graviate, i the'year 1420, between his two
fons, JohnIlI.and Frederick V1. but John 1I1.
dying without iffue, the whale paternal fuccéi-—
fion fell to Frederick VI.

In'the year/ 1408, this: priice marched bis
army.- into the territories of 'the city’ of ‘Roth-

A2 weily
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weil, which had been put under the ban of the
empire, where he demolithed feveral caftles.
In 1410, he took poffeflion of the government
of the Marck, which had been conferred upon
him by the emperor Sigifmund.

As the late ele&ors of Brandenburg had not
refided in the Marck, the nobility embraced
this opportunity to revolt, and become inde-
pendent.  The new governor joined his forces
with the dukes of Pomerania, and fought a
moft bloody battle againft the rebels near Zof-

" fen. He gained a complete vi€ory, and de-
molifhed fome of the forts, which ferved them
for places of retreat ; but he could not entire-
1y fubdue the faniily of Kuitzow, till he had
taken from them twenty-four caftles, which
were all in a ftate of defence.

WE are now come to a memorable 2ra of
the hiftory of the houfe of Hohenzollern ; but
as we find it tranfplanted, as it were, into a new
country, it will be proper to give fome account
of the origin and government of Brandenburg.

TaEe provinces which then compofed the
eletorate of Brandenburg,were the old Marck,
the middle Marck, the new Marck, the Uck-
raine Marck, Pregnitz, the county of Ruppin,
Croflen, Cotbus, Beflekaw, and Storkaw. The

word
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word miargraviate originally fignifies. the go~
vernment of frontiers.

T rE Romans were the firft who effablithed
governors in that country, which they bad con~
quered from the Suevi. . Yet ’tis obferved, that
they never palled the Elbe. It feems, accord-
ing to Tacitus, that the brave and warlike fpi-
rit of thofe people preferved them from being
enflaved. The Suevi, as well as the Romans,
were afterwards driven out by the Vandzls, the
Henctti, the Saxonsand the Franks, and Char=~
lemain found it very difficult to fubdue them-
in 780, Margraves, however, wcre not efla~
blifhed in this country till the year 9z7, when
Hensy the Fowler appointed governors of that
name, to bridle thofe people who were inclined
to revolt, and to overawe the inhabitants of the
neighbouring provinces, who exercifed their
roving valour in continual inroads and depreda-
tions.  Sifroi, brother in law to the emperor
Henry the Fowlerywas, according to Enzelt, the
firft margrave of Brandenburg, in the year 927.
Under his adminiftration it was, that the bi-
fhepricks of Brandenburg, Mifnia, Camin, and
Havelberg, were founded; but that of Magde~
burg was founded by the emperor Otho.

HisTor1ANs generally reckon fix different
lines of the margraves of Brandenburg from Si~

A froi
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froi down to our tithe; namely, tha€of the
Saxons, of the counts of Stade, of the houfe of
Anbalt, of Bavaria, of Luxemburg, and, in
fine that of Hohenzollern, which ftill fubfifts.!
Unper the adminiffration of the ancient
margraves, a king of the Vandals, by name
Mlﬁevo_)us, laid the Marcks entirely wafte,
and drove away the governors, The country
was recovered again by the emperor Henry 1L
the barbarians were overthrown, and Mifte-
vojus, with fix thoufand men, was flain. - Not-
withftanding . this fuccefs, the margraves en-
joyed no reft; for they were continually at
war with the Vandals and other barbarous na-
tions, with various fuccefs ; nor was their
power quite fectled till under Albert tbe Bear,
the firft of the Anhalt line, which. was the
third of the margraves. The emperor, Con-
rad I, raifed him to the margraviate, and the
emperor Frederick Barbaroffa to the “eleStoral
dignity, towards the year 1100, Pg‘imiﬂaus,
prince of the Vandals, who had no.iffue of his
own, conceived fo great a liking to Albert tbe
Bear, as to leave him by his will the middle
Marck, : in _the. year 1142, This eleCtor
was,” at -that time, mafter of the old and
middle Marck, of upper Satonys the country
y of
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of Anhalt, and part of Lufatia. = With regard
to the princes of the Anhalt line, neither hif-
tory, nor records, afford us the leaft light con-
cerning their tranfalions. | It is known, that
this line became extin& in 1332, by the death
of Woldemar 11.. . The then reigning empe-
ror Lewis of Bavaria, Jooking upon the Marck
as a fief devolved to the empire, gave itto his
fon Lewis, who was the firft of the fourth line.
This eleCtor had threé different wars to main-
tain 5 one with the dukes of Pomerania, who
had invaded the Uckraine Marck; the fecond
with the Poles, who :ravaged the county of
Sternberg ; and the third againft an impoftor,
who, by perfonating Woldemar, brother to the
laft eleftor of the houfe of Anhalt, had formed
4 party,and made himfelf mafter of fome towns,
but was at length defeated. This pretender
was the fon of a miller at Belitz.

Lewis the Roman * fucceeded his brother ;
and'dying, like him, without iflue,was fucceeded
by his third brother, Otho.  This prince was
fo mean-fpirited, that, after the death of the
emperor his father, he fold the eleétorate, in
1370, for two hundred thoufland florins, to the
emperor Charles IV. of the houfe of Luxem-

# So called, becaufe he was born at Rome. 3 J

X A 4 burg,-
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‘burg, who did not even pay him that fmall
fom.  Charles IV. gave the Marck to his fon
Wenceflaus, who wanted to incorporate it with
his kingdom of Bohemia.

S161sMUND, the third ele€or of the houfe of
Luxemburg, being in want of money, fold the
new Marck to the Teutonick Order, in r402.
That Order had been poffeffed of this province
once before, after conquering it from the eleCtor
John; it had been redeemed by Otho zhe
Long 5 and now it was alienated again by Si-
gifmund of Luxemburg. The ele€or Jodo-
cus, of the fame family, poifoned his brother
Procopius.  This prince reigned twenty-four
years 3 but afpiring after the imperial crown,
he fold the whote eleCtorate to William duke
of Mifia for four hundred thoufand florins.
"This duke had not been in poffeflion of the
Marck above a year, when it was redeemed by
the emperor Sigifmund.

T 11s extraordinary cuftom, which fo great-
Iy prevailed in that age, of buying and felling,
different territories, is an evident proof of the
barbaroufnefs of thofe days, and of the mife-
rable fituation thefe provinces were in, which
were fold fo very cheap. The emperor Si-
gifmund made Frederick VI. who was bur-

grave of Nurenberg, governour-or margrave
of
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of Brandenburg; and ’tis with this prmce we
propofe to commence our hiftory.

FREDERICKI

It was in the year 1415, that the emperor
conferred the eletoral dignity, and the office
of great chamberlain of the empire on Fre~
derick I. and at the fame time made him a
prefent of the country of Brandenburg. This
prince received the inveftiture from the hands
of his benefadlor, at the diet of Conftance, in
1417. He was in poffeflion then of the old
and middle Marck ; but the Uckraine Marck
having been ufurped by the dukes of Pomera-
nia, the eleétor declared war againft them, de-
feated thern at Angermund, and recovered a
province, which, from time immemorial, had
been incorporated with the Marck.

THE new Marck was ftill mortgaged, as we
have already obferved, to the Teutonic Or-~
der ; but the eleftor; defirous of enlarging his:
territories, took pofleffion of Sﬁxony; which
eleCtorate was then vacant by the death of the
Iaft eleGor of ‘the Anhalt line. This acquifi-
tion did not meet with the emperor’s approba-
tion,, who gave the inveftiture of it to the duke

A of
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‘of Mifnia ; upon which Frederick I. volunta:
rily defifted from his pretenfions.

THE eleCor made a teftamentary divifion of
his territoties among his children. His eldeft fon,
furnamed the Alchymiff, loft the eleCtorate for
having too clofely applied himfelf to the fearch
of the philofopher’s flone’; fohe gavehimVoigt~
dand ; to his fecond fon Frederick he bequeathed
the eleQorate ; the dutchies of Franconia to Al-
beért, furnamed the Achilles ; and the old Marck
to his fon Frederick, furnamed the Fat ; but, by
the death of the lattér, this province was reunit-
ed to the ele@orate of Brandenburg. In thofe
remote times they flill adhered to that principle
of natural equity; which feems to require, that
2 father fhould make am equal partition of his
fortune among his'children. ~ But it was after-
wards found, that the ruin of the great families
was owing to this cuftom of eftablithing a fet-
tlement for the younger brothers. . We fhall,
however, in the courfe of this hiftory, meet
with fome other inftances of the like divifions,
Frederick died in 1440:

FREDERICK I furnamed IRON-
 TOOTH.
Frederick II. was furnamed Jron-taoth, be-
caufe of his firength,. He fhould have been
) called
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“called the Magnanimous, for having refufed two
crowns ; that of Bohemia, which was offered
him by the pope, who wanted to get George
Podiebrad depofed ; and that to which he had
been invited by the Poles, which he declared he
would not accept, unlefs Cafimir, brother to
the late king Ladiflaus, refufed it.  The mag-
nanimity of this cle@or gained him the confi-
dence of nations ; infomuch that the ftates of
Lower Lufatia made a voluntary furrender of
their country to him. Lufatia was a fief of
Bohemia. George Podiebrad, unmindful of
the obligations he owed to Frederick II. at-
tacked Lufatia, and the Marck. But a treaty
was agreed upon between thefe two princes at
‘Guben, in 1462, by which the perpetual fove-
reignty of Cotbus, Peitz, Sommerfeld, Bober(-
berg, Storkaw, and Beflekaw, was yielded to
the ele€tor by the crown of Bohemia. - The
eleflor, who had no inclination to make unt
juft acquifitions, took care, however, to affert
his lawful rights.  Thus he'redeemed ¥ the
new Marck of the Teutoni¢ Order, to whom,
as I have already obferved, it had been mortt
gaged. ' Upon the deceafe of Otho III. the
Jaft duke of Stettin, which happened in 1464,

# In 1445, for 100,000 florins,

A6 the
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the elefor declared war againft the duke of
Wolgaft. His reafon was, becaufe Lewis of
Bavaria, eletor of Brandenburg, had made a
tréaty, in 1338, with the dukes of Pomerania;
whereby it was agreed, thatif their line {hould
come to be extinét, Pomerania thould revert
ta the eleCtorate. This treaty had been rati-
fied by the emperor. The difpute, however,
was determined by an agreement made in
3464, by which the duke of Wolgaft remain-
ed indeed.in poffeflion of the¢ dutchy of Stettin,
but became feudatory to the eleétor, and Po-
merania yielded him eveotual homage. In the
year 1469, Frederick IL reunited the county
of Wernigerode to the Marck, as a vacant fief,
taking the titles of duke of Pomerania, Meck-
lenburg,. Vandalia, Schwerin,. and. Roftock,
of which he had the expe@ancy.

THE fame difinterefted fpisit,. which made
him refufe two crowns,. indaced him to abdi~
cate the eleQorate in 1469, in favour of his
brother {urnamed Albert.2be Achilles ; for he had
no children. This prince,. who had always pro+
faffed the principles of -moderation, did not de~
viate from them on this occafion; for he re~
ferved to himfelf only a fmall penfion of fix
thouland forins, with which he fpent the re-

maindes-
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mainder of his days in philofophical retirement,
and died in the year 147 1, opprefled with in-
firmigies.

AL BERT, furnamed THE ACHILEES.

. ALBERT, furnamed the Ahilles and Ulyffes,
from his valour, was 57 years old at his bro-
ther’s abdication.” T'his prince had performed
his chief exploits, while he was only burgrave
of Nurenberg, As margrave of Bareith and
Anfpach, he declared war ‘againft Lewis zbe
RBearded, duke of Bavaria, and took him pri-
foner. He gained eight battles againft the
Nurenbergers, who had rebelled, and contefted
his rights of the burgraviate. He ventured
bravely his life in taking a ftandard from a gui-
don of this city, and fighting fingly againft fix~
tecn men, till his people came up to his affif-
tance. He made himfelf mafter of the town
of Greiffenberg, in the fame manner as Alex-
ander of the capital of the Oxydracz, by leap-
ing from the top of the walls into the town,
where he defended himfelf fingly againft the
inhabitants, till his troops forced the gates, and
refcued him from danger. The confidence
which the. emperor Frederick 11, had in him,

[} gained.
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gained him the dire@ion of almoft the whole
empire. -He commanded the imperial armies
againft Lewis tbe Rich, duke of Bavaria, and
againft Charles #be Bold, duke of Burgundy,
who htd laid fiege to Nuis ¥, but concluded a
peace by the interpofition of Albert. He gain-
ed the prize at feventeen tournaments, and
was never difmounted, '
| THESE combats feem to be of French oris
ginal. - Vety likely they were introduced into
that ;country by the Moors, .who over-run
Spain, together with their romantic gallantry.
We find in the hiftory of France, that they
were revived by one Godfrey de Preuilly,
who lived in the yeat 16060, And yet Charles
the Bald, who lived in 844, gave thefe enter-
tainments at Strafburg, upon receiving a vifit
from his broth¢r Lewis of Germany. This
cuftom was received in England as early as the
year 1174, and eftablifhed, in 1194, by king
Richard I, | We are informed by John Cans
tacuzenus, that thefe’ combats, which came
from, Gaul, were celebrated, in 1226, at the
marriage of Ann¢ of Savoy with the Greek em-
peror Andronicus Paleologus.  Numbets of
people loft their lives in thefe combats, when
they were carried to extremity, We read

e The town of Nuisis fituated in the eleQtorate of Cologn. §
3 in
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inHenry Chigfton, that there was 2 tournamerif
at Chalonisin 1274, occafioned by an inferview
between Edward king of England and the
duke of Chalons, when feveral Burgundian and
Englith gentlemen were killed upon the fpot.
Tournaments made their way into Germany
as early as the year 1136. It was ufual to fend
Yetters of defiance, in order to bring together
the champions of thofe combats.  Thefe were
nearly the contents, That fuch a prince being
weary of an effeminate idlenefs, defired the
combat, in order to exercife his valour, and to
fignalize his fkill in arms. They mentioned
likewile the time, the number of combatants,
the kind of arms, and the place where the tour-
nament was to be held ; and enjoined the van-
quifhed knights to give a golden bracelet to the
viftors, and a filver one to their fhield-bearers.
‘Thefe fatal entertainments met with oppofition
from the popes; for Innccent II. in 1140,
and, after him, Eugene III. in the council_o;f
Lateran, in 1313, thundered out their anathe-
mas, excommunicating thofe who thould be
prefent at thofe combats. But, notwith{tarding
the fuperflition of thofe days, the popes were
unable to fupprefs this fatal cuftom ; a cuftom
encouraged by a miftaken point of honour, and

which
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which the prevailing brutality of manners made
ufe of as a thew and amufement agreeable to
the barbarity of the age that gave it birth. For,
fince thofe excommunications, hiftory makes
mention of the tournament of Charles VI. king
of France, at Cambray, in 1385 ; of that of
Francis. I. between Ardres and Guines, in
1520; and that, infine, at Paris, in 1559,
where Henry II. received a wound. in the eye
from a fplinter of count Montgomery’s lance,.
of which he died in eleven days.

W find therefore, that Albert the Achilles’s
great merit at that time, was his baving ob-
tained the prize at feventeen tournaments ; and
that, in thofe ignorant days, thcy fet as great a
value upon bodily ftrength, asin Homer's time,
"The fuperior knowledge of our age efteems on-
1y the accomplifiments of the mind, and thofe
virtues by which man raifes himfelf almoft a-
bove his frail condition, fubdues his paffions,
and becomes humane, generous, and benevo-
Jent.

ALBERT the Achilles reunited then his terri-
tones in Franconia to the eleGorate, by the ab-
dication of his brother in 1470. After he had
taken'the reins of government, he made a trea-
ty of confraternity, in 1473, with the houfes

of



(17)

of Saxony and Heffe, by which the fucceflion
of their dominions was regulated, in cafe any
one of their lines fhould come to be extinét.
In 1473, he fettled the fucceffion of his own
territories among his children, leaving the elece
torate to John called the Cicero 35 Bageith to his
fecond fon ; and, to the youngeft, Anfpach.
Albert at length refigned the ele&orate, in
1476, in favour of John the Cicero. His daugh-
ter Barbara, who was married to Henry duke
of Glogaw and Croffen, transferred the latter
dutchy to the houfe of Brandenburg. By her
marriage-contra& it was ftipulated, that, in
cafe duke Henry happened to die without iffue,
the ele€tor thould have a right of raifing annu-
ally fifty thoufand ducats on the dutchy of
Croffen.  The cafe happened ; and John the
Cicero took pofleflion of the town of Crof-
fen, and kept this acquifition. The third fon
of Albert Achilles, Frederick the Fat, margrave
of Anfpach, was grandfather to that Albert-
Frederick, who received the dutchy of Jagern-
dorft of the king of Bohemia, It will not be
amifs to obferve, upon this occafion, that this
duke George of Anfpach and Jagerndorff made
an agreement with the dukes of Oppelen and
Ratibor, by which the furvivors were to be

heirs
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Lieirs to thofe who died without iffue. Thefe
two dukes had no children, and George inhe-
rited the fucceflion of thefe dutchies.  After--
wards, Ferdinand, brother to Charles. V. and
heir to the kingdom of Bohemia, flripped the
margrave George of Oppelen and Ratibor,
promifing him the fum of one hundred and
thirty thoufand florins as an indemnity, which
was never.paid.

¥ 0 H N ibe CiceRo.

T HE natural eloquence of this prince gained
him the furname of Cicero. He reconciled
three kings, who laid claim to Silefia ; namely,
Ladiflaus of Bohemia, Cafimir of Poland, and
Matthias-of Hungary.  John Cicers, and the
elefor of Saxony, entered Silefia at the head of
fix thoufand horfe, declaring they would oppofe
any of thofe kings that would refufe to liften to
their terms of accommodation. It is recorded,
that, by the force of his eloquence, he medi-
ated an agreement between thofe princes, by
which Silefia and Lufatia were divided between
the kings of Bohemia and Hungary. I fhould
be glad to meet with other inftances of this
prmce ’s eloquence ; for, in this cafe, the fix

thoufand
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thoufand horfe appear to have been the ftfong-
cft argument. A prince, who is able to deter-
mine difputes by force of arms, is certainly a
great logician; he isa Hercules, whofe per-
fuafive force lies in his club.

Joun Cicero went to war with the dake of
Sagan, who had formed pretenfions upon the
dutchy of Croffen ; the eleftor defeated him
near this city, and took him prifoner. We may
form a judgment of the manners of thofe days
from this John duke of Sagan, who had the
cruelty to let a brother of his, with whom he
had quarrelled, perith with hunger. John
Cicero died in 1499, and left behind him two
fons; the eldeft was Joachim, who fucceeded
him in the ele&orate ; the fecond Albert, who
was afterwards chofen ele@or of Mentz, and
archbifhop of Magdeburg.

JOACHIMT. furnamed NEsTOR.

Tuis prince had the furname of Nzffor gi-
ven him, . in the fame manner as Lewis XIII,
that of the Fuft; that is, without any reafon
we know of. © He was only fixteen years old,
when he came to the ele€torate. The county
of Ruppin becoming vacant by the death of

Wich-
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Wichman count of Lindaw, the ele&tor re~
united this fief to the Marck. He died in 1532,
leaving two fons behind him, namely, Joa-
chim his fucceflor, and the margrave John, to
whom he bequeathed the new Marck, Croffen,
Sternberg; and Storkaw. .

FOo4CHIM I

It feems it was in Joachim II.’s time, that
the ridiculous cuftom was laid afide of giving
furnames to princes. That which was beltowed
upon his father. had fucceeded fo ill, that it be-
came rather a nickname than an appellation of
renown. ‘The flattery of courtiers, after ex-
haufling the comparifons of antiquity, turned
itfelf undoubtedly another way ; and it is to
be believed, that the vanity of princes loft mo-
thing by the change.

JoacHIM, as we have juft now obferved,
fucceeded his father in the eleftorate, and em-
braced the dorine of Luther in 1539. The
circumftances which gave rife to this revolu-
tion are not known ; this however is certain,
that his courtiers, and the bifhop of Branden-
burg followed his example.

A
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A new religion which ftarted up of a fud-
den, a religion which has divided Europe,
changed the nature of poffeflions, and pro-
duced even new fyftems of politics, deferves our
attention for a few moments, to confider the
progrefs it made, and by what fprings it pro~
duced fuch fudden revolutions in the greateft
ftates.

As early as the year 1400, John Hufs be-
gan to preach his new docrine in Bohemia ;
which, ftri&ly fpeaking, was that of the Vau-
dois; and of Wickliff, whofe opinions he had
embraced. Hufs was burnt at the council of
Conftance *. His pretended martyrdom in-
flamed the zeal of his difciples ; the Bohemi-
ans, who were too dull a people to enter into
the fophiftical difputes of the Theologians, em-
braced this new fe& merely.from a fpirit of in-
dependence and mutiny, which is properly the
characteriftic of this nation. Thefe new. con~
verts fhook off the papal yoke, and made ufc
of the liberty of their confciences as a cloak to
cover the crime of their revolt, . Their party
was formidable as long as one Zifka was at
their head. This man obtained fome vi&ories
over the troops of Wenceflaus and Ottacarus,

® Io the year 3415, under Pope Joha XXTII,
kings
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kings of Bohemia; but, after his death, moft
of the Huffites were driven out of the king- .
dom 3 -and we do not find that Hufs’s dotrine
made any progrefs out of Bohemia.
I6NORANCE was at its higheft pitch'in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The clergy
had not even fo much as the fuperficial learning
of pedants; the diffolute andlicentious life of the
monks made all Europe callout for a reformation
of fo many abufes. The popes'abufed their au-
thority to a degree that was paft all bearing. Leo
X. made a trade of indulgences thro’ all chrif-
tendom, to colle&t the fums which he wanted
for the building of St. Petér’s church at Rome.
Some pretend, that this pope made a prefent'to
his fifter Cibo,  of the produce of thofe which
wereto be fold in Saxony. This cafual révenue
was leafed ‘out, and thofe firange farmers, thro’
avidity of gain, pitched vpon friars, and fuch
like mendicants, to colle&t very large fums ;
partof which was fquandered away by the com-
miffioners of the indilgences, in {candalous ex-
ceffes. " 'An inquifitor, wholfe name was Tet-
2zel, together with fome Dominicans, who had
acquitted themfelves very ill of this commiffion,
gave rife o the reformation. For Staupitz,
the vicar-general of the Augtin friarsy whofe
order
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order had been formerly in pofleffion of this
trade, gave directions to one of his friars, whofe
name was Luther, to preach again{t the indul-
gences. Luther had already, in the year 1516,
attacked the fchoolmen ; but now he ventured
to declaim more loudly againft thefe abufes, In
the heat of the difpute, he advanced fome other
doubtful propofitions,which he afterwardsmain-
tained, andfupported with new arguments, The
pope at length excommunicated him in 1520,
He had tafted the pleafure of fpeaking his fenti~
ments freely ; he gave himfelf up to it after-
wards without referve, flung off his habit, and
married Catharine Bore in 1525, after having
brought over a great many princes to his par-
ty, to. whom the fpoils of the church lands were
a tempting bait. The eleflor of Saxony was
the firft who embraced thisnew fect, which was
afterwards adopted by the Palatinate, the coun-~
tries of Hefle, Hanover, Brandenburg, Suabia,
part of Auftria, Bohemia, and Hungary, all
Silefia, and the North. = Itsitenets are fo well
known, that it is needlefs here to relate them.!
Soon after, viz. in 1533, Calvin appeared

in France. This man’s new fcheme of religion
was owing to the impreflions he had received
-from cne Wolmar, a German Lutheran, with
whom
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whom he had got acquainted at Bourges.
Notwithftanding the prote&tion granted byMar-
garet queen of Navarre to this new doétrine,
Calvin was feveral times obliged to quit France.
He had made the greateft number of profelytes
at Poitiers. This reformer, who was thorough-
ly acquainted with the genius of his country-
men, knew that they were eafier perfuaded by
fongs than arguments; for which reafon he
compofed a ballad, the burthen of which was,
O monks! O monks ! you muft all be married * ;
and it met with furprifing fuccefs. Calvin
retired to Bafil, where he printed his Inftitutes ;
after which he made a convert of the dutchefs
of Ferrara, daughter to Lewis XII. In 1532,
he brought the city of Geneva intirely over te
his opinions, and there he burnt Michael Ser-
vetus,who had declared againft him. Tho’ the
reformed religion was never entirely tolerated
in France, yet the civil wars it occafioned,
had like to have ruined that kingdom. Henry
'VIII. eftablithed this new worfhip in England.
He bad received of Leo X. the title of Defen-
der of the faith for writing againft Luther ; but
falling in love with Anne Bullen, he wanted tor
® O tmoines | O moines] il faut vous marier,

See Moreri’s Di€tionary, under the article Cakvix.”
have
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have his marriage with Catharine of Arragon
diffolved ; and after folliciting Rome in vain,
he diffolved it at length by his own authority.
Clement VII. who fucceeded Leo X. was fo
imprudent as to excommunicate him- for mar-
rying Anne Bullen ; for which reafon Henry
fhook off the papal yoke in 1533. and de-
clared himfelf head of the church of England;
If we are therefore willing to reduce the caufes
of the reformation to fimple principles, we
fhall find that in Germany it was owing to the
love of gain, in England to that of 2 woman,™
in France to that of novelty, or perhaps of a
fong. We are not to imagine that either John
Hufs, Luther, or Calvin, were men of fupetior
- genius. It is with the chiefs of fedls, as with
ambafladors : men of ordinary abilities fucceed
often better in their negotiations, provided
they have advantageous conditions to offer.
The reign of fanatics and reformers was in the
ages of ignorance. But the human mind feems
to be cloyed at length with difputes and contro~
verfies. The theologians and metaphyficians
are now left to difpute by themfelves in the
fchools ; and fince in proteffant countries the
clergy have no.more te lofe, the broachers of

B new
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new [e&s “meet with a very indifferent recep-
tion. ‘
Tuz eledor _]'oachlm IL. gained then, by
the communion in ' both kinds, the bifhoprics
of Brandenburg, Havelberg, and Lebufs, Wthh
he incorporated with the Marck.

- He did.not enter into the confederacy which
the proteftant princes: made at Smalkald, in,
1535 but he preferved tranquillity in his domi-
nions, while' -Saxony, and ‘the neighbouring
provinces were laid wafte by the fword. The
religious war commenced in 1546, and ended
by the treaties of Paffaw and Augfburg.

« THE emperor Charles V. had put himfelf
at the head of -the catholic party. The illu-
ftrious, but unfortunate John Frederick, e-
le&or of Saxony, and Philip the Magnanimous,
landgrave of Hefle, were the chiefs of the pro--
teftants ; and thefe were defeated by the empe-
ror near Muhlburg in Saxony.  This prince,
and cardinal Granville, made ufe of a bafe ar-
tifice to deceive the landgrave of Hefle. Charles
V. thought himfelf authorized by the equivo-
cal phrafe of a fafe condud, to throw, the
landgrave into prifon, where he pafled a great
part of his life.. The ele€tor Joachim, who

bad guaranteed that fafe conduét, was fo greatly
provoked



(27)

provoked at this breach of faith, as to draw
his fword in a paffion againft the duke of
Alva*; but they were parted by the company.
The ele@or of Saxony was depofed, and the
¢letorate conferred by the ‘emperor upon
prince Maurice, who was of the Albertine
line. However, Joachim did not comply
with the emperor’s famous edi¢t, which was
called the interim.

THE emperor had given dire&ions to the
eletors of Sazony and Brandenburg to lay
fiege to Magdeburg. This city furrendered after
a fiege of fourteen months ; but the capitula-
tion was fo favourable to the inhabitants, that
the emperor with great relu@ancy confirmed
it. Thebifhop of Magdeburg being dead, the
canons chofe in his room Frederick, bithop of
Havelberg, fecond fon to the ele@or Joa-
chim ; and, after his deceafe, the ele@or had
credit enough to make them chufe his third
fon Sigifmund, who was a proteftant, It was .
this elector that built the fortrefs of Spandaw in
1555. The ingineer’s name was Giromela,
They muft indeed have been ftrangers in this
country to all manner of arts, to have recourfe
to Italy for the fmalleft trifles.  Margrave

* The emperor’s ambaffador at Beilin.

B2 Jobn,
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John, the ele@or’s brother, had Cuftrin forti-
fied at the fame time. Very likely it was a
fathion then to fortify towns; if they had a
right notion of the ufe that may be made of
them, there would have been no want of ingi~
neers.

Joacrim II, obtained in 1569. of his
brother-in-Jaw Sigifmund Auguftus, king of
Poland, the right of fucceeding to Albert Fre-
derick of. Brandenburg, duke of Prufiia, in
cafe the- latter died without iflue; and bound
himfelf by treaty to affift Poland with a certain.
number of troops, whenever it fhould be at-
tacked. This prince’s reign was. mild and.
peaceable 5 he was accufed of being liberal to
a.degrec of excefs ;. he died in 1571,

FYOHN GEORGE.

Joun GeorGe inherited the fame year
- the eletorate from his father Joachim II. and
the New Marck from his uncle ‘the margrave
John. As His reign was pacific, itcomes in
here only to conne& the thread of the hiftory.
Itisto be obferved, that one of his wives was
a princefs of Lignitz, named Sophia. The
branch- of- the margraves of Bareith and An-
fpach happening tabe-extindt;  he divided that

{ fucceffion



(29)
fucceffion between his two younger fons, Chri-
ftian and Erneft, from the former of whom
fprings the new ftem of Bareith, from the lat-

ter that of Anfpach. This eleCor died in
1598.

FOACHIM FREDERICK.

Joacninm FREDERICK was fifty-two years
of age, when he came to theclectorate. During
his father’s life, he had enjoyed the bifhopricks
of Magdeburg, Havelberg, and Lebufs; but
upon his fucceeding to John George, he re-
figned the archbithoprick of Magdeburg in fa-
vour of one of his fons, named Chriftian Wil-
liam. He had the ‘adminiftration of Pruflia
during the madnefs of duke Albert Frederick 3
and inherited the dutchy of Jagerndorff, which
he gave'to one of his fons, named'George, to
indemnify him for the bifhoprick of Strafburg,
which he had been forced to refign. Succef-
fions in thofe ' days were often re-united, and
as often divided; the bad policy of ‘thofe
princes fruftrating every exertion of fortune in
their favour,

Joacuim FREDERICK was the firft prince
of the family that eftablifbed a council of ftate:

B 3 I
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I leave the reader to judge what kind of an ad-
miniftration, what juftice, what management
of the finances they muft have had in thoefe
rude and unpoli(hcd‘days; when there were
not even perfons appoeinted todifcharge thofe
fun&tions.

THE eleCtor undoubtedly ptrceived the ne-
ceflity there was of providing for the education
of youth ; for it was with thisview he founded
the  college of Joachim Stahl, which was de-
figned to maintain and inftru& a hundred and
twenty perfons. This college was removed af-
terwards by the great cleGor to Berlin. . The
poverty of the country, and the fmall circula-
tion rof fpecie, occafioned the fumptuary laws
publifhed by this eleGtor. He diedin 1608,
azed B30 34 - \#'n ;

FOHN SI1GIS MUND,

Joun Stc1smMuND had been married at Ko-
niglberg in 1594, to Anne, only daughter of
Albert,” duke of Pruffia, who was heirefs of
that dukedom, and of the fucceffion of Cleves,
This fucceffion confifted of the countries
of Juliers, Berg, Cleves, Marck, Raven-
fburg, and Ravenftein ; too delicious a morfel

: not
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not to tempt the avidity of thofe, who had the
expeclation of any fhare of it.

BerorE I fpeak of the rights of the eletors
of Brandenburg, and of the dikes of New-
burg, it will be properto explain the preten-
fions of , Saxony, that I may not entangle the
fubjeét.

THE emperor Maximilian had given the
expe€tancy of this fucceflion to the princes of
the two lines of Saxony ; namely, the Er-
neftine and the ‘Albertine, in default of ifluc
male and female of the dukes of Cleves. For
the letters patent which George William, duke
of Cleves, -obtained of the emperor,. plainly
{hew, -that this fief delcended to females, John
Frederick, - the Iaft ¢leCtor. of Saxony. of the
Erneftine branch, married Sibylla, daughter
of John II1.  duke of Juliers.

Duke William of Cleves, fon to John of
Juliers, married Ferdinand’s. daughter, niece
to the emperor Charles V. This marriage,
joined to the difpleafure which the, emperor had
conceived agai‘nﬁ Frederick of Saxony, .for
fiding with the' confederacy of Smalkald, in-
duced him to confirm toduke John-William the
right, whichhe had of difpofing of his fucceffion
in favour of his daughters, in default of male

B4 iflue,
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#flue. This duke’sfon, who was named after
him John-William, died without iffucin 16093
o the fucceflion fell to his fifters.

Tre eldeft was Mary-Eleonora, married to
Albert-Frederick, duke of Pruffia.

THE fecond ‘Agnes, was married to the
Prince Palatine of Neuburg, |

TuEe third, Magdalen, was wife to the
«count Palatine of Deux-ponts.

‘TrE fourth, Sibylla, was mamed to the
‘count of Burgau, a prince of Auftria.

Thefe four princefles, and their children,
laid claim to this fucceffion.

TuEe houfe 6f Saxony, 'befides its rights
‘of ‘expedtancy, pleaded the marriage of the
‘ele@or Frederick with the princefs Sibylla, aunt
‘to'the deceafed.

Magry ELEONORA, wife of Albert duke df
Pruffia, grounded her rights on the marriage
contra&t in 5572, in which it was exprefsly
fipulated, “that in' cafe her brother died with-
out iffue, the and her pofterity fhould inherit
the fix duchics, in virtue'of the fundamental
paCs made in 1418 and 1496. by which the
right of fucceffion was granted to the eldeft
daughters, The duke of Pruflia engaged to pay

200,000
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200,000 florins to his wife’s fifters, asan e-
quivalent for all theirpretenfions. Had Mary=~
Eleonora been living at the time of her bro-
ther’s deceafe, it is very probable there would
have been no-difpute about the matter; but,
being dead, her daughter Anne, wife to the
eletor John Sigifmund, fucceeded to her
mother’s rights, This inheritance ought there-~
fore to have fallen to her, fince fhe reprefented
Mary-Eleonora, and this was the great point
contefted.

THE pretenfions of Anne, duchefs of
Neuburg, were founded on this, that as her
fifter Mary-Eleonora was dead, fhe fucceeded
to her rights, and of courfe was become the
eldeft fifter, beinga nearer relation than Anne
of Brandenburg, who was only niece to the
deceafed. There was nothing but family com-
pafls, and the marriage contraét of Mary-
Eleonora againft thefe reafons.

THE wwo younger fifters of duke John-
William did notdemand the entire fucceflion
they prepofed only a partition.

Bu'r what abfolutely annulled the right of
thofe three younger fifters, was their having
renounced all their rights in their marriage

Bs contract,
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contradt, as long as there thould be any chlldrcn

living by their'eldeft fifter.
* Tue eleQor John-Sigifmund, and Wolff-
gang-William, duke of Neuburg, agreed' to
put themfelves in poffeffion of the contefted
‘fucteflion, with a refervation however of their
‘refpe@ive rights. This convention was for-
‘warded by the conduét of the emperor Radolph,
‘who wanted to fequefler the duchies belonging
‘to this fucceflion. In fa&, the archduke Leo-
pold was going to feize them, but was pre-
vented by the proteftant princes, who formed
the famous alliance, known by the name of the
Union, into which John-Sigifmund was one of
the firft that entered. In order to counteract
this union, the catholic princes concluded 2
‘treaty of the like nature at Wurtzburg, which
was callcd the league. The ele@or had the
Dutch on his fide, who were afraid of the im-
perial fequeftration ;* and the duke of Neuburg
was favoured by Henry IV. king of France
but at the very time this prinice was preparing
to affift him, he was aflaflinated by Ravillac*.
T Hecle@orhad tried tocome toan agreement
with the duke of Neuburg : they bad an intes-
view for this purpofe ; but in the heat of dif-

®* Sec Sully’s memoirsy 7

pute
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pute John-Sigifmund happening to give this
prince a box on the ear, the conferences were
broke off. By this fpecimen  we may form a
judgment of the politenefs and manners of that
time. In 1611 another accommodation was
attempted at Futerbock with the eleCtor of
Saxony, concerning this fame fucceffion ; but
the princes were not to be there themfelves, for
interviews were become dangerous. The duke
of Neuburg protefted againft that treaty, and it
was never put in eéxecution.

JouN S161smuND had the adminiftration
of Prufiia, during the madnefs of his father-in-
law duke Albert, in the fame manner as Joa-
chim-Frederiek. He received alfo of Sigif-
mund IIL. king of Polind, the invefliture of
Pruflia, for himfelf and his defcendants, which
was the third inveftiture that had been granted
to the eleétoral family.

As Pruffia was reunited by this prince to
the houfe of Brandenburg, it will not be amifs
to give here a concife account of the original
{tate and government of this country, and in
what manner it fell to duke Albert, the
eleétor’s father in law. : '

The word Pruffia fignifies near the Ruffi ;
the Rufle isa branch of the river Niemen,

B¢ which
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which s now called Memel. " Pruffid Whs ori-
ginally inhabited by Bohemians, Sarmatians,
Ruffians, and Venedi. All thefe people were
ftupid idolaters, worfhipping the gods of the
forefts, lakes, rivers, and even ferpents and
elks.  Their rude and favage religion rendered
them ftrangers to the elegance and magnifi-
cence of temples. T'he eftablifhed worthip of
their principal idols Potrimpes, Percunos, and
Picolos, was under oak trees, where they were
fet up at Ramowa and at Heiligenbeil. ‘Thefe
people. facrificed even the prifoners taken
from their enemies to their falfe gods. S. Adel-
bert was the firt who preached chriftianity to
the Pruflians towards the year 1000, and re-
ceived the crown of martyrdom. Crifpus re-
lates that three kings of Poland, who were all
named Boleﬂaus, went to war with the Pruf-
fians, in order to convert them: but thefe
people, grown fkilful in war, ravaged Mazo-
via and Cujavia. Conrad, duke of Cujavia,
called inthe knights of the Teutonicorder from
Germany to his fuccour, whofe grand mafter
at that time, (in 1239) was Herman of Salt-
za. He eatered Pruffia, and by the afliftance
of the Livonian knights, who were a kind of
templars, he founded the four bifhopricks of

' Culm,
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Culm, Pomefah, Ermeland, and Samland.
The war between the Teutonic order and the
Pruflians lafted g3 years. Thofe knights were
obliged afterwards to engage in other wars, in
orderto defend themfelves either againt Po-
land, or againft the dakes of Pomerania, who
were jealous of their eftablifiment. Then it
was that the families of the feveral knights be-
gan to fettle in Pruflia, from whom, in great
part, the prefent nobility are defeended.

UNDER the grand-mafter Conradof Erlich=
haufen, and in the year 1458. thecitiesof Dant-
zick, Thornand Elbing declared to him,. that
as they were tired of his adminiftation, they had
transferred their allegiance to Cafimir, fon of
Jagellon king ‘of Poland. The war which
then broke out between the knights and the
 Poles, concerning Pruffia, lafted thirteen
years; in which the Poles were victorious,
and prefcribed the law. . Prufiia on the hither
fide of the Viftula was annexed to that king-
dom, and «alled ‘Royal Pruflia; the order
kept the further Pruflia, but was obliged ta
pay homage for it to the conquerors,

In 1510, Albert of Brandenburg was chofen
grand mafter of the order. This was the great
grandfon of Albert the Achilles, as we have

2 already
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already obferved. The new grand mafter,
defirous of vindicating the honour of the order,
undertook a new war againft the Poles, in
which he was very fuccefsful ; for he was cre-
ated duke of ‘Pruffia by Sigifmund I king of
Poland, who rendered that dignity hereditary
to this prince, and to his defcendants. Al-
bert in return was only obliged to do homage
to Poland.

ALBERT, now mafter of the further Prufiia,
flung off the habit, the crofs, and arms of the
“Leutonic order.. The knights behaved on this
occafion as the weakeft commonly do, pro-
tefting againft what was not in their power to
hinder. The new duke had a war to main-
tain in 1563 againft. Eric duke of Brunfwick,
and commander of ‘Memel. Eric entered
Pruffia at the head- of twelve thoufand men;
but was ftopt by Albert on the banks of the
Viftula.  As nothing remarkable happened jn
this expedition, ‘and beth fides of the river
were covered with foldiers, who employed
their time in’ gathering nuts; it was called the
war of the ‘nuts.  Albert turned proteftant in
1519, 2and Pruffia followed his example. - His
fon Frederick-Albert. fucceeded him in 1568,
Thls prince received the inveftiture from king
Sigifmund

-
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Sigifmund-Auguftus, to which the envoy of
the ele&or Joachim IL. greatly contributed. It
was this Albert-Frederick that married Mary-
Eleonora, daughter of John-William, and
fifter of the laft duke of Cleves. John-Sigif
mund was fon-in-law, and guardian to this
duke of Pruffia, by :whofe death, in 1618,
he entered into the intire poffeflion of this
duchy. ~Thisele€tor bad embraced the fet of
Calvin in the year 1614, to pleafe the inhabis

tants of the country of Cleves, who were to

become his fubjects. The emperor Rodolph
1I. died during the adminifiration of . this e-
le&or ; and the: eleCtoral collegeichofe Mat-
thias, brother of the deceafed, in his ftead.

‘The ele€tor finding himfelf broken with old

age and infirmities, refigned the government
to his fon George-William, and died not long
after.

GEORGE-WILLIAM

GEORGE-WILL1AM came to the eleCtorate
in 1619, and had a moft unfortunate reigm
The dominions of this weak prince were ra-
vaged during the whole courfe of the thirty-
years war, the traces of which are to this very

day
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day difcernible in Germany. Al the miferies
thatcan afiti& a country, fell upon the ele@o-
rate of Brandenburg. A fovereign inca-
pable of governing; a minifter, who was
a traitor to_his country® 5 a war, or rather a
general ranfacking and plundering ; an inunda-
tion of armies, fome friends, fome foes, but
all equally barbarous, deftru&ive, and cruel;
armies, that tofling to and fro like the waves of
the fea, exhaufted thefe provinces by their flux
and reflux, never withdrawing till they had
laid every thing wafte, and compleated the de-
folation of the country.

THis fatality, which feemed to perfecute
theeleélor, extended to all his relations. George-
William was married to the daughter of the
eleCor Palatine Frederick IV, and fifter to
the unfortunate Frederick V. king of Bohemia,
who was de‘eated at Weillenberg, ftripped of
the Palatinate, and put under the ban of the
empire. The emperor Ferdinand IT. confif-
cated the dutchy of Jagerndorff'; becaufe the
duke, who was uncle to George-William,
had efpoufed the cavfe of Frederick V.  This
dutchy the emperor gave to the princes of
Lichtenftein,” who areftill in poffeflion of it.

® The count 6f Schwartzeaberg, ftadtholder of the Marck..
The
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The cleQtor protefted as much as he pleafed,
but no notice was taken of him.” His uncle,
the adminiftrator of Magdeburg, was difpoffefl~
ed, and put under the ban of the empire,
for entering into the league of Lauenburg,
and concluding an alliance with the king of
Denmark. At that time the emperor was al-
moft defpotic.

T HE truce,whichhad been concluded between
Spainand Holland in 1621 for twelve years,was
now expired. The feat of war was removed to the
provinces of the difputed fucceflion of Cleves.
The Spaniards made themfelves mafters of Ju-
Jiers, which the Dutch held for the elector;
and Clevesand Lipftadt (urrendered to.Spino~
Jai . The Duteh, indeed, fome years afters
wards, in 1629, drove the Spaniards outref
the country of Cleves, and retook fome towns
for the elettor. At length George-William
and the duke of Neuburg ‘prevailed on the Spa-
niards in 1630 to evacuate in fome meafure
the provinces of the fucceflion ; the Dutch gar-
rifoned the towns belonging to the elector, and
the Spaniards thofe belonging to the duke.
But this convention did not laft long ; for the
war broke out again in thofe provinces in
1635, with ‘greater fury than ever, Ifhall

only
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only obferve, that during the whole admini-
ftration of this eletor, the country of Cleves
was a prey to theSpaniards and the Dutch, who
made themfelves mafters of different pofts, took
towns by furprize, and gained and loft feveral
advantages over each other ; but came to no
decifive engagement. The contributions raifed
by the generals, and the pillaging of the fol-
diers, conflituted at that time the principal
part of the military art.

‘THo” the emperor pretended to afluime an
abfolute - fovereignty over the empire, fLill
the feveral princes were ftrenuous in oppofing
Kis encroachments, with a refolution that fome-
‘times put a ftop tothem § and they entered into
confederacies that alafmed the court of Vienna.
The eleftors of Brandenburg and Saxony in-
‘terceded with the emperor for their’ collegue,
the ele€or Palatine; and refufed to acknow-
fedge the ele&or Maximilian of Bavaria, whom
Ferdinand II.: bad raifed to this dignity, in
prejudice to the Palatine family; and contrary
to the laws of the empire. For, according to
the Golden Byll, which is confidered as a funda-
mental law, no ele€tor can be pu€ under the-
ban of the empire, nor fiript of his dignity,

without the unanimous confent of the diet
body
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body affembled. However, the good offices
of thefe ele&ors had no effect.

At length the progrefs of the reformation,
which dividing Germany, had given birth to
two powerful parties, occafioned a war. The
proteftant princes entered into a confederacy
at Lauenburg, to maintain the free exercife of
their religion. Chriftian 1V. king of Den-
mark, the dukes of Brunfwick Luneburg,
Holftein, Mecklenburg, and Chriftian-Wil;
liam, adminiftrator of Magdeburg, all joined
in this alliance. The emperor took umbrage
at this, and fent general Tilly in 1625 into the
circle of Lower Saxony, at the head of 12,000
men. Tilly fat down before Hall, and tho}
the town furrendered without any. refitance,
be gave it up to the foldiers to pillage. ~ At
th: fame time Wallenftein, with another army
of 12,000 men, marched into the provinces
of Halberftadt and Magdeburg, The ftates of
Lower Saxony defired. to be reconciled §
the emperor 5 but their propofals did n
hinder Wallenftein and Tilly from invading
the abovementioned = provinces.  Chriftian-
William, adminiftrator of Magdeburg, was
depoled *; the chapter chofe ‘another in

* The emperor had defigned this bencfice for his fon,
his
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his flead, and nominated Auguftus, the ele&or
of Saxony’s fon, coadjutor. In the mean
while, the adminiftrator joined his troops with
thofe which the king of Denmark had in Low-
er Saxony. Chriftian-William and Mansfeld,
whocommanded thisarmy, attacked Walltein
at the bridge of Deflaw, and were entirely
routed ; after their defeat, they efcaped into
the marquifate of Brandenburg, which they
plundered.  Tilly routed another body of
Danith troops at Lutter in Lower Saxony.
The neighbourhood and fucceffes of the Im-
perialifts, obliged George-William to comply
with the emperor’s defire, and to acknowledge
the eleftor Maximilian of Bavaria,

Tus king of Denmark, who had now re-
paired his lofles, took the field the year follow-
ing, .in 1626, with two armies, onc com=
amanded by himfelf in perfon, and the other
by the adminifirator. But he durft not pre-
@nt himfelf before Tilly,; who had garrifoned
Brandenburg, Ratenow, Havclberg, and Per-
leberg,. i

MansFeLD affembled the fhattered remains
of his army, and ventured to march into the
country of Brandenburg againft the confent
of the ele@or. The Imperialifts fent a' de-

tachment
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tachment of 7000 men againfthim, who were
afterwards joined by 800 of George-William’s
forces, under the orders; of colonel Craght 3
thefe paffed the Werthe, and foon difperfed
Mansfield’s fugitive troops. By thefe feeble
fuccours, we find that the ele€lor had hardly
any army on foot.

Tue Imperialifts, making a proper ufe of
their advantages, garrifoned all Pomerania,
under pretext of fecuring Germany againft
any attempt from the Swedes; but the real
motive, perhaps, was becaufe Bogiflaus, the laft
duke of Pomerania, had left the fucceflion of
his dominions after his death to the ele&or of
Brandenburg, who had already the expe&ancy
of them. Walftein laid ficge to the town of
Stralfund, ‘but was obliged to raife it, with the
lofs of 120¢0 men.  Stralfund entered into an
alliance with the king of Sweden, and admitted
a garrifon of gooo Swedes. R g

ApouTt this very time, the emperor: pub-
lithed his famous edict of reftitution, in which
he enjoined the proteftant princes to reftore to
the church the lands they had feized fince the
treaty of Paffaw. 'This would have been a
terrible blow to the proteftant'princes.  The
houfe of Brandenburg in particular would have

loft
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loft by it the bithopricks of Brandenburg, Ha-
velberg and Lebufs. . This was the fignal which
once more fet the proteftants arid catholics
together by the ears. - Ferdinand II. wanted to
fith in troubled waters, and to appropriate to
himfelf the archbifhoprick of Magdeburg; but
Wallftein was obliged to rife from before that
town after u fiege of 28 weeks.
. THE ele€or went in perfon to Warfaw, in
the year 1626, to receive the inveftiture of
Pruffia. A new war broke out at that time in
thofe quarters. Sigifmund IIL king of Po-
land, formed pretenfions againt the kingdom
of Sweden, at that time governed by Gufta-
vus Adolphus.  Guftavus, in order to be be-
forehand with his enemy, marched into Pruf-
fia, took fort Pillaw in 1628, and made a con-
fiderable progrefs in Livonia and Polith Pruffia.
This prince made a truce for fix years with
the Poles, which was figned at Dantzick in
1629, where he -was himfelf in perfon ; in
this the eleCtor was comprehended, and after-
wards they extended it to 26 years.

THE king of Sweden had formed a defign of
entering Germany, in order to reap fome ad-
vantage from the troubles of that country,

which had been fo greatly increafed by the em-
peror’s
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peror's edict of  reftitution.  Guftavus pub-
lithed a kind of a manifeflo, fetting forth the
grievances he had received from the emperor.
His fubjeds of complaint were thefe: That
the emperor had affifted the king of Polind
with 10,000 men; that he had depofed. his
ally, the duke of Mecklenburg ; and that
he had ufed the town of Sualfund very
ill, with which he was in alliance. - Imme-
diately upon  this declaration, all the ports
of Pomerania were blocked up by the Swedifh
fleet. - Whofoever confiders thefe reafons,
will not find them more folid than thofe which
Charles II. king of England, made ufe of in
his declaration of war againft the Dutch. One
of the principal grievances of the Englith was,
that Mefl.- de Witt had a fcandalous pi&ure in
their houfes-  Muft fuch frivolous rcafons as
thefe be given for the devaftation of provinces ;
and human blood be thus wantohly’ fpile, to
fatisfy  the fancy and capnctous whims of ' a
fingle man ?

It was in' the year 1630 that all the cala-
mities, which had hitherto menaced the elec-

* This is faid to have been the pifture of a fea-fight, in
which the Dutch had been vi¢torious over the Englith,

torate
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torate of Brandenburg, broke out and the
ftorms that roared: in the neighbourhood, all
joined to deftroy this’ miferable country.
Walftein, who had taken up his quarters in
the ele@or’s territories, raifed moft exorbitant
contributions on them: Surprifing ! that the
Imperial’ armies fhould thus feverely treat a
country, whofe prince was clofely united to
the emperor. It is eafy to judge of the fitua-
tion of the ele@or George-William at that
time, by his anfwer to Ferdinand II. who in-
vited him to the diet of Ratifbon. He fays:
The Marck is fo greatly exbaufied, as 1o be in-
capable of fupplying my ordinary expencesy much
lefs thofe of a journey of hat kind, The regi-
ments of Pappenheim and St. Julian were quar-
tered in the middle Marck, which they drain~
ed of 300,000 crowns in fixteen months. The
filver mark at that time was nine crowns ; at
prefent it is twelve ;. fo that this fum would
now amount to 400,000 :crowns. = It is faid
that Walftein drew from the whole eleftorate
the fum of 20000000 of florins, which in our
prefent, {pecie would make 1,777,777 crowns.
This account appears to me exaggerated, and
I believe it would be no: miftake to abate
two thirds of the fum. :
N
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In the mean while Guftavus Adolphus en-
tered Germany, and made a defcent upon the
ifle of Rugen, from wherice he diflodged the
Imperialifts by the help of the ftrong garrifon
which he had at Stralfund. At the ap-
proach of the Swedifh army, the emperor gave
notice to the ele&ors of Saxony and Branden-
burg, to furnifh provifions and ammunition
to his troops, promifing in return to mode-
rate the edi&t of reftitution in their favour,
‘While the diet was aflembled at Ratifbon,
Guftavus made himfelf mafter of Pomera-
nia, threw a Swedifh garrifon into Stettin,
and chafed Torquato Conti, who commanded
the imperial troops, from this dutchy.

T uts king concluded a treaty with the duke
of Pomerania, by which it was flipulated,
that if, after his deceafe, the fucceffion of
that country fhould be difputed with the eleGtor
of Brandenburg, orif Sweden was not intirely
indemnified for the expences of the war, this
province fhould be fequeftered into the king’s
hands. The Imperialifts, driven from Pome-
rania by the Swedes, retired into the New
Marck, and drew up ina body towards Frank-
fort on the Oder.

C Urown
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At the approach of the Swedith army,
the eloftor raifed fome intrenchments in 2
hurry - before the gates ' of Berlin, where he'
planted a few cannon, and obliged the burghers
to mount guard ; an evident fign that he had
no regular troopsin the town.

THE city of Magdeburg joined with the
Swedes, and promifed them the paffage over
their bridge on the Elbe. The troops of this
city drove the Imperialifts out of their country ;
but Tilly returned with his army, fubdued
the whole country, and blockaded the city.

THE proteftants held an affembly at Leip-
fick in 1631, where they entered into debates
concerning their refpective interefts. The
eleQors of Brandenburg and Saxony came to a
refolution to ftand by the emperor, and to
fummon their arrier-ban, in order to oppofe
the Swedes.

In the mean while Guftavus traverfed the
Marck, to affit the duke of Mecklen-
burg. This prince, who was both the po-
litician and the foldier, made his troops ob-
ferve an exalt difcipline during their march ;
and he endeavoured to bring the prote-
ftants over to his interefts, by declaring fo-
lemnly wherever he came, that he had entered

Germany
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Germany with no other view ‘than to refcue
the princes from the yoke which the em-
peror wanted to impofe upon them, and to
defend their religious liberties. He entered .
into an alliance at the fame time with Lewis
XIIIL king of France, who had the fame in-
tereft as himfelf to reduce the power of the
emperor, This treaty was concluded at Ber-
wald. i

T1LLy left a body of troops to continue the
blockade of Magdeburg, and joining the Im-
perialifts at Frankfort on the Oder, he tra-
verfed the Marck to attack the Swedes, who
had over-run the dutchy of Mecklenburg;
but the fortune of Guftavus prevailed over
that of the imperial general. . The king of
Sweden marched from the dutchy of Meck-
lenburg to Schwet, where he paffed the Oder,
and laid fiege to Frankfort, in which there
was an imperial garrifon of 7000 men. He
carried the town by ftorm, where he found 2
_humerous train of artillery; and having after-
wards made himfelf mafter of Landfberg and
Croflen, he turned fhort all of a fudden,
and marched his army towards Berlin, in or-
der to relicve Magdcburg, which was befieged
by Tilly inperfon.

C2 Ae
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As foon as Guftavus arrived at Copenick,
he fent a meflage to the eleftor, defiring
him to put the fortrefles of Spandaw and
Cuftrin into his hands, in order to fecure a
retreat, in cafe of any misfortune. The
cleStor, furprized at fo extraordinary a de~
mand, was incapable of coming to any re-
folution, A propofal was therefore made of
an interview between thofe two princes. Ac-
cordingly they met in a little wood, about 2
quarter of a mile from Berlin ; where the
ele&or found Guitavus-Adolphus gnarded by a
thoufand foot, and four pieces of cannon.
Here the king renewed the fame propofals to
the ele€tor, who not being able to come to an
immediate determination in this difficult di-
Jemma, defired half an hour to confult with
his minifters, which was agreed to, In the
mnean while the Swedifh monarch entertained
himfelf with the princefles and the ladies of
the court: but as the elefor, after all thefe
deliberations, could come to no conclufion, he
jnvited the king to go with him to Berlin.
Guftavus confented, and entered the city with
his thoufand Swedes, two hundred of whom
mounted guard at the caftle of Berlin. The
peft of the foldjers were quartered upon the

burghers,
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burghers. The day following, the whols
Swedith army came and encamped in the neigh-~
bourhood of this capital ; and the ele€tor, per-
ceiving himfelf no looger mafter of his own
refidence, acquiefced to whatever Guftavus’
defired. 'The Swedifh garrifons of the for-
trefles of Spandaw and Cuftrin took the oath of
fidelity to the ele€or; and the king gave hia
word, that he would give up thofe fortrefles
again to the troops of Brandenburg, as
foon as he fhould have no further occafion
for them. Things being thus fettled, Gufta-
vus advanced beyond Potzdam; upon whofe
approach the Imperialifts, who were in poffef-
fion of Brandenburg and Ratenow, retired,
and joined the army that formed the fiege of
Magdebourg. ‘Theking fent to the eleGor of
Saxony, to defire a paflage over the Elbe, at
the bridge of Wittenberg, but it was refufed
him, which hindered him from relieving Mag-
deburg.

"THis city, which Tilly and Papenheim had
not been able to take by force, was furprized
at length by ftratagem. The Imperialifts en-
tered into a negociation with the city of Mag-
deburg, by the interpofition of the Hans-
towns, and propofed fome advantageous comn-

Cgs ditions,
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ditionss - During the conferences, they af-
feCted to leave off firing on the town ; this de-
ceived the Magdeburghers, whofe vigilance
was relaxed by this falfe fecurity. For
moft of the burghers, who had becn on guard
all night upon the ramparts, went off towards
morning. Papenheim, who had carried his
approaches as far as the counterfcarp of the
diteh, took notice of this negle&, and made
a proper ufe of it; he ordered the town to
be aflailed in four places at once, 2nd made
himfelf mafter of the ramparts, without any
_great refiftance. The Croats marched along
the Elbe, which at that time was very low,
and pafling the river, attacked the works on
the other fide. Upon this alarm, the garrifon
2nd burghers drew up in a hurry in the public
fquares ; but Tilly, having made himfelf mafter -
of the cannon of the ramparts, ordered them to
be pointed direélly againt the ftreets; and the
imperial troops pouring in at the fame time in
great numbers, it was in vain for the inhabi-
tants to make any further refiftance. Thus this
city, which had been one of the moft flourith-
ing in Germany, was unfortunately given up
to the fury of the foldiers, who ranfacked an;d
plundered it during the fpace of three days.

ALL
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Avv that the moft unbridled licentioufnefs
and villainy can invent, when men abanden
them(elves to their fury, was committed by
thofe foldiers, who had been let loofe to glut
their barbarous cruelty.  Thefe inhuman plun-
derers put almoft all the inhabitants to the
fword; only fourteen hundred, who had re-
tired into the cathedral, and to whom Tilly
gave quarters, werc faved. After the pillage
and maffacre were over, they fet the town on
fire, and in a few hours the private houfes and
public edifices were reduced to a heap of athes
and ruins, like thofe of Troy, In the whole
town fcarce 140 houfes were preferved. It
is faid on this occafion, that no lefs than
twelve hundred maidens drowned themfelves
in the Elbe, to preferve their chaflity from
the dangers to which the violence of the fol-
diers might have expofed it. Thefe exam-
ples are fine, but uncommon; andif to
us they appear fabulous, it is owing either to
the corruption of our morals, or to the want
of fufficient authority to afcertain the faét.

A¥TER the taking of Magdeburg, Gufta-
vus came and encamped a fecond time in the
neighbourhood of Berlin, He was provoked
at having mifcarried in his defign, and laid the

C 3 blame



(s6)

blame upon the ele&ors of Brandenburg and
Saxony. ‘The king ordered his artillery to be
planted againft the town, and at the fame
time demarded a paflage for his army. George-~
William fent the eleftrefs, and all the prin-
cefles of his court to the Swedifh camp, to try
to pacify this monarch, andcame himfelf foon
after: he granted, as it may well be ima-
eined, every articke the king demanded. Upon
the eleCor’s return, the king ordered him to
be faluted by a difcharge of his artillery.  But
as they forgot to turn them towards the fields,
a great number of houfes and roofs were da-
maged by the cannon balls : this indeed was a
civility a litde of the Gothic and Herulian
order. The day following the army defiled
through the town, and paffed the Spree.

T HE eledor excufed his condudt to the em-
peror, by alledging his incapacity of refifting
the violence offered him by a foreign prince.
Ferdinand anfwered him drily, that the Swe-
difh troops would not fpare the Marcks more
than the imperialifts had done. The elector
of Saxony, perceiving the fuccefs of the Swe-
dith arms, embraced the fide which fortune
favoured, and fet an example to all the pro-
teftant princes. The Swedes reftered Span-

daw
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daw and Cuftrin to the ele&or, and over-run
all Lower Saxony. They entered the Old
Marck, where the king poffefled himfelf of
the camp of Werben, which was vaftly ftrong,
by its fituation at the conflux of the Havel and
the Elbe. Tilly, being uneafy about Papen-
heim, who had been obliged to fhut himfelf up
in Magdeburg, quitted Thuringia to march
to his relief, and advanced towards the Swedifh
camp. The good genius of this prince, which
favoured all his undertakings, fuggefted to him
a [cheme for furprizing a van-guard of three
regiments, which the Auftrian general had
detached too far from the main body of the
army. Accordingly he furprized them, cut
them in pieces, and returned to his camp
at Werben. Tilly, in hopes to wipe off this
difgrace, wanted to attack the Swedes in their
camp ; but the fituation appeared to him fo
ftrong, and the difpofitions of the enemy to re-
ceive him fo good, that he durft not venture it.
Being obliged to retire for want of provifions,
he marched to Hall, with an intention of
taking Leipfick, and of obliging the eleGtor of
Saxony to renounce his engagements with the
Swedes. Guftavus, aware of his defign, quit-
ted his firong camp at Werben, paffed the

Cs Elbe
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Efbe at Wittenberg, joined the Saxons at
Duben, and fell upon the Imperialifts, whom
he totally defeated -in the neighbourhood of
Leipfick. Among the numerous artillery
which the king took in that battle, there were
feveral pieces marked with the arms of Bran-
denburg, Saxony, and Brunfwick, which the
Imperialifts had appropriated to themfelves by
the right of conveniency. Tilly, after the lofs
of fix thoufand men upon the fpot, was
obliged to fly, and colle@ed the remains of his.
fhattered_army in Thuringia, We fhall not
follow the Swedes in the courfe of their vio-
ries ; it is fufficient to mention, that Guftavus
was become the arbiter of Germany, by pe-
netrating as far as the Danube ; while Bannier,
with another body of. troops, made himfelf
mafter of the open country round Magdeburg,
where the Imperialifts had ftill a ftrong garri~
fon. The Swedes, who were now mafters,
eftablifhed a regency in the provinces of Mag-
deburg and Halberftad.

AT the beginning of the year 1632 died Si-
gifmund king of Poland; and Uladiflaus was.
chofen to fill the vacant throne. T'he Swedes.
did not fleep over their laurels, but came to.
Yay fiege to Magdeburg, Papenheim, who

was



-

(59)
was in the dutchy of Brunfwick, flew to the
aflitance of the Imperialifts; and Bannier
raifed the fiege upon his approach. But the
duke of Lunenburg having entered into the
alliance of Leipfick, came with a fine army
to join the Swedes. Papenheim finding him-
felf then too weak to refift thofe united forces, .
evacuated the city of Magdeburg, abandoned
the open country, and retired into Weftphalia ‘
and Franconia, whither the enemy followed
him. The Swedes took poffeffion of Magde-
burg; and the few that remained of the an-
cient inhabitants, began to repair the ruins of
their country, and to rebuild their habitations.
THE emperor being grown more gentle by
the ill fuccefs of his arms, began to tamper
with the ele€ors of Saxony and Brandenburg,
in order to draw them off from their Swedifh
alliance ; but his endeavours proved unfuc-
cefsful. George-William went even fo far as
to fend fome fmall fuccours to the Saxons,
who were in purfuit of a body of imperial
troops in Silefia, commanded by Balthafar de
Maradas. The emperor, provoked at this ir-
ruption into Silefia, and>defirous to fhew his
sefentment for the denial which had been given
him by thofe two eletors, fent an army, under
Ceo the
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the command of Walftein, to feize on their
eleflorates. Papenheim left Weftphalia to jein
Walftein, and thefe generals taking advan-
tage of the abfence of the king of Sweden,
who was then in Bavaria, made themfelves
mafters of Leipfick, Naumburg, Merfburg,
Hall, and Gibichinftein. Lower Saxony
would have been raJaged aiew, if the king
of Sweden had not flown to -its affiftance.
He came, he died, and dying won the famous
battle of Latzen. The Swedes, tho’ conque-
rors, looked upon themfelves as beaten, hav-
1ng their heroe no longer at their head ; and
the Imperialifts, tho’ beaten, thought them-
felves victorious, having no longer Guftavus
Adolphus to dread.  After the death of Tu-
renne, the French army retreated and repaf-
fed the Rhine ; after the death of Guftavus
Adolphus, the Swedes drove the Imperialifts
out of lower Saxony; and all the towns
which had been taken by Walftein, were re-
taken by the eleGtor of Saxony in 1633. Ox-~
enftiern had after this the dire&ion of affairs
in Germany ; and#he Swedes concluded an
alliance at Heilbrun, with the circles of Fran-
conia, Suabia, the upper and lower Rhine.
Tro
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THo’ the eletor did not join in the alliance
of Heilbrun, yet he made fome efforts in favour
of the common caufe, by fending a few fuc-
cours to Arnheim, who conmimarided the Saxon
troops in Silefia, The ele@or’s whole forces
at that time confifted of no more than 3000
horfe and 5000 foot. At the approach of
‘Walftein and Galas, he called a kind of arrier-
ban, or rather a general rifing of all his fub-
jedls.

Walftein entered Silefia at the head of an
army of 45000 men, and amufed Arnheim
with feigned prepofals of accommodation. He
feemed to threaten Saxony: Arnheim was
deceived by this firatagem ; for while he co-
vered that electorate, the imperial general turn-
ed unexpe&edly towards the bridge of Steinaw,
where he defeated 800 Swedes; after which
he retook Franckfort, and fent out parties
that ravaged Pomerania and the Marck. He
fummoned Berlin to bring him the keys ; but
hearing at the fame time that Bernard of Wei-
mer had taken Ratifbon, and that nine thou-
fand Saxons and Brandenburghers, were ad-
vancing towards him, he abandoned all his pro-
je&ts. Berlin was covered by Arnheim and
Bannier; and Walftein retired into SileGa,

4 leaving
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leaving a ftrong garrifon in Frankfort and fome
other towns.

Oxenftiern having found his advantage in
the alliance which be had concluded at Heil-
brun in 1634. with the four circles, propofed
another of the fame nature to the circles
of upper and lower Saxony. It was conclud-
ed at Halberftadt 5 and the principal contra&-
ing parties, were the ele€tors of Brandenburg
and Saxony. This Swedith minifter pulled
off the mafk at the aflembly of Frankfort on
the Main, where he propofed to the ftates,
without any kind of difguife, to yield Pome-
rania to Sweden after the death of the laft
duke, as an indemnity for the expences which
that crown had been at, to fupport the pro-
teflant intereft in Germany. The ele&or of’
Brandenburg was highly irritated at this pro-
pofal. It was indeed too precipitate; nor
fhould Oxenfliern have made it, till conjunc-
tures had been fo favourable as to permit him
to oppofe openly the pretenfions of George-
William, without endangering the interefts of
Sweden. Ia the mean while the elettor, with
the afliftance of the Swedifh troops, found him~
felf at the head of 20000 men, fcarce the fixth
part of whom belonged to him. The names

of
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of the regiments of Brandenburg that were in
that army, are thefe ; Borsdorff, Wolckmann,
Francis Lauenburg, Conrad Borsdorff, and
Ehrenreich Borgsdorff. He took Frankfort on
the Oder, where the garrifon confifting of 1000
men,were allowed tomarch out by capitulation 3
and the imperial garrifon of Croffen marched
out with white flicksin their hands. But
thefe fmall fuccefles were fufficiently counter-
balanced by the news he received, that the
archduke Ferdinand and the Cardinal infant
bad gained a complete viCory over the Swedes
at Nordlingen. The Ele&tor of Saxony could
not bear that Oxenftiern thould have the di-
refion of the affairs of Germany preferable to
himfelf; and George William was greatly in-
cenfed at the propofal made by Oxenftiern at
the aflembly of Francfort.

THesE pacific difpofitions produced a very
fpeedy cffc&. The emperor, defirous of dividing
Germany that had been leagued againft him,
laid hold of the opportunity with eagernefs,
and a peace was concluded at Prague the 20th
of March in the year 1635. The conditions -
were, that the eleCtor of Saxony’s fecond fon -
fhould continue adminiftrator of Mazdeburg,
and that the four bailiwicks difmembred from

that
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that archbifhoprick * fhould be left to Saxoriy.
The eleftor of Brandenburg had aflurances
given him, that his rights to Pomerania thould
be maintained ; and the emperor engaged not
to reclaim the church lands poffeffed by the
proteftants, and to confirm the pa&ts of con-
fraternity between the houfes of Brandenburg,
Saxony and Hefle.

ArTER the conclufion of this peace, the
Saxon and Imperial troops cleared the coun-
try of Halberftad and Magdeburg of the Swedes
by whom it was ftill infefted ; but the capital
held out for the Swedes, The dutchy of Mec-
lenburg, the Old Marck, and Pomerania, were
expofed anew to the calamities of war; the
Swedes made incurfions as far as Oranien=
burg, and the Saxons and Imperialifts extended
themfelves along the banks of the Elbe and
the Havel.

BenKIER, whofe attention was fixt upon
preferving Pomerania for the crown of Sweden,
affembled his troops at Ratenaw, and marched
by Wittenberg to Hall, in order to keep off
the war from the frontiers of Pomerania, and
at the fame time to relieve the Swedifh gar-

* Querfurt, Joterbock, Bock, and Dimme,

zifon
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rifon that was ftraightened at Magdeburg,
The elector of Saxony marched with all ex-
pedition into Mifnia, where he joined the Im-
petial troops commanded by Morofini. “The feat
of war was confined for a while to the banks
of the Sale; but at length the Saxons obliged
Bannier to retire, and the Imperialifts became
malters once more of Magdeburg. Bannier
retreated into the country of Lunenburg, and
from thence into the Marck. Here he was
joined by Wrangel, with a reinforcement of
8000 men ; upon which they furprized Brap-
denburg, and carried Ratenau by ftorm, where
there was an imperial garrifon. Thus this poor
ele@torate was a prey to the firt comer, ran-
facked, pillaged, and laid wafte alike by foe
and friend.  All the towns along the Havel
were pillaged twice by the Swedes, and once
by the Imperialifts, in lefs than fix weeks.
This devaftation was univerfal ; the country,
properly fpeaking, was not ranfacked, but ut-
terly deftroyed.

SucH was the unhappy fate of the Marck
that fortune feemed determined to perpetuate
the war, by never declaring herfelf entirely
in favour of one fide. The Swedes unexpeét-
edly refumed their fuperiority, Bannier gain-

: ed
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ed a viQory-at Witftock over the Imperialifts
and Saxons ; the vanquithed troops never halt-
ed till they got to Leipfick ; the Swedes im-
proved their advantages, and again over-run
the Marck.  Wrangel came before Berlin,
where he put a garrifon of five companies, and
infifted again upon the ele@or’s delivering up
his fortrefles. George-William, who was at
Peitz, made anfwer that he was entirely at
the difcretion pf the Swedes; but as his for-
trefles were garrifaned by Imperial troops, it
was not in his power to do as he pleafed.
Wrangle then quartered his army in the New
Marck.

Tue Emperor Ferdinand II. the tyrant and
oppreflor of Germany, died at length in
1637, and his fon Ferdinand III. who was
already king of the Romans, fucceeded him,
as if this throne had been hereditary. Dur-
ing thefe troubles died Bogiflaus, Duke of Po-
merania, whofe family had been poflefled of
this Dutchy 700 years, and .in him that fa-
mily became extiné. As the Swedes were
mafters of Pomerania, and even of the elefto-
rate it felf, the ele@or was unable to affert
his rights ; he was fatisfied with fending a trum-

pet to the ftates of Pomerania, ordering them
; to
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to fall upon the Swedes. This extraordinary
embafly had no effeét; and I believe it is the
only inftance in hiftory of 2 trumpet’s having
been charged with the like commiGion.

In the mean while the Imperialifts, under
the command of Hatzfeld and Morofini, drove
Bannier out of Saxony, purfued him beyond
Schwet, and retook Landfberg: At the fame
time Klitzing, the Saxon general, cleared the
Marck and the banks of the Havel, by driving
away the Swedes. The war, which contina-
ally fhifted from one province to another, was
removed again to Pomerania ; and the Imperia-
lifts received a reinforcement of three thoufand
Hungarians. ThefeI belicve, were the firft of
that nation, that were ever employed by the
Imperialifts out of their own country. Pome-
rania underwent the fame fate as the Marck ;
and being expofed to the fame incurfions,
was taken, retaken, burnt, and deftroyed.

In 1638 the Swedes received a reinforce-
ment, which feemed to come only to perpe-
tuate the war, with all the horrors that attend
it. They drove the Imperialifts and Saxons
out of Pomerania, broke into the Marck, burnt
Bernaw, defeated 7000 Saxons commanded
by Morofini, and obliged Galas the Imperial

generaly °
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general, to fly before them as far as Bohe-
mia. Notwithftanding this reverfe of fortune,
the eleCtors of Brandenburg and Saxony con-
tinued firmly united to the emperor.

Tuus the Swedes appeared in 163g, for
the fourth time before the gates of Berlin.
The Brandenburghers however made an un-
expeted diverfion upon them, by falling
upon Livonia with 4000 men from Pruffia;
but as they negleCted to make themfelves
mafters of fome of the ftrong holds, thely
were obliged to relinquith their conquefts,
and the expedition came to nothing. The
Swedes revenged themfelves upon the Marck
for their lofles in Livonia; for when they
drew near to Berlin, the garrifon, which con-
fifted only of 400 men, retired ; and the town
immediately furrendered ; they likewife fur-
‘prized 1500 Brandenburghers at Bernaw, who
were under the command of Borsdorff. De-
vitz dire€ed his march towards Silefia, and
Bannier fell to plundering again the electo-
rate of Saxony and the country of Halber-
ftad.

AXELILLE, who commanded at Berlin in
1640, kept Spandaw clofely blocked up, but
was lefs firi& in the blockade of Cuftrin,

Z where
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where the eleftor had retired for fhelter;
the ravages and extortions of the Swedes
were almoft incredible. The ftates of Pome-
rania held their affembly, to which the e-
leGor fent his deputiess The refolutions
of thefe ftates were not favoursble to the
Swedes ; and the eleftor’s commiflaries
took place as reprefentatives of the duke
of Wolgaft and Stettin, at the diet of
Ratifbon. The fame year George-William
took a journey into Pruffia, in order to con-
vene the ftates at Koningfberg, and to de-
mand of them the arrears of fome fubfidies
due to him; but he died there the third of
December, leaving to his fon Frederick
William 2 defolate country, void of all re-
fource either in troops or money.

WE cannot, without offending the laws
of equity, charge George-William with all the
misfortunes that happened to him. He was
guilty however of two very capital miftakes.
One was his not raifing an army of 20000
men, which he was able to maintain, and which
would have enabled him to fupport his rights
to the fucceflion of Cleves, and might have
been flill more ufefully employed in the de-
fence of his country: The othgr was his plac-

ing
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ing fo unlimited a confidence in his minifter
the count of Schwartzenberg; who had fold
himfelf to the Imperial court, and whofe am-
bitious views tended even to render himfelf
mafter of the Marck. The complication of
odd conjunctures this prince was in, left him
only the liberty of chufing the leaft .of two:
evils. He was under a neceflity of chufing
between the Imperialifts and the Swedes,
which he would prefer as friends or maf-
ters. The edict of reftitution, the defigns of
the Imperial court upon Magdeburg, and li-
berty of confcience, ought naturally to have
infpired George William with an averfion to
Ferdinand II. but by joining with the king
of Sweden, whofe intention was to acquire
Pomerania, he became fubfervient to his ene-
my in depriving himfelf of his juft inheritance.
On the one hand he was greatly difpleafed
with the Emperor’s feverity, which induced
“him to liften to the infinuating artifices of
the Swedes; and on the other, he was pro-~
voked at the Swedith ufurpations, which
made him apply to the cout of Vienna for
fuccour, ‘This ticklifh fituation was the caufe
of his changing fides continually, and join-

ing with the ftrgngeft; and the inconftancy
of
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of fortune, which alternately favoured the
Swedes and Imperialifts, did not give his allics
even time to protect him.

FREDERICK-WILLIAM,
Jurnamed THE GREAT,

FrREDERICR-WILLIAM was bornat Berlin
the 6th of February, 1620, He was fur-
named the Great, and was really fo. Hewas'
a prince that may be faid to have been formed
by heaven, to redrefs by his vigilance and a&ti-
vity the diforder and confufion, into which his
territories had been thrown by the indolence
of thepreceding reign; to be thereftorer and
defender of his country 3 and the glory and
honour of his family. Nature feemed by mi-
ftake to have united in his perfon the foul of a
great king, with the moderate fortune of an
eleCtor: and indeed his fpirit was much fupe-
rior to his ftation. - Europe in him beheld a
prince, whofe adlions difplayed the noble foul,
and the fuperior genius; one while tempered
by prudence, another time bearing that cha-
racter of enthufiafm, whbich forces our admi-~
ration 3 a prince, who conftantly repaired his
loffes, without foreign fuccours; who formed

all
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all his proje@s himfelf, and put them in exe-
_cution ; who by his wifdom retrieved a defo-
lated country ; by his policy and prudence
acquired new territories; by his valour af-
fifted his allies, and defended his people; a
prince, in fine, who was equally great in all his
undertakings.

FREDERICK-WILLIAM was twenty years
of age, when he came to the adminiftration.
His education was like that of Philo&tetes ; he
underftood how to conquer, at an age when the
generality of mankind feek only for amufements.
He had learnt the military art under Frede-
rick-Henry, prince of Orange; and was pre-
fent at the fieges of fort Schenck and Breda.
Count Swartzenberg, minifter to George-
William, who was uneafy to fee in the cha-
ra&er of this young prince, the early fparkles of
that fire, which afterwards made fo bright a
flame, kept him at as much diftance as he
could from the court, being convinced that
his condué& would not bear the examination of
fo vigilant an infpeor. The young prince
neverthelefs returned to his father, in fpite of
the minifter, and went with him to Pruffia,
where by the deceafe of George-William he
took poffeflion of his hereditary dominions.

Bur
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Bur this fucceflion was in great part in the

_hands of the Swedes, who had reduced the

eleCtorate of Brandenburg to a frightful defart,
where towns were traced only by rubbifh and
ruins, and villages by heaps of athes, which
hindered the grafs from growing,

Nor were the dutchies of Clevesy and of the
Marck, more happy; the praduce of thefe
provinces was divided between the Spaniards
and the Dutch, who plundered them alter-
nately, by raifing exorbitant contributions,
under a pretence of defending them. 3

Prussza, which hadbeen feized by Gufla-
vus-Adolphus, was flill bleeding of the wounds
it had received from the war. Under thefe def~
perate circumftances Frederick-William began
his reign :  Though he was a prince without
territories, an eleftor without power, a fuc-
ceffor without inheritance, and juft in the
flower of his youth 3 an age, which expofed
to the vivacity of paffions, renders mankind
almoft incapable of direftion; yet he gave
marks of the moft confummate wifdom, and of
every virtuc that could render him worthy of
command.

HE regulated his finances, proportioned his
expences to his revenues, and got rid of thofe
ignorant,
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ignorant, or corrupt minifters, who had con-
tributed to the mifery “of his people.  The
count of Schwartzenberg was the firft whom
he difmiffed : this count was great commander
of Malta, governor of the Marck, prefident
of the council, and great chamberlain. And
"if there had been any other more important
employments, he would have had them all;
for both the council and court of George-
William were concentered in one perfon. This
count, who had fold himfelf to the houfe of
Auftria, returned to Vienna, where he died
the fame year.

ArTER the death of Schwartzenberg, the
cleftor fent baron Borgdorff to Spandaw and
Cuftrin, to fet his feal to the effe&s of the de-
ceafed. The governors of thofe two fortreffes
refufed to obey. him, under a pretence that
they durlt not do it without exprefs orders
from the emperor, to whom they had taken
the oaths of fidelity. Borgfdorff diffembling
the infolence of this behaviour, lay in wait for
Rochow, governor of Spandaw, and fecured
him, as he imprudently came out of the fortrefs.
The ele€or ordered this rebel to be beheaded 5
upon which the governors of his other fortref-

fes returped to their dut_y.
FrREDERICK-
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Freperick-WiLL1aM received in perfon
the inveftiture of Pruffia in 1641, from the
hands of Ladiflaus, king of Poland. The
eleCtor engaged to pay an annual tribute of
120,000 florins to that crown, and to make
neither peace nor truce with her enemies.

BaroN de Leben received, in his name,
in 1642, the inveftiture of the ele@orate, of
the emperor Ferdinand IIL but he could not
obtain that of the dutchy of Cleves, becaufe
this fucceffion was ftill in litigation.

AFrtER having difcharged this kind of
duties, he turned his thoughts towards eafing
his people, being defirous of delivering his
territories from that miferable fituation, into
which they had been plunged. By his ne-
gotiations he entered into the pofleflion of his
dominions that were witheld from him ; and
he concluded a truce for twenty years with the
Swedes *, who evacuated the greateft part of
the Marcks of Brandenburg. He paid the Swe-
dith garrifons, who were ftill in pofleflion of
fome towns, 140,000 crowns, which amounts
to near 200,000 of our prefent money, and 3
thoufand buthels of corn a year. He con-
cluded a treaty in 1644 with the Heflians, who

* At Stockholm, Gotze and Leuchtmer were his envoys.
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reftored to him part of the dutchy of Cleves, .
which had been in their pofleffion ; and he
prewailed upon the Dutch to evacuate fome
other towns.

Tue powers of Europe, who now began to
feel the weight of along and ruinous war,
gave earat length to propofals of peace. The
cities of Munfter and Ofnabrug were pitched
upon as proper places for opening the confe-
rences ; and theeleétor fent his minifters thither.

THE great varicty of {ubje@s that ‘were to
be dcbated, the complication of caufes, the
multitude of fovereigns who were to be pleafed,
the different pretenfions upon the fame pro-
vinces, religion, pre-eminences, the fettling
the proper bounds of the imperial authority,
and of the Germanic liberty ; all this perplexed
chaos kept the minifters employed till the year
1647, when they agreed upon the principal ar-
tiC_lES- i

It is not at all neceffary to copy here the
treaty of Weftphalia, on which 2 laborious
zuthor has wrote 2 learned and ufeful treatife ;
T fhall be fatisfied with givirrg fuch heads of it
as any way relate to the hiftory of Branden-
burg. .

FrancE
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FrANCE having efpoufed the interefts of
Swreden, infifted upon Pomerania as an indem~
nity for the expences which Guftavus-Adol-
phus and his fucceflors had been at to maintain’
the war; but the cletor and the empire re-~
fufed to give their confent. Frederick-Wil-
liam at length agreed to yield to the Swedes
the Hither Pomerania, -the ifles of Rugen and
Wollin, the cities of Stettin, Gartz, and
Golnow, and the three mouths of the Oder 3
adding, that if the male defcendants of the
ele@oral line fhould come to be extinét, Pome-
rania and the New Marck fhould devolve to
Sweden ; and that, in the mean time; both
houfes fhould bear the arms of thofe provinces.
In return, as an equivalent for the ceffions
made by the elector, the bithoprics of Halber-
ftad, Minden, and Camin, were fecularized 3
and he was immediately put into the pofleflion
of them, as alfo of the counties of Hohenftcin
and Richenftein. He had likewife the expec~
tancy given him of the archbifhoprie of Mag-:
deburg, of which Auguftus of Saxony was
then adminiftrator.

"TH1s peace, which isconfidered as the bafis
of all the pofleflions and rights of the feveral
princes of Germany, and of which Lewis

D - X1V,



(78)

X1V. tecame guarantee, was publithed in the
year 1648.

- THo the eleQor’s ‘intercfts had been thus
fettled, he was' yet obliged to make a new
treaty with the Swedes in 1649, for the regu-
lation of difputed limits, and for the difcharg-
ing of fome debts, of which Sweden paid only
a fourth part. But the eleGorate, Pomera-
nia, and the dutchy of Cleves, were not en-
tirely evacuated by the Dutch and the Swedes,
who were ftill in pofeflion of fome places, till
the year 1650,

Tue duke of Neuburg had like to have
thrown things into the fame confufion, from
which they had been fo lately, and with fo
miuch difficulty difembarraflfed, by perfecuting
the proteftants of Juliers. Frederick-William
took them under his prote&tion, and fent ge-
neral Spaar with a body of troops into that
duke’s territories ; at the fame time making

propofals of accommodation to him, by the®

mediation of the Dutch.

Durine thefe tranfa&ions, CharlesIV. duke
of Lorrain, a wandering prince, who was ex-
pelled his dominions by the power of France,
and led rather the life of a Tartar than
of a fovereign, came to the afliftance of

the
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the duke of Neuburg. Upon his arrival,
the pacific difpofitions of both parties were
very near vanifhing; but at length they came
toan agreement,  With regard to the order of
their pofleflions, they ftuck to the treaty of
Weftphalia * ; and as to the article of liberty
of confcience, it wasagreed to abide by thofe
treaties, which had been made in favour of the
proteftants, from the year 1612 to 1647.

TuerE happened an cvent at that time in,
Sweden, in 1654, which, from its extraordi-
nary nature, engroffed the attention of all
Europe.

Queen Chriftina abdicated the throne in
favour of her coufin Charles-Guftavus, prince’
of Deuxponts. This altion was cenfured by
the politicians, efpecially by thofe who judge of
human condu& only by principles of intereft
and ambition. Thofe who pretended to
the greateft penetration, would have it,
that the young queen refigned the regal
dignity, merely becaufe of the averfion fhe
had conceived to Charles-Guftavus, whom
fhe was follicited to marry. The learned were
too profufe in their panegyrics upon this

* The dutchy of Cleves, the Marck, and Ravenfburg,
fell to the cle@®or’s hare ; Juliers, Bergues, and Ravenficia to
the duke,

D 4 princefs,
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princefs, for having facrificed, ‘at fo gendtr an
age, the glittering charms of grandeur to the
more folid pleafures of philofophy. But if fhe
had been really a philofopher, her glory would
never have been fullied by the murder of Mo-
naldefchi ; nor by the continual uneafinefs and
regret, -which fhe fhewed at Rome after her
abdication. " In the opinion of the moft judi-
cious, the condu&t of this princefs could not
but appear extraordinary, She merited neither
praife nor blame for having abdicated the
throne. An aéion of that nature cannot be
called great, but from the importance of the mo~
tives that determine it, from the circumitances
that attend it, and from the magnanimity with
which it is afterwards fupported.

Scarce had Charles-Guitavus afcended the
throne, when he {hewed his ambition of diftin-
guifhing himfelf in the military art. The truce
which Guftavus-Adolphus had concluded with
Poland, was within fix years of its expiration.
His delign was to oblige Jobn Cafimir, who
in 1648 fucceeded Ladiflaus, to renounce all
the pretenfions which the crown of Poland
formed on Sweden, and to yleld Livonia to
him.  Frederick-William, who mxftruﬂed
the Swedes, faw into their defigns; buts- in

order:
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order to amufe Sweden, he mediated a re-
conciliation between the Swedifh regency of
Stade, and the city of Bremen, whofe difputes
related to the liberties of this Hans-town.

CuArLEs-GusTAvuUs pretended, that his
military preparations were defigned againft
Ruffia, and fent a meflage to the eleGor, de-
firing him to put into his hands the ports of
Pillaw and Memel, in the fame manner as
Gulavus- Adolphas infifted upon George-Wil-
liam’s delivering up the fortrefles of Spandaw
and Cuftrin. But the fcene was changed ;
Frederick-William had too brave and generous
a foul to ftoop to fuch a condefcenfion. He
boldly rejected fo infolent a propofal ; and
made anfwer, that if the king of Sweden
really intended to attack the Ruffians, he
would engage to aflit him with-a body
of 8000  men; pretending, that the pro-
grefs of the Ruffian arms in Poland rendered
him apprehenfive, left they fhould draw near
to his own frontiers. This artful and polite
evafion gave the Swedes to- underftand, that
the eleCtor wanted neither courage’ nor fenfe.

THue republic of Poland having been ap-
prized by the eleCtor of the danger that threat-
¢ned her, entreated him to aflift her with his:
% . Dj artillerys.
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artillery, - troops, and good counfels. This
entreaty was followed with an embafly, de-
ﬁrmg him to mediate a reconciliation between
her and Sweden; and to this foon fucceeded
another, prefling him to furnifh the fubfidies
neceffary for the expence of the war.

THe ele@or, who was well acquainted
with the nature of the tumultuous deliberations
of this republic, always reédy to declare war,
without ever preparing the means to fupport
it, exhaufted by the rapine of the great, un-
certain in her refolations, ill obeyed by her
troops, and .inconftant in her engagements,
made anfwer, that he would neither take the
misfortunes,which they apprehended,upon him-
felf, nor facrifice his own interefts. for an un-
grateful nation.; In order, therefore, to pro~
vide for the fecurity of his dominions, he en-
tered into a defenfive alliance with the Dutch,
for eight years ;| and he courted the friendfhip
of Cromwell, that fortunate ; ufurper, who
had , gained in . his ' life-time the title  of
prote&tor ' of his - country, which pofte-
rity changed into that of a tyrant. He
tried to make an alliance with Lewis X1V,
who, after the treaty of Weftphalia, was be-
come the arbiter of Europe. He flattered the
imperious humour of Ferdinand I, in order

to
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toengage him in hisinterefts ; but he received
no other anfwer from thofe princes, but com=
pliments and empty fpeeches.

It was not long before Charles-Guftavus
confirmed the eleftor’s fufpicions. General
Wirtemberg traverfed the new Marck with a
body of Swedih troops, without permiffion ob-
tained, and drew near the frontiers of Poland.
No fooner had Steinbock attacked that king-
dom, than two palatinates of the Upper Po-
land fubmitted to the Swedes.

FrEDRICK-WILLIAM, perceiving that the
whole ftrefs of the war would be towards the.
frontiers of Pruffia, marched his army thither
in perfon, in order to be ready to concert pro-.
per meafures, and to put them immediately in
execution, At Marienburg he concluded a
defenfive alliance with the ftates of Polith Pruf-
fia, The chief articles were the agreement of
amutual fuccour of 4000 men, promifed: by
the contra@ing parties, and the maintenance
of the Brandenburg garrifons at Marienburg,

. Grodentz, and other towns.

THE Swedes were not at that time the only
enemies of the Poles. The Czar of Mufcovy
had penetrated the year before into Lithuania
with a numerous army. The pretext of this
irruption was a frivolous omiffion of fome ti-
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tles, which the Polifh chancery had forgot to-
give to the Czar. Strange, that 2 'nation,
which did not perhaps know even fo much'as
how to read, fhodld go to war with her
neighbours for fucha grammatical trife as the

fubfeription of a letter !
Cuarces-GusTavus, taking an advan-
tage of the perplexity of his enemies, made in
a very fhort time a confiderable progrefs.  He
marched his army into Pruffia, notwithftanding
the remonftrances of the ele@or; his troops
took up their quarters in Ducal Pruffia, and ad-
vanced into the neighbourhood of Konigfberg.
THE ele®or, to whom the Swedes had
more than once offered advantageous condi-
tions, - was come now to the critical moment,
in which he could not continue his neutrality,
without expofing Pruffia to inevitable ruin.
He followed therefore the road, which the fuc-
cefs of the Swedifh arms pointed out to him,
and concluded a treaty with that crown at Ko-
nigfberg in 1656, ‘by which he acknowledged
himfelf a vaffal of Sweden, and ‘promifed to
yieldv homage for Ducal Pruffia, on condition

. that the bifhopric of Warmia fthould be fecula-

rized in his favour. + In order to flrengthen

this new alliance, he concluded another with
Lewis
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Lewis XIV. who guarantied to him his pof~
fefions in Weftphalia, and upon the Rhine.
Not long after * he changed his treaty with
the Swedes into an offenfive alliance, The
king and the eletor had an interview in Po-
land, where they fettled the operations.of the
campaign, and particularly agreed to retake
Warfaw from the Poles, who had driven the
Swedes from that city.-

THE eleCtor marched his troops. afterwards
through Maflovia, and joined the Swedith
army at the confluence of the Viftula and the
Bock. Theallies paffed the Bock, and at the
fame time the Polith army paffed the Viftula at
Warfaw ; fo that there was no further obftacle
to hinder them from coming to a&ion.

Tue French minifters, d’Avaujour and de
Lombres, flattered themfelves with the hopes.
of reconciling the contending parties, by their
negotiations, With this intent they went from
one camp to the other 3 but the Poles, con=
fiding in their fupcrior numbers, being 40,000
ftrong,. defpifed the others, whofe forces fearce
amounted to 36,000 men, and infolently re~
je€ted every propofal made to them.

® At Marienburgs
4 Tug
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TaE Poles were ftrongly intrenched in their
camp, their right extending towards a morafs,
and the Viftula covering their rear towards the
feft, in a tranfverfe line; in which fituation
Charles - Guftavus and Frederick - William'
marched up to them.

Tue king' pafled through a fmall wood,
with his right to, the Viftula ; but the ground
was fo narrow, that when his troops were
drawn ‘out, he could prefent only a fingle front
of twelve fquadrons, and.three battalions, to
the enemy. He was obliged therefore to form
his men in columns, and the day was fpent in
fkirmithes and cannionading.  The infantry did
rot come up till late; the eleGor, who had
the command of the left, covered it as well as
he could with the wood, which had been juft
paffed by the right wing ; -and the army conti-
nued thus under arms-all night.

‘THE day following, which was the 2gth of
July, the ele@tor ‘took pofleflion of a rifing
ground, fituated towards his left ; from whence
he difcovered ‘a fmooth open plain, proper for
extending the troops beyond this little wood.
He ordered: his column to file off to the left,
ftretching along the plain, and flanked it with-
fix fquadrons. The Tartars perceiving this

motion,
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motion, attacked the eleftor on all fides, but
were repulfed ; and his wholeleft wing formed
themfelves on the plain, The Tartars made
a new attack, which fucceeded as ill as the
firft; upon which they retired in confufion.

THE king, finding it impoffible to attack
the enemy’s intrenchments on the fide of the
Viftula, made a difpofition for a new attack.
A motion of the Polifh infantry, which feemed
to indicate their intent of marching out of their
intrenchments, retarded him for fome time
but a few Swedifh cannon, which were levelled
againft the Polifh intrenchments, did fuch ex-
ecution, as often as the Poles attempted to
march out, that they were obliged to return to
their intrenchments in  confufion. Charles-
Guftavus wanted only this opportunity to
change his order of battle. The Swedes, who
were in the right wing, traverfed the wood,
and came and formed themfelves on the plain,
to the left of the Brandenburgers, who were
alreé_dy drawn up there.

AT the fame time the Polith army marched
out of their intrenchments by their right, and
formed a front fuperior to that of the allies.
Their whole cavalry was to the right, covered
by a village lined with infantry, and by a bat-

tery
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tery placed on an eminence. The king of
Sweden advanced beyond them, and took
them in flank. Upon which the Poles fet fire
to the village, and abandoned it, rallying be-
hind another village, which was covered by a
morat. The king purfued them, and’took
them once more in flank, which obliged the
Poles to fet fire alfo to this village, and to re-
tire as before. In this critical fituation, the
Polifh cavalry made 2 general effort, and at-
tacked the allies at the fame time in the rear,
in flank, and in front; butas this was fore-
feen, and there were troops prepared to re-
ceive them, the referve difengaged the rear,
and ‘the Poles ‘were repulfed on all fides with
confiderable lofs. ‘The night coming on de-
prived ‘the “Swedes this time of a compleat
viftory and they waited for the return of
day-light on the field 'of battle, all under arms.

AT day-break, which was the 3o0th of
July, the kivg thought fit to make fome new
difpefitions. He formed his two lines of in~
fantry, ‘the cavalry was placed in a third, 2sa
referve to the right, where the ele&or was
himfelf in perfon with the cuirafliersand dra-
goons of Brandenburg. S
L As
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As the enemy were ftill in pofleffion of 2
wood over-againft the left, a brigade of artil-
lery was detached thither, fupported by 5oo
horfe. After a fhort cannonading, the ca-
valry drove the enemy from the wood, which
was immediately occupied by 200 foot.
The ele@or then attacked the Polith cavalry,
who ‘were drawn up ofl an eminence, drove
them into the morafles, and intirely difperfed
them. ‘The Polith infantry finding themfelves
abandoned, and having loft their cannon, gave
way immediately, without waiting for the
enemy, and fled in the utmott confufion. The
vanquithed army repaffed the Viftula, and
abandoned Warfaw, which furrendered the
next day to the conquerors.

“TrE Polith army loft 6occ men in the dnf-
ferent engagements of thofe three days; and
the allies being harraffed with fafting all that
time, were not able to purfue them.

Joun-CasimiR had been prefent himfelf at
the defeat of his troops ; the queen likewife,:
and fome of the principal ladies of the king-
domvbeheld it from the bridge of the Viftula;
but they contributed only to increafe the fhame
and confufion of a total defeat.

AFTER
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A¥TER the viftorious army had refted
fome time, they madea march of fix German
miles in purfuit of the enemy. But the eletor
having received advice, thata body of Tarta-
rian irregulars had made incurfions into Pruf-
fia, he lefta detachment of his troops with the
king of Sweden, and returned with the main
body of his army to cover his own frontiers.
He acquainted the emperor with the news of
this viCtory ; and this prince, who in his heart
was far from being pleafed with the eleor’s
extraordinary fuccefs, gave him no other an-
fwer, than ¢¢ that he pitied the Poles for hav-
ing two fuch brave princes to deal with.”

FREDERICK-WILLIAM, obferving the
great nced which Charles-Guftavus had of his
afliftance, . made fo good a ufe it, asto obtain
the intire fovereignty of Pruffia by the treaty
of Libau; and Sweden referved to herielf
only the eventual fucceflion.

- THE emperor, who atithat time, in 1657,
cnjoyed a profound peace, feemed defirous of
concerning himfelf in the troubles of Poland,
either with a view of defending that nation, or
of promoting his own private advantage. Ac-
cordingly he fent Hatzfeldt with 16,000 men
to the afliftance of thls republic : and Den-

mark



(9:)

mark at the fame time efpoufed her quarrel out
of hatred to Sweden. Ferdinand 1IL not fa-
tisfied with affifting the Poles with his troops,
endeavoured alfo by his perfuafions to rid them
of a formidable enemy, folliciting Frederick-,
William in the ftrongeft terms to break with
the Swedes. This powerful alliance was to
Guftavus a certain omen of the inconftancy of
fortune.

Tue eleftor, thus prefled on all fides, re-
folved to prevent the laws of neceflity; and
with a good grace he confented to what he
could not avoid granting to the fuperior force of
a diverfion, which the emperor and the king
of Denmark were capable of making in his
territories. He figned a peace with the Poles
at Velaw ; by whichthis crown acknowledged
his fovereignty of Pruffia, and yielded to him
the bailiwicks of Lawenburg and Butaw, as
an indemnification for the bifhopric of
Warmia. The city of Elbing was likewife
mortgaged to him for a fum of money; and
the fucceffion of Pruffia was extended to his .
coufins the margraves of Franconia. Poland
and Brandenburg promifed to affift each other
with 2000 men ; the ele€tor evacuated all the
towns of Poland, that had been garrifoned by

his
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his troops 5 and this important treaty was ra-
tified at Braunfberg.

THE eleCtor, by abandoning the Swedes,
broke in fome meafur¢ alfo with France ; he
thought it therefore neceflary to fupply his old
alliances with néew ones; and concluded a
treaty with the emperor and the king of Den-
mark. Ferdinand TI. engaged to furnith a
body of 6000 men, and Frederick-William a
cosntingent of 35Co, in cafe -either of the con-
tra&ing parties fhould want the other’s af-
fiftance,

AT that time the imperial . throne, which
was become vacant by the death of Ferdinand
IIL. was filled by the archduké Leopold, whom
his father had caufed to be created king of the
Romans as early as 1653, in {pite of the golden
bull, and contrary to the opinion of the princes
of the empire.

* CuArLES-GusTAyUs being highly pro-
voked againft the emperor and the king of
Denmark, for defeating the vaft proje&ts which
he bad formed againft Sweden, in their very
infancy, revenged himfelf. upon Zealand,
where he made an irruption, and obliged Fre-
derick IIL king of Denmark, to clap up 2
peace; which was figned at Rodfchidt. Scarce

had
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had this peace been concluded, when it was
broke through again by the king of Denmark,
who, asfoon as he was at liberty, annulled a
treaty which he had figned thro’ conftraint.
Frederick III. tho’ the aggreflor, follicited
the eleftor to affift him againft Sweden, and
his requeft was granted.
FrREDERICK-WILLIAM made the prince
of Anhault governor of his dominions ‘during
his abfence, and fet out from Berlin at the
head of his cavalry, and three thoufand Impe-
rial cuiraffiers. He obliged the Swedes, who
were quartered in the dutchy of Holitein, to
retire beyand the Eider, and threw a garrifon
of Imperialifts and Brandenburgers into Got-
torp; and, after having driven the Swedes
from the ifle of Aland, he put his army into
winter quarters in Jutland.

THE year following, in 1659. he opened the
campain with the taking of Friderichfoude, and
of the iflc of Fionica ; but he failed.in his at-
tempt upon the ifle of Fuhnen, by the dif-
appointment which he met with in difembark-
ing his troops, the tranfport veflels having been
difperfed by eight Swedith men of war,

In order to divide the Swedith forces, De
Souches marched into the Hither Pomerania,
with
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with a body of Imperialifts ¥, and two thou-~
fand Brandenburgers. This general, and
Staremberg, having made themfelves mafters
of fome fmall towns, and of the ifle of Wolin,
laid fiege to Stettin. Wurtz, who was the
governor, made a very brave defence. The
news of this expedition was foon brought to
Denmark. Asfoon as Wrangel heard it, he
flew to the defence of Pomerania, and landing’
his troops at Stralfund, he furprized 1200
Brandenburghers in the ifle of Ufedom,, and
threw a reinforcement of 1600 men into Stet-
tin,

WrunrsT did not let his troops lie idle, but
made a furious fally, drove the Imperialifts
from their approaches, nailed up their can-
non, flung their camp into a general confterna~

" tion, and compelled them to raife the fiege,
which had lafted forty-fix days.

THE eleGor, finding the war was drawing
towards his own frontiers, drew his troops out
of Jutland, and followed Wrangel into Pome-
rania. He took Warnemunde and Tripfee,
defeated in perfon a detachment of 300 horfe
in the neighbourhood of Stralfund, and finithed
the campaign with the taking of Demin.

* Commanded by general de Dohna,
Waire
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WuiLe the war was thus carried on in
Holftein and Pomerania, the Swedes had driven
the Poles and Brandenburgers, in 1658, from
the great and little Werder, and from the town
of Marienburg in Prufia. But they were ex-
pelled from thencein 1659, by the Imperialifts
and the Poles ; and Polentz, with the troops of
Brandenburg, made an irruption into Cour-
land, where he took fome towns.

I musT obferve here, for a greater illuftra-
tion of thefe military details, that mott of the
towns which were befieged at that time, were
incapable of making a defence of 24 hours,
after the manner of befieging in our times,
unlefs there was an army at hand to relieve
them.

‘THE cuftom of abdicating was become epi-
demical in Europe. Queen Chriftina had fet
the example, which was followed by John
Cafimir, and Michael Coribut was chofen in
his place.

AMiIDsT thefe troubles and confufions, in
which the North had been involved, Charles-
Guftavus died in the flower of life, in 1660.
"The minority of his fon Charles X1. allayed the
warlike_fire of the Swedes, giving their paffion

leifure
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Jeifure to cool, and affording them time to em-
brace more pacific fentiments.

Tus belligerant powers now longed for
peace, and feemed defirous only of the meany
of fecuring it5 their animofity, together with
the caufe of it, was intirely extin&. The fe-
veral princes agreed to open the conferences in
the abby of Oliva, in the neighbourhood of
Dantzig. As ambition was banithed from
thefe negotiations, they foon came to a happy
conclufion. The treaty of Brauniberg was
guarantied in favour of the eletor, and the fo-
vereignty of Pruffia was acknowledged. The
other powers agreed among themfelves to
re-eftablith the order of their feveral poffefiions,
juft as they had been before the war.,

Prussia neverthelefs fubmitted with diffi-
culty to the treaty of Brauntberg; the flates of
this dutchy pretending that Poland had no right
to difpofe of them. Upon this occafion, a
gentleman, named Rhode, and who was one
of the moft turbulent of the malecontents, was
put under arreft.  Thefe firft motions of revolt
were eafily fupprefled by the eleCtor, who was
accuftomed to furmount the greateft difficul-
ties 5 and foon after he received in perfon the
homage of the Pruffians at Konigfberg.

FREDERICK-
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FrEpERICK-WILLIAM, who was the de-
fender of his fubje&s in time of war, had a ne-
ble ambition of fhewing himfelf their father in
time of peace. He relieved thofe famili¢s which
had been ruined by the enemy, and built new
walls for towns, whofe old ones had been de-
molithed. Forefts, and favage beafts, their
wonted inhabitants, difappeared, to make room
for colonies of hufbandmen, and for the nume-
rous herds, which now grazed in places, that
that had been laid wafte by the fury of the
fword. Induftry, and rural oeconomy, things
fo ufeful, and yet fo defpifed, were encou-
raged. New villages were daily feen to rife;
new canals were cut out for the conveniency of
the inhabitants ; and even a bed was opened
for an artificial river, which, joining the Sprée
to the Oder, facilitated the commerce of the
different provinces, by enabling them to com-
municate their feveral commodities. Thefe
wife arrangements were owing, as well to
Frederick-William’s continued application to
ftate affairs, as to the goodnefs and humanity
of his chara@er. T his prince was perhaps ftill
greater in this refped, than by his heroic va-
lour and political abilities, which enabled him
E to
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“to take a proper manner and time for the exe-~
~cution of all his projeéts.

“In 1665, the Turks attacked the emperor
in Hungary, and he fent him a reinforcement
of 2000 men, under the command of the duke
-of Holftein.

THE Poles had a war of the fame nature to
maintain againft the infidels, upon which oc-
<cafion he affifted Michael Coribut with a body
of men,

HeE received the eventual homage of the city
of Magdeburg, and garrifoned it with his own
troops: - He acquired the lordthip of Regen-
fein, which was a fief of the dutchy of Hal-
berftadt, and maintained his rights, in oppofi-
tion to the duke of Brunfwick’s pretenfions.
He reconciled in 1665 the duke of Lunen-

“burg’s fons, who were tearing one another to
pieces for their paternal inheritance ; he termi-
nated by a treaty the differences which flill
fubfilted between him and the dukes of Neu-
_burg, relating to the fucceflion of Cleves; he
entered into a defenfive alliance with Sweden,
and concluded a quadruple alliance at the
Hague with the king of Denmark, the republic
of Holland, and the duke of Brunfwick, to
which the emperor acceded. i

} THE
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T'uk intent of thefe alliances was to fecure
the tranquillity of Germany. And yet the
great precaution taken to render them fo nu-
merous, feemed to diminifh their value.

NoTwITHSTANDING all thefe endeavours,
Lewis XIV. difturbed the peace of Europe in
1667, by invading the Spanith Netherlands.
The reafon given by him for this war, was
his demand of Maria Terefa’s fortune, which
had not beén paid.. Tho’ this pretext did
not feem to bear the fame weight at Madrid
as at -Verfailles, yet Lewis XIV. thought
he proceeded according to rule, in invading
the Spanith Netherlands, whofe towns at that
time were but poorly garrifoned.

Fraxce being attentive to prevent any al-
liances, that might be formed for the fupport
of the Spanith intereft, thought proper, in
this conjun&ure, to court the eleftor’s friend-
fhip ; and this prince engaged not to concern
himfelf in the war, which in fa& was quite fo-
reign to him.

As early as the year 1670, the defigns which
Lewis X1V, had formed againft the united
provinces, were not fo fecret, but fome poli-
ticians faw into them. Thofe who are leaft
intercfted in affairs, are oftentimes the moft

! E2 cloar-
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clearfighted.  Frederick-William gueffed at
the French king’sintentions, and endeavoured
to divert the ftorm which threatened the
Dutch.  Lewis XIV. inftead of coming into
<the eleCtor’s pacific views, ‘tried to make him
a party in the war. For this: purpofe he fent
the prince of Furftemberg to Besrlin, who
was aftonifhed to behold a fovercign, that pre-
ferred the fentiments of friendthip and grati-
tude to the bait of ‘intercft, and the feducing
charms of ambition.

FrEDERICK-WILLIAM conicluded a treaty
at Billefeldt with the eleCor of Cologne, the
bithop of Munfter, and the duke of Neuburg,
for the defence of the united provinces. Scarce
had this engagement been entered upon, when
the duke of Neuburg, and the elector of Co-
logne, deferted to the oppofite party.

SucH was the fituation of Holland, attacked
by-France, and harrafled by the elector of Co-
logne, .and the bithop of Munfler, that fhe
was almoft deftitute of hopes of afliftance from
the gencrofity of her allies. The unfortunate
have an opportunity of making an infallible ex-
periment of the human heart ; for the decline
of fortune is ‘generally attended with that of

friendfhip. . What expeQtation then could Hol-
land

-
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landhave, to finda prince of fo magnanimous a
foul, as to attempt to ftop Lewis XIV. in the
triumphant courfe of his profperity, and to
expofe himfelf at the fame time to the calamitics,
which ‘the republic bad reafon to apprehend -
both for herfelf and her deliverers. And yet
fuch a deliverer was found in Frederick-Wil-
liam, who entered into an alliance with this
republic, at thevery time that Europe expeled
to fee her overwhelmed by thofe waters,
over which the had fo abfolutely reigned. _

‘THE ele&or engaged to furni(h her with -
20,000 men, half of whom were to be main-
tained at the expence of the republic; and
both parties agreed not to makea feparate’
peace. The emperor Leopold followed the
~ eletor’s examp!e, by acceding to this al-
liance.

‘THE invafion of Lewis XIV. had changed
the face of government in Holland, T he peo~
ple, grown defperate by the public ' calamities,
laid the blame on the penfioner, and revenged
themfelves of the miferies that threatened
Holland, on the brothers de Witt. William,
prince of Orange, was unanimoufly cleSted
ftadtholder. This prince, who was only nine-
teen years of age, became the moft implacable

E 3 enemy,
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enemy, that the ambition of Lewis XIV. had
to contend with.

Searck had the ele@or affembled his army,
when he marched towards Halberftadt, where
he expeted to be joined by Montecuculli with
ten thoufand Imperialifts, He continued his
march towards Weftphalia ; but Turenne quitted
Holland, took fome towns in the county of
Cleves, and camz to meet him at the head of
30,000 French. In the mean time Groningen
was evacuated by the bithop of Munfter, and
the fiege of Maeftricht was raifed by the
French; which were the firft fruits of this di-
verfion. ;

MonTEcucuLrr had received private or-
ders from the emperor, not to act offenfively,
The elefor’s intention was to fight Turenne,
and to march dire@ly t6 the afliftance of the
Dutch., But as Montecuculli would not cen-
fent to this, and the Brandenburgers were not
ftrong enough to attack Turenne, Frederick-
William was obliged to conform: to the empe-
ror’s intention, and he direGed his march tc-
wards Frankfort on the Main, acquaisting the
prince of Orange at the fame time with the
motives of his condu. This march neverthelfs

obliged Turenne to repals the RhineAm
u-
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Audernach, and rid Holland of 20,000 of her
enemies.

THaE ele@or wanted to follow Turenne,
and had made all the neceffary preparations for
pafling the Rhine at Nirftein ; but Montecu-
culli ftill oppofed it, declaring, "that the Impe--
rialifts fhould not pafs that river, Thus the
campaign was fruitlefsly fpent, and the eleGor
took up his winter quarters in Weftphalia. -

TuRENNE made a proper ufe of this in-
aftion ; he pafled the Rhine at Wefel, and made
himfelf mafter of the dutchy of Cleves, and of
the county of Marck, from whence he advanced
into Weftphalia. ~ At the fame time the bifhop-
of Munfter ventured to befiege Billefeldt, but
was difappointed in the attempt,

THE prince of Anhalt advifed the ele&or
to attack Turenne, but the fame reafons for
avoiding an engagement flill fubfifted. " As
the emperor had not declared war againft
France, he did not care that his troops thould”
at offenfively, and the Brandenburgers were
not {trong enough of themfelves to venture an
engagement with fuch an enemy,

Tre Dutch were fill behind-hand in the
fubfidies which they had engaged to pay to the
cle@or ; befides, as neither Spain nor the em~

E 4 peroa
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peror had declared againft France, all the
territories of Weftphalia, were in danger of
being Joft. Usider thefe conjun&ures Frede-
rick-William was difpofed to come to an a-
greement with Lewis XIV. A peace was
accordingly concluded at Vellen, and the
French Kking ratified it in his camp before Ma-
eftricht. The ele@tor was reinftated in his
pofieflions, excepting the cities of Retz and
"Wefel, which the French kept till the conclu-
fion of a peace with Holland. He engaged
hkewife not to aflift the Dutch any more ; but
referved to himfelf the liberty of defending the
empire, in cafe it was attacked. The other
articles of this treaty relate to the indemnity
for the ravages committed by the French
troops, which Lewis XIV, promifed to pay
to the eleStor.

NoTwiTHSTANDING the endeavours that
were ufed, the French could never be pre-
vailed upon to comprize Holland in this
treaty.  Frederick-William had facrificed
himfelf for this republic, and if his generous
example had been followed, at leaft in part,
by the other princes, his expedition would
have been decifive, and he would not have

been
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been obliged to fubmit to the fuperior power
of Lewis XIV,

EvEN the very enemies of Frederick-Wil-
liam felt the effe&s of his magnanimity.

A Frenchman, by name Villeneuve, who
was in Turenne’s camp, made offers to the
elecor of murdering the French general. Fre-
derick-William fhuddered at fo horrid a propo-
fal, and gave notice to T'urenne to beware of ~
the traytor, who was in hisown army ; add-
ing, that he embraced this opportunity with
pleafure, of teftifying, that the efteem he had
for his merit, was no way altered by the mif~
chief, which the French bad done to his ter”

. ritories in Weftphalia.

THE ambition of Lewis XIV., was en-
creafed by his profperity. He had over-run
Holland in 7073 and 1674, and obliged her
allies to abandon her, while the terror of his
arms kept the two branches of the houfe of
Auftria in 2 ftate of ina&ion. At the fame
time his troops committed moft horrid excefles
in the Palatinate, by levying contributions
with the utmoft rigour, and opprefling the
people. The eleClor Palatine complained to
the diet; and the emperor, who had been a
quiet fpe&ator of the conqueft of Holland,

RS waked
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waked out of his lethargy, as foon as the fecus
rity of the empire itfelf was in danger, He
declared war againft France, the only war
perhaps that the houfe of Auftria ever under-
took for the fecurity and defence of Germany.

LeoroLb joined with Spain'and: Holland ;
and Frederick-William engaged to lead an army
of 16000 men to the affiftance of the empire;
which he was permitted to do by the treaty of
Voften.  Spain and Holland promifed to- pay
for the maintenance of His troops.

THE beginning of this campaign proved
unfuccefsful to the allles.. The Dutch were
defeated at Scnef by prince Condé, the duke
of Lorrain was beaten at Sintzheim, and M.
de Bournonville at Holtzheim in Alface, both
By marfhal Turenne,

THE eleQor pafled the Rifine at-Strafburg;
and joined the Imperialifts a few days after
their defeat. Here he found the different ge-
nerals of the army great ly divided, and more
bent upon liurting: one another than-the ene-
my.

By the junétion of the Brandenburgers this
army was 50,000 ftrong. The elector, who
was dcfirous of glory, and wanted to fight,
could never perfuade Bournonville to hazard

an
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an engagement; fo that the campaign was. -
fpent in obferving Turenne. ‘The army
marched to Kokerfburg, and the Branden-
burgers made themfelves mafters of the fmalk
caftle of Wofeltheim ; while Turenne, who
aimed at fomething more important, repaffed
the Sarre, and retired into Lorrain. £

THEe eléCtor extended his quarters from:
Calmar to Mafmunfter, and the Imperialifts
blocked up Brifac.

TunresNE had confiderably the advantage
over an army torn by divifion and jealoufy, ef-
pecially after having received a reinforcement.
of 10,000 men from the army in Flanders. He
had retreated like Fabius, but now he advanced
like Hannibal. '

Tz eletor forefaw what happened.. He
advifed Bournonville to collect his feattered:
forces ; but this general, thinking himfelf fe-
cure, rejected his advice. In the mean time
Turenne pafled by Tan and Bedfort,
broke into the Imperial quarters, where he:
furprized a detached party, defeated Bournon-
ville in the Sundgow near Mulhaufen, and.
-purfued this general, who made all poﬂibic
expedition to join the eleCtor in the neighbous-
hood of Celmar, Turenne came found this:

E6
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camp with his fecond line ; upon which the
€leQor finding himfelf ftreightened for ground,
flanked by Turenne, and contradifted by
Bournonville, decamped in the night, and re-
palfed the Rhine at Strafburg,.

Tue Imperialifts raifed the fiege of Brifac,
and the French became once more mafters of
Alface.

FREDERICK-WILLIAM put the troops of
Brandenburg into winter quarters in Franconia,

Tais ill fuccefs ought not to furprize thofe
who are acquainted with the principles and
conduét of the Imperial court.

THE council of Vienna was widely different
from that of Verfailles, and Bournonville was
no way a match for Turenne.

AT Vienna, the minifters, who were mere
politicians, and unpradtifed in the art of war,
fettled the operations of the campaign in their
clofets, and the gencrals were only intrufted
with the execution of them: they were led,
as it were, by leading-ftrings, in an employ-
ment that requires the greateft freedom and
activity. 3

At Verfailles, the generals were made ac-
quainted with the intentions of the court, and
the Condé’s and Turenne’s were thought

men
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men of {ufficient capacity to be depended upon
for the manner of putting them in execution.

THue abbe Fouquet, cardinal Mazarine’s
favourite, took one day the liberty to point
out, with his finger on a map, the place where
marfhal Turenne fhould pafs that river. Tu-
renne replied coolly, Sir, your finger is mot
@ bridge.

THE French generals were like fovereigns
intheir armics. As their abilities were known,
they were laid under no conftraint, but in
every thing were left to follow the free impul'e
of their genius; thus they madea right ufe of
thofe moments, which the enemies loft in the
difpatching of couriers, to afk leave to execute
fuch things, as were no longer pralicable at
their return. Hence it was that Prederick-
William never made fo great a figure at the
head of the Imperialifts, as when he com-
manded only his own troops.

THE emperor, who had given him little
more than a nominal command, placed his
whole confidence in bis own generals, Thus
Montecuculli defeated every fcheme formed
by the eleCtor in the campaign of 1672 ; be-
caufe, as the Imperialifts Had not declired war
againft France, they avoided afting offenfively,

and
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and were fatisfied with the ceremony of making |
their appearance in the armies.

BouRNONVILLE, who had been beaten at
Holtzheim in the above-mentioned campaign,
received orders not to hazard another engage-
ment. Very likely he oppofed the eletor’s
fchemes thro’ perfonal jealoufy, and to pre-
vent its being faid, that this prince’s fuperior
{kill in the military art, had retrieved the loffes,
which had been fuftained thro’ the other’s inca-
pacity..

Tue French, not fansﬁed with recovering
Alface, wanted to weaken the Imperial army,
which might have been able to deprive them -
in the f{pring, of the advantages they had ob-
tained during the winter. For this purpofe
they created new enemies to the elector, who,
by the diverfion they made, obliged him to re-
turn to his own dominions.

NoTWITHSTANDING the defenfive alliance,.
which the ele€tor had concluded with the
crown of Sweden, and the duke of Neuburg,
in 1673, Wrangel marched into the Marck in
1675, atthe head of a Swedifh army.

Tre prince of Anhalt, who at that time
was governor of the Marck, complained bit~
terly of this Swedifh irruption.  Wrangel an-

fwered,
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fwered, that the Swedes thould withdraw, as
foon as the eleQor concluded a peace with
France.

T nis prince acquainted the eleftor with the
devaftation of his territories, and the enormous
exceffes committed by the Swedes. But as he
had not a fufficient number of troops at Berlin
to prefent himfelf before an army,. the ele&or
thought proper that he fhould not engage the
Swedcs, but wait his arrival..

WrILE the ele€tor’s troops refrefhed thems
felves after their fatigues,- in their winter
quarters in Franconia, the peafants of Branden-
burg, impatient of a foreign yoke, and driven
to defpair by the extortions of the Swedes, af-
fembled in bodies, and gained fome advan-
tages over their opprefforss  They formed
themftlves into feveral companies, and the
eleGtof’s name was in. their colours, with this
infcription.

For our Prince and Country we facrifice our
Lives,

In the mean time while Wrangel fell ill, which

increafed the licentioufnefs of the foldiers; they

did not even fpare the churches, but carried

their
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their rapacious cruelty to the higheft degree of
violence.

‘W HILE the Marcks fighed after a deliverer,
Fredeirck-William was making preparations
to confound the infolence of his enemies. He
fet out from Franconia, and arrived the 11th
of June at Magdeburg, Immediately he or-
dered the gates of the town to be fhut, and
ufed every precaution to conceal the news
of his approach from the enemy. Towards
the evening his army paffed the Elbe, and di-
re€ling their march thro’ by-ways, reached
the ‘night following the -gates of Rathenaw.
The ele&or gave notice to the baron de Brift,
who was there 2t that time, of the arrival of
his troops, and concerted with him proper
meafures to furprize the Swedes.

THE regiment of Wangelin was in garrifon
in the town. Brift invited the officers of this
regiment to fup with him. During the enter-
tainment they were overpowered with liquor;
and while they flept themfelves fober, the
cleStor ordered feveral detachments of his troops
to pafs the Havel in boats, and to attack the
town on all fides.

Geverar Dorfling, pretending to bea

Swedifh party, purfued by the troops of Bran=
denburg,
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denburg, was the firft who entered Rathenaw,
and cut the guardsin pieces. At the fame
time the gates were forced open, and the ca-
valry cleared the flreets 5 the Swedifh officers
could fcarce believe, when they awaked, that
they were the prifoners of a prince, whom they
imagined to be in Franconia at the head of his
troops. The adventure was fo extraerdinary,
as toappear-like a dream.

‘T'ue ele&tor, who well knew the vaft con-
fequence of embracing the critical moment,
would not wait for the arrival of his infantry.
In this delicate conjunéture he marched to
Nauen, inorder to cut off two principal bo-
dies of the Swedifh troops, one of which was
in the neighbourhood of Brandenburg, and
the other near Havelberg. That of Branden-
burg had paffed the Nauen, an hour before
the ele@or’s arrival. He purfued them clofely,
but not being able to come up with them, he
was informed by prifoners and deferters, that
they were marching to Fehrbellin, where they
had fixed the rendezvous with thofe of Havel-
berg.

THE eleQor’sarmy confifted of 5600 horfe ;
he had no infantry, and yet he carried with
him twelve picces of cannon. He did not he-

fitate
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{itate a moment to attack the enemy, notwith-
ftanding the inequality of numbers; and the
difference between the troops that compofed:
the two armies. He had only a body of horfe,
-and the Swedes had ten regiments of foot, wiih
fome dragoons,

FrREDERICK-WILLIAM gave the van-
guard on the 18th of June to the prince cof.
Homburg, with 1600 horfe, ordering him to
reconnoitre the enemy without coming to an
engagement. This prince fet out for the ex~
pedition, and after pafling thro’ a wood, he
found the Swedith troops incamped between
the villages of Hackenburg and Tornow, with
amorafs in their rear, the bridge of Fehrbellin
beyond their right, ‘and a fmooth plain in their
front. He drove the advanced guards before
bim, and came vp with them flying to the
main body of their army, who marched out of:
their camp immediately to draw up inorder of
battle. This prince was carried away by the
warmth of his conflitution, and let himfelf be
drawn into an engagément, which might have
been attended with a fatal confequence, if the
eledtor, apprized of the danger, had not im-

mediately flown to his afiftance.
Tre
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TuE ceftor, who was a prince of quick
and jult penetration, and of furprizing alivity,
made ufe of a bank of fand to’erect a battery s
which did great execution. As the Swedifh
army was thyown into fome confufion, he fell
inftantly with all his cavalry upon theenemy’s
right wing, and defeated them intirely ; the
body guards, and the regiment of Oftrogothia’
were cut in pieces, by the cavalry of Bran-
denburg.. The defeat of the right brought
on that of the left ; numbers of the Swedes-
threw themfelves into the morafles, where
they perifhed ; the remainder flew with pre-:
cipitation to Fehrbellin, where they broke
down the bridge.

THE ele&or being unprovided with infantry
could not force the bridge to purfue them;
he was thercfore fatisfied with pitching his
camp on the field of battle, where he had
gained fo much glory. He forgave the prince
of Homburg for having expofed, by his te-
merity, the fortune of a whele nation, tell-
ing him, * Were I to judge ‘you according
to the rigour of the military laws, you deferve
to lofe your life ; but heaven forbid I fhould
flain my lawrels with the blood of a prince,

who
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“who his been one of the principal inftruments
of my viGory.”

Tue Swedes loft eight colours, two ftan-
dards, eight cannons, 3000 men, and a great
number of officers in this memorable and de-
cifive a&ion.

DorrFrins purfued them the day follow-
ing, took "a confiderable number of them
prifoners, together with their baggage, and
the greateft part of their plunder. The
Swedith army, which was now reduced to
4000 men, made their efcape by the way of
Ruppin and Witftock into the country of
Mecklenburg. I think that Czfar’s wveni,
vidi; wici, may be juftly applied to the
eleftor, upon this glorious expedition,

Ir was owing to the fuccefs of the arms of
Brandenburg, that the Swedes were declared
enemices of the empire, for attacking one of
its members. Had fortune Tavoured the
Swedes, perhaps they would have found allies.
<. Tue elefor, whole army was now in-
creafed with Imperial and Danith reinforce-
ments, refolved to attack the Swedes in his turn
in their own country; he marched therefore
into Pomerania, where he made himfelf mafter
.of the threc principal paffages of the Pcene.

Tue
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Txe Brandenburgers, who looked - upon
themfelves as invincible under the command
of their prince, took the town of Wolgaftand
the ifle of Wolin. Wifmar did not furrender
to the Danes till . after the prince of Homburg
had joined them with a reinforcement of Elec-
toral troops.

THe eleor, and the king of Denmark,
whofe interefts were equally conneéted in their
war againft the Swedes, cntered into a clofer
engagement in 1676, to act with the greateft
vigour.,

In the mean while the garrifon of Stralfund
attempted during the winter to diflodge the
Brandenburgers from the ifle of Wolin. Mar-
defelt landed abody oftroops, and laid fiege to
the capital, which was defended by an Ele&o-
ral garrifon.  The vigilance of Marfhal Dor-
fling made them pay dearfor the temerity of
their enterprize ; he drew fome of his detach-
ments together, paffed over into the iflc of Wo-
lin, beat Mardefeldt, and would have intirely
defeated him, if the Swedes had not got on
board in a hurry, and made their efcape to
Stralfund.

A the beginning of this campaign, the
Bultic was covered with two powerful fqua~

drons,
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drons, which locked the Swedes up in their har-
. bours, and hindred them from fending fuccours
to Pomerania. The Dutch were commanded by
Tromp, the greateft admiral of his age; and
the Danifh fleet was under the command of
Juhl, an admiral likewife of eftablithed re-
putation. Even the privateers of Branden-
burg took feveral prizes of the Swedes,

THis nation forefeeing the difficulty of
withftanding fuch a number of enemies, at
tempted to make propofalsto the eleGor, in or-
der to draw him off from his allies, or perhaps
to fet him at varinace with them. Wange-
lin, who was made prifoner at Rathenaw,
founded the eleftor’s mind, and made over-
tures tending to an accommodation, but this
prince refufed to enter into any kind of ne-
gotiation.

Freperick William put himfelf at tke
head of his troops, and took Anclam, in fpite
of general Konigfmarck, who attempted to re-
lieve the town. He turned afterwards his vic-
torious arms towards Stettin, which he only
bleckaded, becaufe the feafon was too far ad-
vanced to befiege it in form.

THE enfuing campaign in 1677, Was

opened
2
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opened with a fea fight, in which the Danes
defeated the Swedith fleet.

Cuarres XI. who had hitherto been in 2
ftate of pupillage, began to appear like a king,
His firft effay was the gaining of the famous
battle of Lunden in Scania, where Chriftian V.
loft 6000 men.'

FortuNe, which favoured the Swedes
againlt the Danes, feemed to defert them

,when they had to deal with the ele¢tor ; for
the campaign of Pomerania turned out to
their difadvantage. .

THE eleCtor opened the trenches the 6th
of June before Stettin. The Brandenbur-
gers attacked the town toward the left bank
of the Oder; their allies the Lunenburgers
carried on their approaches on- the - right
bank, and the fiege lafted fix months.

Tae fortifications of Stettin confifted of
earthen baftions, furrounded with a ditch, and
defended by a wretched counterfcarp. The
out-works confifted only of two earthen re-
doubts. In our days this paltry town could not
have ftood a fiege of above cight days. At
that time the eleftor’s troops, accuftomed only
to field battles, were quite unpraifed in fieges,
and deftitute of ingeniers.

StET:
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SteTTIN did not capitulate till the 14th of
December. The garrifon was reduced to 300
:men, and the relations of thofe days infom us,
that this fiege coft the befiegers 10,000 men.
The Lunenburgers returned to their own
country. The great advantages which the
cle&or gained ‘over his enemies, did not make
fo favourable an impreflion upon the Imperial
court as might have been expefted. The
emperor wanted to have weak vaflals and
poor fubje@s in Germany, but no great lords
or powerful princes. As his politics aimed at
arbitrary power, he was fenfible of the im-
portance of keeping the princes of the em-
pire in a flate of mediocrity and impoterce,
in order to exert the tyranny, which the houfe
of Auftria intended to eftablifh in Germany.
The emperor’s council, and among the reft
one Hocherus, had the infolence to fay, that
the court of Vienna was unealy to fee a new
king of the Vandals enlarging his territorics
on the borders of the Baltic. This prophe-
cy was afterward verified.

WHhiLE the eletor’s campaigns were at-
tended with a continual feries of triumphs,
which were the fruits of his prudence, the
Dutch concluded a feparate peace with France.

FRrE-
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Freperick WiLriam reproached thefe
republicans with their ingratitude.  France
propofed to this "prince, that he fhould re-
ftore his conquefts to the Swedes; and indem-
nify them for the expences of the war. Could
Lewis X1V, have prefcribed much harder con-
ditions to a conquered prince ! The eleGor,
indeed, rejeted them; and as he had higher
views, he wanted to preferve by treaties, what
he had conquered by arms. But he was even
happier in Kis negotiations, than in his victories.

THe war was therefore continued in Po-
merania. .

In the beginning of the enfuing campaign
in 1678, the Swedes furprized in the ifle of
Rugen, two detachments of Danes and Bran-
denburgers, each of 6vo men. The king of
Denmark moreover loft Chriftianftadt, and
the ifle of Blechingen.

Tue ele&or’s fortune, or rather his pru-
dence, not being fubjeét to caprice, was much
more conftant. He received a reinforcement
of 4000 Lunenburgers, and with the affiftance
of fome Danith veflels he made a defcent upon
the ifle of Rugen, drove the Swedes from
thence, and made himfclf mafter of Fehr-
fchantz. = He took afterwards pofleflion of the

3 ifle
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ifle of Bohrnbolm, fat down before Stralfund,
and bombarded this town fo brifkly that it fur-
rendred in two days. At length he finifhed
this glorious campaign with the taking of
Grypfwalde.

ForTUNE feemed to take a pleafure in
furnithing this prince with every occafion’ to
difplay bis great abilities.  Scarce had this
campaign been ended, when he had tidings
brought him, that the enemy had attacked
him on another fide, and that general Horn
was marched from Livonia at the head of fix
thoufand men to enter Pruflia.

THE eleftor received this news without
being in the leaft furprized, and applied a
fpeedy remedy.- As his genius was fruit-
fol in expedients, it furnithed him at the
fame time with proper meafures for putting
them in execution ; and indeed, he projected
and executed, as it were, at the famé time.
He fent general Gortz before bim with 2000
men, who making a forced march, pafled the
Viftula, and arrived fafely at Konigtberg,
where he was joined by Hohendorff, and re-
mained there till the eletor’s arrival.

DurinG
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Durine this diverfion, the ele@or’s affairs
grew fill worfe by the defertion of the Em~
peror and Spain, who after the example of the
Dutch concluded a peace with France at Ni-
meguen, without taking any notice of the
eleQor’s interefts.  Thus this prince, and the
king of Denmark, were left a.lone to carry on
the war.

FreperIick Wnlham, in order to fireng-
then his party, concluded a defenfive alliance
with thofe very Dutch, who_had fo bafely
deferted him. He refigned fort Schenck to
them, and forgave them the arrears of the
{ubfidies due to him, for all which he received
only empty guaranties in return, which thofe
ungrateful republicans refufed even to fulfil.

Ix the mean while, the Swedes made a con-
fiderable progrefs in Pruffia, - They burnt the
fuburb of Memel upon their march, and made
themfelves mafters of Tilfit and Infterburg ;
their troops fpread themfelves around, and
their different parties over-run the whole
country.

But the ele@or foon retreived thefe loffes
by his prodigious diligence. He fet out from
Berlin in 1679, and put himfelf at the head
of 9ooo men, whom he had fent before him

F 2 undcr
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under the command of Dorfling. He paffed
the Viftula the 14th of January, preceded by
the terror of his name, which was now be-
come formidable to the Swedes. Horn, con-
founded at his approach, loft all hopes of with-
flanding the heroe of Fehrbellin; and as his
troops were alfo difheartned, he thought pro-
per to retire. ‘Gortz taking an advantage of
this confufion, purfued, harraflfed, and retard-
ed him in his march ; on which occafion the
Swedes loft 8000 men. A greit number of
peafants, having joined the body of troops
commanded by Goriz, took all the firagglers
of the enemy’s army prifoners.

THE elcétor, who did not lofe 2 moment of
time, appeared on the banks of the Fricfh-
haff. Having put all his army in {ledges, pre-
pared on purpofe, he proceeded the fame day
with his troops feven German miles from
thence, and continued his march in this new
and extraordinary manner. It was a furprizing
fpectacle to fce an army march over a
frozen gulph, which two months before was
covered with thips.

THE ele@or’s march with his army had
the air of a moft folemn and magnificent pro-

ceflion.
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cefion. The elefrels and the ‘whole court
were with him in f{ledges, and this prince
was received wherever he came, as the de-
liverer of Pruffia,

He difpatched Trefenfeldt from Labiaw
with 5000 horfe, to ftop the Swedes, till he
could come up with them. The fame day
he made a very long march on the gulph of
Courland, and arrived the rgth of January with
his little army within three miles of Tilfit,
where the Swedes had taken up their quarters.,
He received tidings the fame day, that Tre-
fenfelt had defeated two of the enemy’s re-
giments in the neighbcurhood of Splitter, and
that he had taken from them 28 * colours and
ftandards, two pair of kettle drums, and feven
hundred waggons full of baggage; upon which
he ordered him to improve thefe advantages.

THE Swedes beaten by Trefenfeldt, har-
rafled by Gortz, and intimidated by the neigh-
bourhood of the eleftor, abandoned Tilfit,
and retreated towards Courland. Gortz came
up with their rear, confifting of 1400 men,

* Either the number of the Swedes muft have been vafily
reduced, or there muft have been fome miftake in the number _
of colours. I fhould have fcrupled to relate this fadt, had I

not found it afcertsined by the different relations prefcrved in
the archives,

vy between
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between Schultzen, Crug, and Cuadjue, and
defeated them intirely. Both he and Tre-
fenfeldt returned different ways, loaded with
trophies, and conduding a great number of
prifoners, together with all their plunder.

‘THE retreat of the Swedes was like to a
total rout ; not above 3000 men of their whole
army returned into Livonia, the reft were all
deftroyed.

Trus enled this expedition, the only
one in its kind, and in which the cle&or
fhewed the full extent of his genius; an ex-
p°d1t101 in which neither the rigour of the fea-
fon in that extreme cold climate, nor the
length of the march for an army to the fron-
tiers of Livonia, nor nothing, in fine, could
ftop him.

T H1s campaign, which was planned with
fo much prudence and judgment, and executed
with fo much refolution and fuccefs, gained
the eleGor nothing more than empty fame.
This is the reward of heroes, but princes are
not always fatisfied with fuch payment.

His enemies had brouglit him from the
Rhine into the Marck, and from Pomerania
into Pruffia. Scarce had he driven away the
Swedes, when the cries of his fubjecls gave

him
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him to underftand that the French had enter-
ed the dutchy of Cleves with 30,000 men.

Lewis X1IV. infifled upon the intire re-
inftatement of the Swedes ; and was inflexible
upon this article. Every propofition that the
cle@or’s minifters made to Colbert, was re- |
Jeéted.

It was an unequal match; for the eleGtor
of Brandenburg and the king of Den-
mark could not pretend to cope with
Lewis X1V, and Charles XI. Valour fub-
mitted to numbers ; and notwithftanding the
repugnance which the eleCtor had to give up
his conquefts, he made a truce of fifteen days
with the French, that they might agree upon
the articles of peaces and he put them in pof-
feflion of the towns of Wefel and Lipftat,
till it was intirely concluded.

UPoN the expiration of this term, Crequi
entered the principality of Minden with 10,000
men. Here he was jiined by the Lunen-
burgers, and thefe troops fhut up between
them and the Wefer a body of Brandenbur-
gers, commanded by general Spaan.

FrEpERICK-WiLLIAM, who received no-
thing but excufes and refufals from the Dutch,,
with regard to their not exccuting the guaran-
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“tee, refolved to come to an accommodation, He
fent the baron de Meynder to St. Germains,
where they agreed upon the following condi-
tions; wiz. that the treaty of Weftphalia
thould be the bafis of this peace; that the
ele&tor fhould have the property of the cuftoms”
in further Pomegania; and that the towns of
Camin, Gartz, Greiffenberg and Wilden-
bruch, fhould be yiclded to him. In return,
he agreed to reftore to the Swedes all he had
conquered from them, and not to affift the
king of Denmark. Upon which France with-
drew her troops from his territories, and paid
him 30,000 ducats, as an indemnity for the
mifchief which Crequi had done to his fubjects.

THE peace being thus concluded, was rati-
fied and put in execution, without any diffi-
culty intervening on either fide, to prevent an
intire cvacuation.

The king of Denmark, who was now the
only champion left in the lifts, foon followed
the ele@tor’s example, and concluded a peace
at Fontainbleau with France and Sweden,
1With this difference, that the eletor at leaft
gained fomething by it, whereas the king of
Denmark, by holding out too long, got no-
thingat all. ¢
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THE peace of St. Germains put an end to
Frederic-William’s military exploits.  His laft
years were more pacific, and lefs glorious.
And yet he ftill thewed himfelf the great and
benevolent man, even in the moft private paf-
fages of his life. :

T'He wifdom, conftancy, penetration, and
every other virtue of this prince, were regu-
lated according to his different circumftances ;
appearing one while more fublime, and an-
other time more tender and obliging ; but al-
ways dire€ted by the principles of juftice, and
tending only to the glory of his reign, and the
welfare of his fubjets.

It is owing to a general prejudice, that
the greateft part of mankind idolize the fuc-
cefsful temerity of the ambitious. The glory
of military exploits renders them blind, even
to civil virtues; in their way of thinking, the
Eroftrati are preferable to the modern Am-
phions.

FREDERICK-WILLIAM was equally ad-
mirable at the head of his armies, where he
appeared as the deliverer of his fubjeéts; and
at the head of his council, where he admini-
ftred juftice to his people, and to his neigh-
bours; and raifed his country from a flate of

Fs annihi-



(130
annihilation, into which it had been plunged
by the war.

T HE ele@or’s virtues were of too extenfive ~

a nature, not to be known; his excellent en-
dowments gained him the confidence of his
neighbours, His impartial juftice rendered him
a kind of fupreme arbiter, whofe jurifdiction
extended beyond his own frontiers, by which
he judged and reconciled kings and fovereign
princes. He was chofen for a mediator be-
tween the king of Denmark, and the city of
Hamburg.  Chriftian V. received twenty-
five thoufand crowns of this town, which ferved
as a fponge to the Danes in their prefent ne-
ceflity. This city was hard prefled, at that
time, and would have been entirely ruined,.
had it not been for the affiffance and proteétion
&f Frederick-William.-

TrE Eaft paid homage to the reputation of
this prince, which had reached as far as Afia.
And Murad Geray, Cam of the Tartars,courted.
his friendfhip. :

‘THE barbarian ambaflador appeared in tat:
fered cloaths, which fearce covered his naked-~
nefs. They were obliged to give him other
apparel, before he could be admitted to court.
The Boudziake’s interpreter had a wooden

nofe,.

Spapa—
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nofe, and no ears. This was carrying fimpli-
city, and the contempt of pomp, to the high-
eft excefs; however, Europe was far from
growing jealous at this hungry embafly.

WHILE the ele@or was courted by the
“T'artars, he caufed himfelftobe refpeéted by the
Spaniards. This court owed him fome ar-
rears of fubfidies, which they declined paying
him. He fent therefore to the coaft of Guinea
nine fmall veflels, which he had made ufe
of in the Balic; and this little would-be fqua-
dron took a large Spanith man of war, and
carried it into Konigfberg.

"T'HIs prince made two confiderable acqui~
fitions in 1680. Upon the deceafe of the ad~
miniftrator of Magdeburg, this duchy was in-
corporated for ever with 'the eleGorate of
Magdeburg. As director of the circle of Weft-
phalia, he had the Imperial commiffion to:
proteét the ftates of Eaft Friefland againft their
piince, who had invaded their privileges; and
having the eventual fucceffion of that principa-
lity, he availed himfelf of the occafion to put
2 Brandenburg garrifon into Gritzil, and to
eftablith a company of merchunts at Embden,.
who traded to Guinea, and built Great Fre-
derickfburg, ‘

F 6 Bur
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Bu'r thefe fmall advantages were nothing,
in comparifon to thofe of Lewis XIV. This
prince made as many conquefls in time of
peace as of war. He purfued a new method,
in eftablifhing the chambers of re-union, which
by examining the ancient charters and old pre-
cepts, adjudged feveral towns and lordfhips to
him, which he had taken pofleflion of, as be-
ing originally fiefs or dependances on the pre-
fecture of Strafburg and ‘Alface. The empire
being exhaufted with along war, was fatisfied
with complaining to Lewis XIV., in writing.
But as the eleftor had not been included in the
treaty of Nimeguen, he refufed to fign this
letter, and he concluded in 1681, a treaty of
alliance with the ele@or of Saxony, and the
duke of Hanover, for the maintenance of the
peace of Weftphalia and St. Germains.

Lewis XIV. being unwilling to be di-
fturbed by the emperor, or by the empire, in
bis pacific conquefts, fet his engines to work
in the Eaft in 1682, which foon flung Leopold
into the utmoft confufion.

Tuerz were ftill two years to ccme of the
truce, which the infidels had concluded with
the chriftians after the battle of S. Godart.
And yet the Turks fent fuccours to the Hun-

g garians,
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garians, who had revolted againft the houfe of
Auttria, and they marched with a formidable
army up to the gates of Vienna,

Leororp, who, like ‘the reft of his fa-
mily, was no foldier, fled to Lintz in 1683,
with all his haughtinefs; he would neither
make conceflions tothe French, who had taken
Luxemburg from him; nor to the Turks,
who befieged his capital. And yet the em-
pire was incapable to withftand fo many ene-
mies. At length, the prefling follicitations of
the pope, of Frederick-William, the ele®or
of Bavaria, and of the chief princes in Ger-
many, prevailed upon him to agree to a truce,
which was concluded with France the 15th of
Auguft 1684.

THE fame year the eleCtor concluded an al-
liance with the circles of Lower Saxony and
Weftphalia, for their common defence. In this
treaty it was exprefsly agreed, that the princes
who aflembled the confederate troops, fhould
draw contributions from the neighbouring ftates.
The manners of that time are too much cha-
raltifed by fuch paflages as thefe, to be
omitted in our hiftory.

FrEDERICK-WiLLIAM had pretenfions to
the dutchies of Jagerndorff, Ratibor, Oppe-

len,
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len, Brieg, Wolau, and Lignitz. Thefe
dutchies belonged to him in firi&k juftice
by the treaties of confraternity, which had
been concluded with the princes who for-
merly poflefled them, and ratified by the kings
of Bohemia. He looked upon this as a favou-
rable conjun&ure to defire the emperor to fatisfy
his juft-pretenfions, and to grant him at the
fame time the inveftiture of Magdeburg, Leo-
pold, who knew no rights but his own, no
pretenfions but thofe of the houfe of Auflria,
and no juftice but his own haughtinefs, granted
what he could not refufe’; namely, the in-
veftiture of the dutchy of Magdeburg. And
yet he wanted a contingent of Brandenburg
troops, but they were refufed him. The cle€or
however fent fuccours to John Sobiefki, who
wasalfo attacked by the Turksin 1685; thefe
fuccours confifted of 20co men.

Every circumftance of that time feemed
to contribute to aggrandize the eleGor. France
was difturbed by the revocation of the famous
edic. of Nantes 3 ‘and fuch a migration en-
fued, as can hardly be paralleled in hiftory. A
whole.nation, , as it were, departed the king-
dom, thro’ the fpirit of party, and out of ha-
tred to the pope, in order to receive the com-

munion
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munion in both kinds in another climate, and
to chant Clement Marot’s old pfalms in other
temples.  For fuch powerful motives as thefe,
two hundred thoufand inhabitants went into
voluntary banithment, and abandoned their
pofleflions, carrying with them their indu-
ftry, and manufaéltures, to thofe places of
refuge, which they exchanged for their own
country. ‘T wenty thoufand French came and.
fettled in the territories of the ele€tor, who
by their numbers repaired in fome meafure the
depopulation which bad been caufed by the
wars. Frederick-William received them with:
that pity, which mifery excites; and. with
the generofity of a fovereign, who rewards
thofe artifts, whofc indultry is fo ufeful to his.
people.  This induftrious colony multiplied,
and made ample returns to their benefactor for
his hofpitality and prote&ion. The Marck of
Brandenburg became foon capable of drawing
from her own ftock thofe commodities, which
fhe had been obliged to import from foreign
countries.

Lewis XIV. wasoffended at the reception
which the eleCtor gave to the refugees. Frede-
rick-William, being apprehenfive that his
piety would imbroil him with France, entered

into
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into a more jntimate conne&ion with the em-
peror, and fent him, in the year 1686, eight
thoufand auxiliary troops againft the Turks,
under the command of Schoning. Thefe
troops hada great fhare in the taking of Buda,
and diftinguifhed themfelves greatly at the ge-
neral aflault of that town, where they were
the firft that entered. Notwithftanding thefe
fervices, they were denied winter quarters in
Silefia, and were obliged to come back and
winter in the Marck. - The emperor, how- .,
ever, granted the circle of Swibus to thc
ele&or, asan indemnity*

THEe reception of the French at Berlin,
and the fuccours granted to the emperor, at
length exafperated France ; fhe broke in fome
meafure with theeletor, by refufing to conti~
nue the payment of the annual fubfidy, which
had been granted him by the peace of St. Ger-
mains. Lewis XIV. could not avoid break-
ing the truce concluded with the emperor ; by
maintaining the pretenfions of Charlotte, prin-
cefs Palatine, wifé to the duke of Otrleans, to
fome bailiwicks of the Palatinate, which that
princefs laid claim to; and by repairing. the
fortifications of Hunningen, tho’ this was con-
trary to the treaty of Nimeguen, So enter-

prifing



e 70 B
prifing a neighbour alarmed all Germany ; the
circles of Suabia, Franconia, and the Lower
Rbine, concluded an alliance at Augfburg, to
guard againft the continval enterprizes, which
were formed by the ambition of Lewis XIV.

NoTWITHSTANDING fo many fubjeés of
complaint, - which the empire had againft
France; yet the emperor confirmed the truce
in 1687, which he had concluded with that
crown ; for the apprehenfion of the Turks
rendered him prudent and circumfpe&t. And
yet we fhall feein the courfe of this hiftory, how
the eleGtion made by the chapter of Cologne,
in favour ofthe prince of Furftenberg,at that time
bifhop of Stratburg, and prote€ted by France,
obliged the eleftor at length to break with a
neighbour, whofe ambition kept no meafures,
and who knew no limits to his:power.

THE eleGor had no fhare in this war, but
died before it broke out.  He granted his pro-
tection for the fecond time to the city of Ham-
burg, which was befieged by the king of Den-
mask in perfon with 17000 men. Paul Fuchs
and Schmettau, both envoys from the ele&or,
perfuaded Frederick V. to raife the fiege, and
to re-eftablifh matters upon the fame footing
as they ftood before that expedition. At the

fame
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fame time, the difference was compromifed,
celating to the four bailiwicks of the dutcby of
Magdeburg, which were in - the pofleflion of
the duke of Weiflenfels. The eleClor pur-
chaled the bailiwick of - Bourg for 34,000
crowns, and rclinquithed his pretenfions to
thofe of Querfurt, Yuterbock, and Damme.

THE North was in danger of being
difturbed again by the differences which
arofe in 1688, between the king of Den~
mark ard the duke' of Gottorp, concerning
the peace of Rodfehilt; by which Charles
Guftavus had procured for the duke the in-
tire fovereignty of his territories. ‘T he Danes,

~offended at this fovercignty, drove this prince
from Schlefwick, and declared that they in-

terded to kcep poffeffion of this dutchy, as

well as of Denmark. The emperor Leopold

wanted to intermeddle in the quarrel ; but the

king of Denmark refufed to truft his affairs into
any other hands than thofe of the ele&or. Con-

ferences were  accordingly held at Hamburg

and Altena. Frederick V. offered to yield

fome counties to the duke of Gottorp, the in~

come of which:would be equal to the revenues

of Schlefwick, excepting the fovereignty. The

duke refufed thofe offers, and Frederick-Wil-

liam



(135) ‘

fiam did not live tofee a conclufion of the
affair ; fordeath putan endto his gloriousreign.
Frepearck-Wirriamhadbeen along time
troubled with the gout. This diftemper turned
into adropfy ; and as his complaint grew worfe
every day, he met death with the greateft un=
‘dauntednefs and refolution. Two days before
He died, he convened his' council, and after
having affifted at the dcbates, and decided
affairs with a found judgment, and a perfe&
freedom of mind, he addrefled his difcourfe to
his minifters, thanking them for the fidelity they
had fhewn him, and exhorting them to dif+
charge their duty inthe like manner to his
fon. He turned then to the- electoral prince,
and laid before him the feveral duties of a
fovereign 3 he gave him a fhort analyfisof the
ftate in which he left his affairs, exhorted him
to aflift the prince of Orange in the expedition,
which he was then meditating againft Eng-
land ; and, above all, recommended to him
the love and prefervation of his people, as a
good father would have recommended his
children.  After.which he performed fome aéts
of devotion, and waited calmly for death.
He expired the zgth of April, 1688, with the
fume tranquillity of ‘mind, " and heroic indiffe
rence,



(140) g
rence, which he had conftantly difplayed in alf
his viftories. ’

He was twice married, the firft time to
Henrietta of Orange, mother of Frederick IIL
who fucceeded him ; the fecond time to Do-
rothy of Holftein, who was mother to the
margraves Philip-Albert, and Lewis, and to
the princeffes Elizabeth Sophia, and Mary-
Amelia. : i

FrREDERICK-WiLL1AM wasendowed with
all the qualifications requifite to form a great
man, and providence furnithed him with the
proper occafions of difplaying them. He gave
inftances of his prudence, at an age in which
unruly and fiery youth give generally only
marks of licentioufnefs. - He never exerted his
heroic valour in the purfuit of any bafe defign ;
but employedit conftantly in defence of his ter-
ritories, or in the afliftance of his allies. He
was warm and prudent, qualifications that ren-
dered him a great politician; he was indu-
firious and humane, virtues, which rendered
him a great prince. He was infenfible to the
dangerous charms of lawlefs love, and had no
other weaknefs, but for his wife and wine.
His fiery temperament rendered him fubjet to
tranfports of choler ; but if he gave way to the

firft
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firft motion, he always checked the fecond ;
and his generous heart abundantly repaired the
miftakes, which his natural impetuofity made
him commit. This prince was kind, magna-
nimous, charitable, humane, and naturally in-
clined to virtue ; he was the reftorer and de-
fender of his country, the founder of its power,
the arbiter of the feveral princes his equals,
and the honour of his nation.. A plain nar-
rative of his life is his greateft panegyric;
whoever would attempt to embellith the ftory,
would only diminifh its beauty. To touch his
lawrels would make them wither.

Eurore had granted the furname of Great
to three fovereigns, who reigned almoft at the
fame time, namely, Cromwell, Lewis XIV.
and Frederick Willlam. To Cromwell, for
having facrificed every civil duty to the defire
of reigning; for having proftituted his talents,
which inftead of being ufeful to his country,
were f{ubfervient only to his ambition ; for
having  concealed his impoftures under the
mafk of fanaticifm ; for having enflaved his
country under a pretence of fighting for her
liberties 3 for becoming the exccutioner of
his king, whom he facrificed to his fury :
to Cromwell, a bold, cunning, and am-

bitious
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bitious ~man, but unjuft, violent, and void
of virtue 5 a man, in fine, who had great qua-
lities, but never a good one. Cromwell
therefore did not deferve the furname of great,
which is due only to virtue ; and it would be
degrading Lewis XIV. and Frederick Wil-
liam, to compare them to fuch a rival.

THESE two princes were confidered, each
in his fpheré, as the greateft men of their age.
Sometimes: the’' events of their life 'refemble
each other, and at other times fome important
circumftances deftroy the refemblance. To
compare thofe princes with refpe& to their
power, would be comparing Jupiter to Philoc-
tetes, or the thunderbolts of Olympus to this
heroe’s arrows.. But if, abftralling from
their dignities, we confider them only in re-
gard to their perfonal qualifications, 1 am
fatisfied, that whofoever will give his judg-
ment impartially, will' not find the foul and
allions of the ele&tor, inferior to thofe of the
monarch.

THEY bad both an engaging and agreeable
phyfiognomy, ftrong features, a Roman nofe,
cyes that.fhewed the real fentiments of their
hearts, an eafy accefs, a noble air, and ma-
jeftic gait.  Lewis X1V, was fomewhat taller,

2 more
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more gentle in his carriage, and more laconic
in his difcourfe, than Frederick William, who
had contrated a ftiff carriage in Holland, and
a more diffufive way of fpeaking in the univer=
fities. Their birth was equally illuftrious.
The Bourbons, indeed, ' reckoned ' a ‘greater
number of  fovercigns among their anceftors
than the Hohenzolletns ; - they were alfo kings
of a large’ monarchy,” and the others only
eleCors of a country of 2 fmall extent, and
partly depending on the emperors.

TrHESE princes in their younger days had
almoft the fame fate. ' -The young king,
refiding in his own kingdom ‘with his- mother
Anne of Auftria, and his minifter cardinal
Mazarin, purfued by the flingers and the princes
of the blood, beheld from a diftant eminence;
the battle which his rebellious fubjects ‘fought
againft lis troops in the fuburbs of §. Antony.
The young prince, whofe father had been
fiript of his territorics by the Swedes, was a
kind of fugitive in Holland, where he ferved
his military prenticefhip under Frederick Henry
prince of Orange, and fignulized himfelf at the
ficge of fort Schenk and Breda. = Lewis X1V,
upon coming to the regency, reduced his
kingdom to obedience by the weight of- his

royal
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royal authority. Frederick William fucceed-
ed his father in a country poflefled by the
enemy, but recovered his inheritance by po-
licy, negotiations, and treaties. s

RicHLIzU, minifter to Lewis XIII. was
a genius of the firft clafs ; whofe abilities laid
the faundaticns of that grandeur, on which
Lewis XIV. had enly to raife the fuperftruc-
ture.  Schwartzenberg minifter to George
William was a traytor, whole mal-adminiftra-
tion flung the territories of Brandenburg into
that deplorable fituation, in which Frederick
William found them when he came to the
regency. The French monarch is therefore
juftly deferving of praife, for having purfued
the road to glory, wihich had been pointed out
to him by Richlieu; but the German heroe
appears  fomething™ more thari human, by
creating his territories, as it were, anew,
and by owing his grandeur entirely to the ac-
tivity of his genius.

BoTH thefe princes commanded their armies
in perfon. Lewis XIV. had under him the
moft celebrated generals in Europe, the Tu-
renne’s, the Conde’s, and the Luxemburg’s 3
encouraging abilities of every kind, exciting
merit by the emulation of pleafing him, look-

ing
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ing on the diretion of armies during the whole
war as beneath him, but not difdaining to make
a campaign ; befieging towns, but avoiding
battles. - He was prefent in perfon at that ra-
pid expedition, in which prince Condé fubdued
Franche Comt¢ in three weeks. He encou-
raged his troops by his prefence, when they
pafled the Rhine at the famous ford of Tol-
huys, and drove away the Dutch, who were
drawn up on the oppofite bank ; an exploit
which the idolatry of his courtiers and the flat-
tery of his poets extolled as miraculous, . Fre-
derick William, without any able general to
advife him, fupplied every deficiency himfelf ;
he formed his own proje&s, and put them per-
fonally in execution ; and tho’ he thought like
a general, ‘yet he knew how to fight like a
foldicr. As a «contraft to the paffage of the
Rhine, I fhall mention the battle of Warfaw,
which lafted three days,  and in which the
great eleCtor was one of the principal inftru-
ments of the victory ; againft the conqueft of
Franche Comte, I fhall fet the taking of Ra-
thenaw, and the battle of Fehrbellin, where oyr
heroe at the head of 5000 hotfe charged and
defeated the Swedith army 5 and if this is not
enough, I fhall throw into the account the;

G expe-
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expedition of Pruffia, where his army flew on
frozen feas, advanced forty German miles in
cight days, and where the name alone of this
great prince drove the Swedes, in fome mea-
fure, without fighting, intirely out of Pruffia.

THE aélions of Frederick William render
him fo much the “more worthy of admira-
tion, as they were intirely owing to the
genius and courage of a prince, who with
few helps undertook the boldeft projes, and
executed the moft difficult enterprizes; his
genius appeared to be fruitful of expedients, in
proportion to the increafe of the obftacles he
met with,

- THE altions of the French monarch dazzle
us, by the magnificence with which they are:
difplayed, by the importance ofsthe obje@s
interefting to all Europe, and by the multitude
of troops that contributed to his glory., Thofe
of the German heroe furprize us by their
boldnefs, and rapidity ; they force our admi-
ration by the charaéter of enthufiafm with which
they are ftamped. '

Lewrs XIV. continued fuccefsful only dur-
ing the lives of the Colbert’s; the Louvois’s,
and fome great generals to whom France gave
birth, The fortune of Frederick William was

almoft
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almoft generally conftant and uniform. It
feems therefore, that the grandeur of the one
was owing to his minifiers and generals,
and that the heroifm of the other was inherent
in his perfon.

THE king, by his conquefts, added Flan-
ders, Franche Comté, Alface, and in fome
meafure, Spain t6 his monarchy, which ex-
pofed him to the jealoufy of all Europe. The
cletor acquired Pomerania, Magdeburg, Hal-
berftat, and Minden by treaties, making fo
dexterous ufe of the envy which then reigned
among his neighbours, as to render them fub-
fervient to the augméntation of his grandeur.

Lewis XIV. was' become the’ arbiter of
Europe by his power, to which even the
greateft princes fubmitted. Frederick William
became the oracle of his neighbours by his
virtue, which gained him the efteem and con-
fidence of prinées.  While fome bore with
impatience the defpotic yoke, which the for-
mer impofed upon them ; others chufed to
fubmit their differences to the jutt and im-
partial judgments of the latter.

I~ vain did Francis I. endeavoured to draw
the polite” arts into France ; this great work
was referved for Lewis XIV, © He took them

Ga under
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sinder his proteGion, and immediately the
Attic tafte, and Roman urbanity were revived
at Paris.  Urania had a golden compafs in her
hands. “The bays of Calliope were befprinkled
with the waters of PaGolus, and fumptuous
temples were appointed for an azylum to the
Mufes. George William made feveral ufe-
lefs efforts to preferve the tafte of agriculture
in his country 3 but the thirty years war, like
a furious torrent, laid all the north of Ger-
many wafte. Frederick William repeopled it,
and changed the morafles into meadows, the
deferts into villagés, the ruins intocities, and the
wild beafts of the woods into numerous flocks,
swhofe milk and fleeces enriched the inhabitants.
The ufeful arts are the eldeft fifters of the
polite ones, and of courfe muft precede them.
Lewas X1V, deferves immortal fame even
for this paflage of his life; the memory of the
eleStor will be dear even to his lateft pofterity,
for not having defpaired of his country. - The
fciences ought to-ereét altars to one, whofe
hberal proteétion contributed to enlighten the
world ; mankind fhould raife altars to the other,
whofehumanity repeopled the earth. One thro’
the -inferiority of his ftation reaped only corn ;
the
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the other’s opulence fet himt upon gathering
flowers.

Bur the king drove the protcftants out of
France, and the eleGor received them intd
his dominions. In' this - refpe the fuperfti-
tious king is far inferior to the humane and
tolerating prince. Policy and humanity both
combine to give the eleGor the intire prefe-
rence in this article.

WiTH regard to gallantry, politencfs, ge-
nerofity, vaft defigns, and magnificence, the
French fumptuoufnefs compared to the Ger-
man frugality, carriesit greatly, Lewis bad a3
much the advantage over Frederick Williamy
as Lucullus over Achilles.

One granted fubfidies by opprefling his
people, the other received them to eafe his.
Thus France was exhaufted to fuch a degree,
that Samuel Bernard, to fave the honour of
the crown, turned bankrupt for her; but no
bankruptcy of that kind ever ftained the ho-
nour of the government of Brandenburg. The
bank of his dominions maintained its ground,
and kept paying notwithftanding the irruption
of the Swedes, the plundering of the Auftri
ans, and the misfortune of the peftilence.

TrEY both concluded treaties, and both:

G3 broke
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broke them; one thro’ infatiable ambition,
and the other thro’ abfolute neceflity. The
ftrongeft rid themfelves of the obligation of
their promife, by their own free will; the
weakeft fail in their engagements, thro’ com-
pulfion and force.

THE monarch was governed towards the

end of his reign by his miftrefs, the heroe by
his wife. The pride of mankind would be
too much humbled, if the frailty of thofe '
demi-gods did not convince us, that they arg
under the fame condition of mortality as our-
felves.
. TuEy both ended, as they had lived, like
great men, meeting death with unfhaken re-
folution, quitting pleafures, fortune, glory, and
life with a ftoical indifference, holding the
helm of government with a fteady hand to the
faft moment, recommending at their death,
their people with a paternal tendernefs to their
fucceflors, and juflifying by a life full glorys
virtues, and wonders, the furname of Great
given them by their cotemporaries, and which
has been confirmed to them with one' com-
mon voice by pofterity.

M E-



FREDERICK Il
THE

FirsT Kine of PRUS SIA.

REDERICK I was born at
F Konigerg in Pruffia, the 22d of July,
1657, of Louifa-Henrietta of Orange,
firft wife to the great cledtor., His mother
dicd, and the cle@res Dorothea made his life
very uneafy inhis younger days. She contrived
to prejudice Frederick-William  againft -this
fon of the firft venter, who was fickly, and de-
formed, and whofe education had been greatly
neglefted. The father’s prepofieflion againft
him went fo far, that he would have been
pleafed to fee the fucceffion devolve to prince -
Phitip his fecond fon.
ThE ele@refs was fufpected in thofe days
of having attempted to poifon her ftep-fon %
4 but
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but as there is no undoubted proof of this faét,
and asitis only glanced at by fome writers, it
ought not tohave a place in hiftory, which
being the depofitary of truth, fhould never
- fully the memory of the great with the imputa-
tion of heinous crimes, without having fuch
proofs as amount to full convition.

THE falls themfelves fufficiently clear the
cleftrefs; fince it is certain that Frederick II1.
lived, and married in 1679, for his firt wife,
Elizabeth-Henrietta, daughter of William VI,
landgrave of Hefle; and that, after her de-
ceafe, in 1684, he'was married again to So-
phia-Charlotte, daughter of Erneft- Auguftus,
duke of Hanover, and fifter of George, who
was afterwards king of England.

THE ele&refs Dorothea feemed to aim ra-
ther at the property, than the life of this
prince.  For itis pofitively affirmed, that the
great eleCtor was determined at her follicitations
to make a will, by which he divided all the
acquifitions which he had made during his
reign, among his children by the fecond ven-
ter. ‘The Auftrian party made a proper ufe of
this will to prejudice the elettor againft France,
The emperor engaged to annul this fettlement,

on
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on condition that Frederick IIL -reftored to
him the circle of Swibus; we fhall fee in the:
fequel of this hiftory, in what manner this
convention was executed.

TRE acceflion of Frederick III. to the re~
gency in 1688, is remarkable for the break-
ing out of 2 new war. Lewis XIV. was the
caufe of it, who infifted upon fome bailiwicks:
of the Palatinate, as belonging to the dutchefs
of Orleans, He complained alfo of the affront:
done him by the German princes, who had.
entered into a league againft him at Augfburg ;.
and he declared, that he was obliged in honour
to maintain the ele€tion made by the canons of
Cologne, in favour of the prince of Furftem-
berg, which wasoppofed by the emperor.

‘Tris declaration of war was backed by ar-
mies. ‘The marfhals de Duras and Montglas-
took Worms, Philipfburg, and Mentz. The
Dauphin befieged Manheim and Franckendahl
in perfon ; and almoft the whole courfe of the
Rhine fell, inlefs than one campaign, under
the French dominion.

THE eleCtor, who imputed all the vexation
which his ftep-mother had given him,to France, .
becaufe fhe had her particular reafons for en<

Gy gaging.
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gaging' Frederick-William in the intereft of
Lewis XIV. had an utter averfion for every
thing that was French. This averfion was
diligently fomented by ‘the Auftrian party, as
it could not but turn out to their advankagev;
they encouraged it alfo by creating that phan-
tom of the univerfal monarchy of Lewis XIV,
with which they bewitched one half of Europe.
Germany was often alarmed by this childifle
bug-bear, and plunged into wars, in which
flic had no manner of concern: but as the
edge of the very beft weapons grows blunt in
time, thefe arguments infenfibly loft their jl-
lufory force; and the German  princes at
length perceived, that if they had any arbi-
trary power to dread, it was not that of Lewis-
X1V,

AT that time the {pell was in its full force,
and operated efficacioufly on amind difpofed by
prejudices to give it a favourable reception..
Frederick II1. thought himfelf therefore obliged
to affift the emperor; and fent general Scho-
ning with 2 confiderable body of troops to the
Upper Rhine. The Brandenburgers having
made themf{elves mafters of Rhinbergue; the
eleQor took the command of the army in per-
fon, and laid fiege to Bonn.. Mentz furren--

1 dered.
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dered to the allies; the troops which had taken:
this town joined the ele&or, and hindred.
Boufflers from relieving Bonn; fo that Af-
feldt, who was governor of this place, furren--
dered it by capitulation the 12th of O&tober.
THE ele€or made the enfuing campaign in:
1690, and continued to. furnifh confiderable:
fuccours to the powers allied againft France.
WiLriam, prince of Orange, had under-
taken the conqueft of England, foon after the:
death of the great eleftor.. A Jew of Amfter-
dam, by name Schwartzau, lent him two.
millions for this expedition ; telling him, if
you fucceed, I know you will pay it me again ;
if you mifcarry, I am willing to lofeit, With
this fum William landed in England, where
he dethroned James, his father-in-law, fub~
dued the oppofite party, and became, in fome
meafure, the lawful fovereign of thofe three
kingdoms, by the confent of the people, who
feemed to juttify hiscufurpation. James, who
was-incapable of conciliating the public efteem
on the throne, or of reigning over a nation,
whofe privileges he (hould “have regarded, let
the fcepter flip thro” his hands; and being pur--
fued by bis own children, who had firipped. .
him of the crown, he retired into France,
G 6 where:
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where neither his dignity, nor misfortunes;
could procure him any efteem.

Tre new king of England took the com-
mand of the allied army in-1691. He go-
verned Europe by his intrigues, exciting the
jealoufy of every prince againft the power of
‘Lewis'X1V. whom he mortally hated. The
world was all up in arms, to keep him in
pofleflion of that defpotic power, with which
he governed ‘the United Provinces, and which
he would have loft in time of peace. He was
called the king of Holland, and ftadtholder of
England. Tho’ he wasunfuccefsful in war;
where he was generally beaten ; yet he was
fertile and vigilant in repairing hislofles, which
rendered him the hydra of the fable ; fo that
he was as much dreaded by his enemies after
his defeats, as Lewis XIV., after his viories.
He had an interview with the ele&or concern-
ing the political interefts of thofe times.

THERE was too wide'a difference-in the
chara&er of thefe two princes, to expe& any
thing of importance from their deliberations.
William was grave, plain, and full of folidity :
Frederick III. was reftlefs, impaticnt, pre~
poffefled with the idea of his grandeur and
magnificense, regulating the moft trifling ae-
g tions,
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tions, with the exat compafs of a ceremo--
nial. The pundilio of a: great chair had like:
to have embroiled thofe princes for ever. And
yet the eleGor fent 15000 Brandenburgers to
join:the army in Flanders commanded by king
William, and another- confiderable body of
troops to aflift the emperor againft the infidels.
Thefe troops diftinguithed themfelves at .the
battle of Salanquemen, which prince Eugene
gained againft the Turks.

Kinc William, who was lefs fortunate, or
lefs fkilful; loft inFlanders the battles of Leuf-
den and Landen in 1692.

ErnEsT-AuGusTus, duke of Hanover;,
father-in-law  of  Frederick III. fupplied
the emperor with a body of 6000 men, in
1693, and’ in return for this afliftance he re-
ceived the eleétoral dignity. The creation of
this ninth eleGtorate met with great oppofition
in the: empire. None but the eleCtors of
Brandenburg and Saxony confented to it ; but
as the emperor wanted real fuccours, he did
not think that he purchafed them too dear
with frivolous-titles.

THis feemed to be the feafon, in which the
ambition of princes was to bud and difclofe it-
felf. The time for aggrandizing themfelves

4 proved
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proved fo favourable, ‘that William prince of
Orange was become king of England, and
Erneflt duke of Hanover was made ele@or.
Auguftus of Saxony was upon the point of
being chefen king of Poland, and Frederick I1L.
began now to meditate the fcheme of his roy-
alty.

As this is one of the principal articles of this:
prince’s life,. and an event of great importance
to the houfe of Brandenburg ; and as the pro-
je& of royalty is a chain,. on which every ac-
tion of Frederick III. depends, it is neceflary
that I thould explain here the motives that gave
rife to it, the means by which it was executed,.
and fome circumftances that influenced the po-
litical meafures of thofe times,.

Tae ambition of Frederick IIT. was con-
fined, -as well by his ftation, as. by his domi-
nions. He was too weak to raife himfelf above
the heads of his neighbours, who were as ftrong
and as powerful as himfelf ; therefore he had:
no other expedient left but the pomp of titles,
to fupply the intrinfic defect of power. Hence-
all his thoughts and defires were turned ta-
watds the regal dignity.

WE find in our archives a very fenfible me--
suorial, which is attributed to father Vota, a.

jefuit,
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jefuit. Tt runs chiefly upon the choice of one
thefe titles, either that of the king of the
Vandals, or of the king of Pruffia ; and on the
advantages arifing from the regal dignity. It
feems wrong to attribute this work to that je-
fuit, efpecially as bis fociety could have no in-
tereft in aggrandizing a proteftant prince. Be-
fides, it is natural to fuppofe, that the eleva-
tion of the prince of Orange, and the expeéta-
tion of Augultus of Saxony, rendered Frede-
rick IIL jealous, and raifed an emulation in:
him, to place himfelf like them on a throne..
We are gencrally miftaken, when we feek for
the principles of human ations, any where but
in the paflions and affeGions of mankind.

So difficult was this projeét to execute,
that it appeared chimerical to the. eleGor’s
council. His minifters, Danckelman and Fuchs,.
objected againft the frivoloufnefs of it, thein-
fuperable obftacles by which they forefaw it
would be obftruted,. the little benefit to be
reaped from it, and the great trouble and ex-
pence that muft neceffarily be incurred to main-
tain the fplendor of a dignity,. from which no-
thing could be expe&ed but empty honours.
But all thefe arguments had no manner ‘of
wcight with a prince, prepofleffed with his

own.
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own ideas, jealous of his neighbours; and'
greedy of grandeur and magnificence.

From this day, Danckelman dated his
difgrace. He was fent afterwards to Spandaw,
for telling his fentiments too freely, for difclofing
the truth without artifice or difguife, toa court
corrupted by flattery 5 and for contradi@ing a
prince,. who was full of his vain projeéts of
grandeur.

THERE is a medium between the poifon of
flattery, and the wholefome feverity of truth,
which is confiftent with the charadler of a
man of honour. The leCtures of a Mifan-
thrope exafperate the mind; but thofe fage
counfels, which foften the feverity of truth,
are like the honey, which is put round the
‘brim of a veffel full of wormwood. Ttis a
vehicle that conceals the bitternefs of it. Happy
thofe princes, whofe ears are not fo delicate,
but they can have a relifh for truth, even:
when conveyed by indifcreet fpeeches 3 but
this is an effort of virtue, which few men ar-
Tive at. »

DanckELMAN was fucceeded in the
prince’s favour by a young courtier, very little
known for genius or abilities; this was baron
de Colbe, aftérwards count de Wartemberg.

He
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He was not indeed poflefled of thofe fhining
virtucs, which command the admiration of the
public ; but he was mafter of the art profefled
at court, which is that of attendance and flat~
tery, or rather of fervile meannes. Thus he
entered blindly into his mafter’s views, from a
convition, that to render himfelf fubfervient
to the gratifying of his prince’s paflion, was
the way to make his own fortune.

CoLBr was not fo ignorant, as not to fee
shat he wanted an able perfon to affift him
in his new employment. D’llgen, who was
clerk in the fecretary of State’s office for fo-
reign affairs, gained his confidence, and di-
re€ted him with fo much prudence, that Colbe
was declared prime minifter, and’ obtained'the
department of foreign affairs.

Freperick IIl. was flattered only with
the externals of royalty, with the pomp of
feenery, and with a kind of irregular felf-love,
which takes a pleafure in- making others fenfi-
ble of their inferiority. But that which was
the effe@ of a childith vanity, turned out af-
terwards a mafter-piece of politics : for the re~
gal dignity refcued the houfe of Brandenburg
from that ftate of fervitude, in which the houfe
of Auftria had hitherto kept the princes of Ger=

many.
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many. It was a kind of bait, which Frederick
flung before all his pofterity, by which he
feemed to fay to them,

¢ T have procured you a title, thew your-
felves worthy of it ; I have laid the foundation
of your grandeur, it is your bufinefs to raife
the fuperftru&ture.”

Frepeaick III. was obliged to put every
fpring of politics in motion, and to exhauft the
whole art of intriguing to bring his proje& to
bear. But firft of all, it was neceflary to
make fure of the emperor’s good difpofitions,
as the approbationof that prince was likely to
draw after it the fuffrages of the whole Ger-
manic body. In order therefore to determine
him in his favour, the eleGor reftored to him
the circle of Swibus, and was fatisfied with the
expeflancy of the principality of Eaft-Frife-
land, and the barony of Limburg, to which
the electoral family had otherwife uncontefted
rights. From the :fame principles the troops
of Brandenburg ferved in the Imperial armies
in Flanders, on the Rhine, and in Hungary;
tho’ the elector had neither direétly nor indi~
redly, any intereft in thofe wars, and it
would have been far more advantageous to him
ta have obferved an exa& neutrality.

WHILE



(163)

W hILE Europe was thus torn with bloody
wars, the ele@or, after his father’s example,
reconciled in 1695, the dukes of Mecklen-
burg, Schwerin, and de Strelitz, who were
quarrelling about the fucceflion. The uni-
verfity of Halle was founded in 1696, He
built thofe beautiful fluices on the Sulle, which
facilitate the trade and exportation of falt 3
and, in 1697, he received that extraordinary
embafly, in the retinue of which the Czar
Peter Alexiowitz was himfelf in perfon.

‘THIs young prince difcovered, merely by
the ftrength of his own genius, that he him-
felf was a “barbarian, and his people favages.
He had now quitted his dominions for the firft
time, excited by the noble ambition of getting
inftru&ion, and of carrying back to his fub-
Je&ts the light of reafon, and the ufe of in-
duftry, which they wanted. Nature had
formed him to be a great man, but the want
of education bad left him a favage. Hence it
came, that there was fuch a ftrange mixture
in his condu& ; a&ions really great, with ri-
diculous fingularities ; witty repartees, with
brutith manners ; noble and ufeful defigns, with
inftances of the moft cruel revenge. He com-
plained himfelf, that he had contrived to civi-

lize
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fize his nation, and yet he could not fubdue
his own ferocity. In point of morals, he was
an odd phemonenen, that infpired admiration:
and terror. T'o his fubje@ts he was like a
frorm, whofe fury beats dowa fleeples and
trees, while it refrefhes the country with fruit-
fulrain. From Berlin he fet out for Holland,
and from Holland he paffed over to England.
Eurore was now difpofed for a general
peace. The allies were difcouraged with the
bad faccefs of their arms; and Lewis XIV.
feeing Charles II. king of Spain, in a declining
flate of health, and of a conftitution that could
not hold out much lenger, litened to propo-
fals of accommodation. Tho’ he reftored bis
conquefls, almoft without any manner of re-
ftrition, yet he facrificed only tranficnt ad-
vantages to more important views. He wanted
the conveniency and fweets of peace, to pre~
pare himfelf for a new war, which was likely
to be of the utmoft confeqpenbe to the houfe
of Bourbon. The peace was concluded at
Ryfwick, and’ the ele@or, who was concerned:
in this war only out of complaifance, reaped
no benefit from it.
IN the North, Auguftus, eletor of Saxony?
was eleted king of Poland in 1698, where
the
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the intrigues of Flemming, his minifter and
general, prevailed over the trealures.diftributed
by prince Conti. The new king of Poland
exhaufted himf{elf by his extravagant expences,
which obliged him to fell the advowfon of the
abby of Quedlinburg, and of Peterfberg at
Halle, in 1699, to Frederick III.

THE eleCtor made a proper ufe of the trou=
bles of Poland, and took poffeflion of Elbing,
as an indemnity for a fum of money due to
him by the Poles. An accommodation was
agreed upon, by whichthe Poles lefta crown,
and fome Ruffian jewels with' him in pledge.
Upon which the eletor evacuated the town,
and kept pofleffion of the territory of Elbing,
with the confent of the republic. ‘

It was not long before the tranquillity of
Europe was difturbed again in the beginning of
this century, on account of the fucceffion of
Charles II. king of Spain, which upon this
prince’s deceafe was difputed by the houfes of
Bourbon and Auftria,

ATTEMPTs had been made to prevent the
bloody wars, which were likely to be occa-
fioned by this fucceflion. Lewis XIV. had
agreed with the maritime powers to a treaty
of partition. Other meafures were afterwards

3 taken,
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taken, but fate had decreed, that every en-
deavour of that kind fhould prove ineffeftual.
‘The young prince of Bavaria, who was de-
figned for the throne of Spain, died even be-
fore Charles II.

THE emperor, moreover, protefted againft
this partition. This prince maintained the
indivifibility of the Spanifh monarchy, pretend-
ing, that as they were of the fame houfe, divided
into two branches, they had a right to fucceed
to each other, that of Spain to that of Auftria,
and alternately. The emperor Leopold
and Lewis XIV. were in the fame degree of
kindred, both grandfons of Philip III. and both
married to the daughters of PhilipIV. But the
right of feniority was in the houfe of Bourbon,
and Lewis X1V founded his pretenfions chiefly
on that famous will of Charles 1I. which car+
dinal Portbcarrero, his confeflor, made him
fign with a trembling hand, as he was ready
to expire.  This will changed the face of all
Europe.

Lews XIV. refigned his rights to his
grandfon, Philip of Anjou, expelting to re-
move by the nomination of this prince, who
was {o diftant. from the crown of France, the

difficulties -and obftacles which the jea-
loufy
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loufy of Europe might raife againft his gran-
deur. Philip fet out for Spain, and was ac-
knowledged king by all Europe, except the
emperor Jofeph.

ATt the commencement of this war, France
was at her higheft pitch of grandeur. She
had been viGtorious over all her enemies; and
the peace of Ryfwick was a late inftance of
her moderation. Lewis XIV. difplayed his
fplendor and magnificence throughout the uni-
verfe; he was every where feared and refpeéted.
France was then like a wreftler, prepared for
combat, that entered into the lifts where no
adverfary appeared. No military preparation
was omitted upon this occafion, and the ar-
maments by fea and land were equally nume-
rous. This monarchy, in her greateft efforts,
maintained an army of four hundred thoufand
men ; but her great generals were dead, and
(before the merit of Villars was known) France
was found to have 800,0000 arms without a
head. So true it is, that the fate of ftates de-
pend very often upon a fingle man.

THE houfe of Auftria, almoft exhaufted by
continual wars, was far from being in {o hap-

py afituation. Her government was in a weak
and
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and languifhing condition ; and tho’ joined te
the Germanic body, yet fhe was incapable of
doing any thing without the affiftance of the
Dutch and the Englith.  But with lefs fup-
plies and troops than France, fhe had prince
Eugene of Savoy at the head of her armies.

Kine William, who governed England
and Holland, was in the utmoft degree of fur-
prize upon receiving this news, fo thatshe.
acknowledged the duke of Anjouas king of
Spain ‘thro’ a kind of precipitation. - But when
he had time to refle® and recover his natural
flegm, he declared for the houfe Auftria, be-
caufe the Englith would have' it fo, and his
own intereft feemed to demand it.

THE north itfelf was plunged at this time
into a war, which Charles XII. was carrying
on in Denmark. Charles’s youth had em-
boldened his neighbours to attack him, . but
they found a prince in whom were joined the
moft impetuous tourage and the moft impla-
cable revenge.

- Freperick III. who was then at peace,
was drawn into the grand alliance againft
Lewis XIV. which was animated by king
William ; from the expeftation’ of paving the
way to the regal dignity by this fervice, and

with
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with a view of maintaining by fubfidies a nu-
merous body of troops, and that this foreign
money might fupport him with more eafe in his
prodigality and magnificence.

It is difficult to conceive how great and
generous fouls can ftoop fo low as to receive
alms from their equals. "Vain were the at-
tempts of France to draw the ele@or off from
this alliance ; -he was inticed to it by fubfidies,
by inclination, and by his expe&ations.

IT wasin this conjunQure, that the treaty
of coronation was negotiated at Vienna, by
which the emperor engaged to acknowledge
Frederick III. king of Pruffia, on conditien
that he thould furnifh a body of 10,000 men
to the allies during the whole courfe of the
war, that he fhould maintain a company in
garifon at Philipfburg, that he fhould join
with the emperor in all affairs relating to the
empire, that his royal dignity thould make no
alteration with regard to his German territo-
ries, that he fhould relinquith the fubfidy due
to him by the houfe Auftria, and that he
thould promife to give his vote for the elec-
tion of the male children of the emperor Jo-
feph, ¢ unlefs there fhould-be very weighty

H and
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and important reafons that would oblige him
to chufe an emperor of another family.”
: THis treaty was figned and . ratified.
Rome cried out, and Warfaw was filent.
I'he Teutonic order protefted againft this aét,
and even prefumed to reclaim Pruffia; but
the king of England, who wanted only allies
to join with him againft France, was ready
to purchafe them at any price. - As he flood
in need of the ele€tor’s affiftance in the grand
alliance, he was one of the firft that acknow-
ledged his new dignity. King Auguftus,
who was bufy in fecuring his own crown, fub-
fcribed to it alfo. The king of Denmark,
who only dreaded and envied Sweden, made
no difficulty to join with the reft. Charles XII
being engaged in a difficult war, did not
think it worth while to enter into a difpute
about a title which might increafe the number
of bis enemies ; and the empire, as it was
forefeen, was drawn in by the emperor.
Thus ended this great affair, which had met
swith fuch oppofition from the elector’s council,
from foreign courts, from friends as well as
- foes ; an affair which requiring a complication
‘of tuch extraordinary circumflances to make it

' fucceed,
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fucceed, had been treated as a chimera, but of
which the public now conceived a far different
opinion. When prince Eugene heaid the -
news, he (aid that the emperor ought to hang
thofe minifters who had given him fo treache-
rous a counfel.

THE ceremony of the coronation was per-
formed the year following, which was 1701,
The king, whom we fhall henceforward call
Frederick I. went to Pruffia, and at the cere-
mony of the confecration, it was obferved,
that he put the crown himfelf on his head.
In memory of this event, he created the order
of the knights of the black eagle.

T'HE public, notwithftanding, could not di-
veft themfelves of the prejudice they had con-
ceived againtt thisroyalty. The common fenfe
of the vulgar would have been glad to fee an
augmentation of power, as well as of dignity,
Even thofe who were above the vulgar,
thought in the fame manner ; and the elerefs
was heard to fay to one of her ladies in wait-
ing, ¢ that it vexed her to the very heart to
go and act in Pruflia the theatrical queen along
with her Efop.”> She wrote alfo to Leibnitz,
s¢ Do not imagine that I prefer this pageantry
and-pomp of crowns, which are here fo much

H 2 efteemed,
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efteemed, to the charms of the philofophical
entertainments we enjoyed at Charlotten-
burg.”

AT the prefling folicitations of this princefs,
a royal academy of fciences was ereted at
Berlin, of which Leibnitz was the founder
and chief. Frederick I. was perfwaded that
it fuited bis dignity to maintain an aca-
demy, asa young gentleman is made to be-
lieve, that it becomes his quality to keep a
pack of hounds. We intend to. treat more
at’large of this academy in its proper place.

AFrTER thecoronation the king indulged his
inclination for ceremony and magnificence,
without any manner of bounds, At his re-
turn from Pruffia, he made a magnificent
entry into Berlin,

During the diverfion of thefe feafts and
folemnities, news came that Charles XII, that
Alexander of the north, who in every refpect
svould have refembled the king of Macedon,
if he had been as fuccesful, had gained a
eompleat victory over the Saxons in the neigh-
bourhood of Riga. The king of Denmark,
as we have already obferved, and the Czar,
had attacked this young heroe, one in Nor-
way, and the other in Livonia, Charles XIL

obliged
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obliged the Danith monarch in his own capita®
to conclude a peace; from thence he paffed
with 8,000 Swedes into Livonia, defeated
80,000 Ruffians in the neighbourhood of Nar-
va, and beat 30,000 Saxons at the paffage of
the Dwina.

THE Saxons in their flight, drew near the
frontiers of Pruffia. Frederick I. was fo much
the more uneafy at this, as the greateft part
of his troops were in the imperial armies, and
the war was fhifting towards his new king-
dom. Neverthelefs, Charles XII. out of
regard to the interceflions of the emperor,
England, and Holland agreed to a neutrality
for Pruffia,

Taris year 1702 was famous for the
triumphs of the king of Sweden ; he difpofed of
Poland like a fovereign, his negotiations were
orders, and his battles viCories; but as glo-
rious as thefe victories were, ftill they wafted
the conquerors, and obliged the young heroe
very often to recruit his armies. A body of
Swedifh treops landed in Pomerania, at which
Berlin was alarmed ; thefe marched notwith-
ftanding through the cleftorate, and ar-
rived in Poland the place of their deftination.

FreperICK I raifed 8000 men new troops.
Inftead of employing them for the fecurity of

H3 his



(174)
his own dominions, he fent them to the
allied army in Flanders. He went himfelf
to the dutchy of Cleves, to demand the in-
heritance of William king of England, who
was fucceeded in the throne by Anne, the
fecond daughter of king James.

Tae rights of Frederick I were founded
on the will of Frederick Henry prince of
Orange, who had fettled his eftate, in failure
of male iffue, on his daughter, who was mar-
ried to the great eleor. . King William made
quite another will in favour of the Frifian
prince of Naflaw, and appointed the States
General his executors.  This inheritance con-
fited of the principality of Orange, Moeurs,
and feveral lordfhips and eftates fituated in
Holland and Zealand.

“FreEDERICK L threatned to withdraw his
troops from Flanders, if he did not receive

" fatisfa@tion. This menace convinced the
Dutch of the legality of his rights. They con-
trived, neverthelefs, a provifional agreement,
which divided the inheritance into two equal
thares. A large diamond was immediately
fent to Frederick I. and he confented to let
his troops continue in Flanders.  Lewis X1V.

put the prince of Conti in pofleffion of the
principa-~
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principality of Orange, a proceeding which--
fo greatly offended the king, that he increafed
his army, and even hired fome troops of
Gotha and Wolfenbuttle. He declared foon -
after war_againft France, becaufe Bouffler’s
army had committed fome excefles in the
country of Cleves. Lewis XIV. did not feel
in this ftep a new enemy ; while the new king
did a great deal for his paffion, but nothing
for his intereft. He fhewed his averfon to-
France upon all occafions, even fo as to oblige
duke Antony Ulrick of Wolfenbuttle to re-
nounce the engagements he had contracted with
Lewis XIV. after the duke, of Hanover and
Zell had difperfed the troops which he main-
tained by the help of French fubfidies.

AT that time, viz. in 1703. England ex+
erted herfelf greatly in favour of the houfe of
Auftria, Her fleets convoyed. the arch-duke
Charles, who was afterwards emperor, to a
kingdom, which an Englith army was to help.
him to conquer. The enthufialm of Europe
in favour of thahoufe of Auftria can hardly be
defcribed. y
. In this war for the Spanifh fucceffion, the
Pruffian troops maintained the reputation
which they had acquired under the great elec-
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tor.  On the Rhirie they took Keyferfwerth
tn Germany 5 and at the adtion of Hochftet,
where Villars furprized and beat Stirheim, the
prince of Anhalt made a fine retreat with 8ooo
Pruffians under his command. I have been
told, that as foon as he perceived the confufion
and fright of the Auftrians, he formed his
troops into a fquare, and traverfed a large plain
in very good order till he cime to a wood,
which he reached towards night ; and all this
while the French cavalry never durft attack
him.

Tae fuccefs of the Pruffian troops on the
Rhine, and their good condu& in Suabia, did
not fecure Frederick I. againft the apprehen-
fion he was under from the neighbourhood of
the Swedes, whom at that time nothing could
withftand, The genius of Peter 1. and the
mappificence of Auguftus, were of no force
againft the fortune of Charles XII. This
heroe was at the fame time more valiant than
the Czar, and more vigilant than the king of
Poland. Peter preferred ftratagem to bravery,
Auguftus pleafure to toils, and Charles the
love of glory to the pofleffion of the uni-
verfe. The Saxons were cften furprized ot
beaten, the Ruffians had leanst the art of re-’

treating
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treating at their own expence; for the
war at that time was only a continual fe-
ries of incurfions, the Swedifh armies being
always the affailants, and always viftorious.’
But Charles XII. whofe inflexible obftinacy
never in the leaft gave way, could execute no-
proje&t, but by main force: he fubdued, as
it were, fortune as well as his enemies. The
Czar and the king of Poland, fupplied this en-
thufiaftic valour by cabinet intrigues, they
awakened the jezloufy of Europe, and flirred
up the envy of every power againft the fuc-
cefles of an ambitious young prince, who was
implacable in his hatred, and knew not how
to be revenged of the kings his enemies bu?
by dethroning them.

THesE intrigues did not hinder Frederick I.
who had no troops then at hand, from con~
cluding a defenfive alliance with Charles XII.
who had a viGorious army in the neighbour-
hood. Frederick I. and Staniflaus acknow-
Jedged each] other’s regal dignity; but this
treaty lafted no longer than fortune continued
to favour the king of Sweden.

NoTwiTHsTANDBING this alliance the king,
provided all the fortified towns in Pruffia with
“fufficient garrifons in 1703, and the year fol-
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lowing he fent frefh fuccours to the allied
army in Suabia. ‘The Pruffians had a confi-
‘derable fhare in gaining the famous battle of
Hochftedt ; they were in the right wing under
the'orders of the prince of Anhalt, and in that
body of the army which was commanded by
prince Eugene. At the firft onfet the impe-
rial horfe and foot gave way to the French
and Bavarians, but the Pruflians ftood the
thock, and broke thro’ the enemy. Prince
Eugene being greatly vexed at the bad con-
duét of the Auftrians, came and put himfelf
at the head of the Pruffian troops, faying that
he wanted to fight with brave fellows, and
not with poltroons. Every one knows that
my lord Marlborough took a confiderable body
of the French army both horfe and foot, pri-
foners at the village of Blenheim, and that
the lofs of this .battle made the French lofe
Bavaria and Suabia.

A¥FTER tefminating this glormus campaign,
my lord Marlborough repaired to Berlin, to
perfwade Frederick 1. to fend a body of troops
into Italy. This Englithman, who had
formed a judgment of the projedts of
Charles XII. by feeing a map laid out oa
his table; foon difcovered the charater, of

Frederick
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Frederick I. by cafting an eye on his court.
He was full of fubmiffion and cringing
before this ‘prince, flattering upon every oc-
cafion his vanity, and even prefling to hold
the ewer to him, as he rofe from table. Fre-
derick could not withftand him, and granted
to the artful flattery of the courtier, what he
would have refufed, perhaps, to the merit of
the great general, and to the capacity of the
profound politician. The prince of Anhalt
was ordered therefore to march into Italy at
the head of 8,0c0 men.

Tae death of the queen Sophia Charlotte
in 1705, put the court into mourning. She
was a princefs of fingular merit, in whom
were joined all the charms of her fex, with”
the graces of wit and the folidity of reafon.
In her younger days fhe had travelled into
Italy and France, under the care of her re-
lations. She was defigned for the crown of
France, Lewis XIV. having been ftruck with
her beauty ; but political reafons defcated this
marriage. ‘This princefs brought along with
“her the fpirit of fociability, true politenefs, and
the love of arts and fciences into Pruffia.  She
founded, as I have already obferved, the royal
academy. She invited Leibnitz, and feveral
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other learned men to her court ; her curiofity
leading her to difcover the firft principles of
things. Oneday, as fhe prefled Leibnitz very
hard upon this fubjeft, this philofopher re-
plied to her ; ¢ Madam, there is no poffibility
of fatisfying you : you want to know the why
and the wherefore.” Charlottenburg was the
rendezvous of people of tafte ; and the great
variety of diverfions and entertainments .con-
tributed to render this abede delightful, and
the court moft fplendid. - i

Sopura-CHARLOTTE had a great and
noble foul ; her religion was pure, her temper
fweet, and her mind was improved with the
reading of good books both in French and
Italian.. She died at Hanover among her own
relations. They wanted to introduce a Cal-
vinift minifter into her apartment; but fhe
faid to them ; ¢ let me die in peace, without
difputing.” Upon this occalion one of the ladies
of honcur, whom fhe was very fond of, was
diflolved in tears. ¢ Do not cry for me, fays
the, for I am going now to fatisfy my curiofity
on the principles of things, which Leibnitz
could not explain to me, on fpace, infinity,
on being, on nothing ; and I am preparing fox

xh: king my hufband the thew of my funeral,
where
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where he will have another opportunity te
difplay his magnificence.”” She recommended,
upon her death bed, the learned whom fhe
had taken under her protection, and 'the arts
which fhe had cultivated, to the eletor her
brother. Frederick I. comforted himfelf with
the ceremony of a funeral pomp, for the lofs
of a wife, whofe death could never be too
much lamented.

In Italy the war was refumed in 1706 with
greater fury. The Pruffians, who were fent
thither at the inftances of my lord Marl-
borough, were beaten at Cafano under prince
Tugene ; and at Calcinato where general
Reventlau, who commanded them, was fur-
prized by the grand prior,

Prirvce  Eugene was not invincible,
but he always fhewed himfelf the great
general in retrieving his loffes ; and the
difgrace’ of Cafano was foon wiped off by gain-
ing the famous battle of Turin, in which the
Prufians had the greateft fhare. Tho’ the
duke of Orleans propofed to the French to
march out of their intrenchments, yet his ad-
vice was not followed. Feuillade and Mar-
fien had exprefs orders from court, asit is
pofitively affirmed, not to venture a battle,

4 The
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The defeat of Hochftet feemed to have ren—
dered the council of Lewis XIV. more cau-
tious. i z

THE French, who would have had double
the advantage of the allies, if they had attack-
ed them out of their intrenchments, were in~
ferior to them every where, becaufe the dif-
ferent quarters which they had to defend,
were of a great extent, and feparated be-
fides from each other.

THE Pruffians, who were in the left wing
of the allied army, attacked the right of the
French intrenchment which extended towards
the Doria. The prince of Anhalt was now on
the border of the ditch, and the refiftance
made by the enemy had flackened the vigour
of his attack, when three grenadiers flid along
the Doria, and came round the French in-
trencbment, at a place where it was not fe-
cured by this river. Immediately the alarm
flew thro’ the French army, that they were
cut off ; upon which they deferted their pofts
and fled, and at the fame time the prince of
Anhalt fealed the intrenchment, and gained
the battle. Prince Eugene complimented the
king upon the bebaviour of his troops, a com-
mendation that muft have been fo much the

moze
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more agreeable to him, as it came from 2
prince who was fo compleat a judge of mili-
tary merit.

During this war, Frederick I. made fome
pacificacquifitions. He purchafed the county
of Tecklenburg in Weftphalia of the count
of Solms Braunsfield ; and upon the deceafe
of the dutchefs of Nemours, who was in pof<
feflion of the principality of Neufchatel, the
council of ftate belonging to that principality
took the regency into their own hands, and
chofe fome of their members judges, to de-
termine the pretenfions formed by the king
of Pruffia on the one hand, and by the feveral
relations of the houfe of Longueville on the
other. Their decifion was in favour of the
king, who was faid to have the beft right as
heir of the houfe of Orange. Lewis XIV.
oppofed this fentence, but he had fuch-great
interefts .of his own to difcufs as would not
permit him to attend at that time to thefe tri-
fling difputes, and the fovereignty of Neufcha~
tel was fecured to the royal family by the
treaty of Utrecht.

Cuarires XII. was now arrived to his
higheft pitch of profperity. He had dethroned
Auguftus king of Poland, and prefcribed mofk

fevere
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fevere conditions of peace to him at Alt-Ran-
ftadt in the middle of Saxony. The king
wanting this prince to quit Saxony, fent his
great marfhal Printz to defire him not to difturb
the tranquillity of Germany by continuing
there with his troops.

Cuarres XII. who was difpofed of his
own accord to quit the territories of a prince
whom he had reduced to defpair, in order to
play the fame game with the Czar at Mofcow,
took ‘it amifs that Printz fhould make him
fuch a propofal, and fneering, afked him,
¢ Whether the Pruffian troops “were as good
as thofe of Brandenburg > ¢ Yes, Sire, re-
‘plied the envoy, they are the remains of thofe
veterans < that were at Fehrbellin” As
Charles XII. paffed thro® Silefia, he obliged the
emperor to reftore 125 churches to the protef-
tants of that dutchy. The Pope complained
of this conceflion, and did not even fpare his-
cenfures. Jofeph anfwered, that if the king
of Sweden had propofed to him to become a
Lutheran himfelf, ke did not know what might
have happened.

THosE very Swedes, who at that time, viz.-
in 1708, were the terror of the North, con-
curred with the Pruflians and Hanoverians in

re~
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re-éftablithing the tranquillity of the city of
Hamburg, which had been difturbed by a po-
pular infurre@®ion. Frederick I.” fent 4000
men to fupport the prerogatives of the magi-
firates.  He had fome difference with the city
of Cologne, becaufe the mob had broke into
the houfc of the Pruffian refident, who kept a
proteftant chapel. The king ordered the mer-
chandizes of Cologne to be ftopped, which
pafled by Wefel, in their way down the Rhine,
and threatened to fupprefs the public worfhip of
the Roman Catholic religion in his dominions,
in the fame manner as had been praétifed, when
" the EleGor Palatine perfecuted the proteftants
inthe Palatinate, The fear of thefe reprifals
reduced the city of Cologne to their duty, and
made them fenfible, that toleration is a virtue,

which it is fometimes dangerous to violate.
THE court of FrederickI. was full of in-
trigues. This prince was like a tempeftuous
fea, driving different ways according to the
different winds ; but in the midft of all thefe
ftorms, which were raifed by the paffions of
courtiers, D’Igen ftill continued to direct the
helm of government with a fure and fteady
hand. ‘The king’s favourites were men of
litt'e or no genius; their intrigues and artifices
: were:
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were of too coarfe a nature to efcape the pub-
lic eye; even the prince royal could not dil-
femble the difpleafure he conceived at their
condu@. Thefe marks of his difaffietion fet
them upon fupporting their credit witha new
prop; for which reafon they perfuaded the king
to marry, tho’ he was very infirm, living
only by art, and of fo crazy a conftitution, as
to be hardly able to draw the little breath ftill
left in his body. They chofe a princels of
Meclenburg-Schwerin for him, named Sophia-
Louifa, whofe age, way of thinking, and in-
clinations, did not agree with the king’s. In
faét, he had no fatisfa®ion with her, but in
the ceremony of the nuptials ; the remainder
of their time was very. unfortunate.
Freperick I flill continued to receive
favourable accounts of his troops ; they figna-
lized themfelves as much in Flanders as in
Italy, and behaved moft gallanidy under the
command of the count of Lothum,. at the bat-
tle of Oudenarde, and at the fiege of Lifle.
ForTUNE was tired at length with pro-
teﬂmg the caprices of Charles XII.. He had
enjoyed an uninterrupted feries of fuccefs for
nine yearsy wiz. till 1709 ; but the laft nine
years of his life were a continual fcene of ad-
verfity.
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verfity. He ‘was now returned viQorious to
Polard with 2 numerous army, loaded with

the treafures and fpoils of the Saxons.
Lerpsick was the Cupua of the Swedes:
whether it was, that the pleafures of Saxony
bhad foftened the ferocity of thofe conquerers,
or profperity had rendered this prince too
prefumptuous, and pufhed him too far ; for-
tune intirely forfook him. He wanted to dif-
pofe of Ruffia, in the fame manner asof Po-
land, and to dethrone the Czar, as he had done
Auguftus, With this view he marched to-
wards the frontiers of Mufcovy, to which
there were two different roads ; one through
Livonia, where he might have. received fuc-
cours from Sweden, and by which he might
have advanced to the new town, which the
czar was building at that time upon the bor-
ders of the Baltic, and by that means have utter-
ly cut off theconnexion then proje&ed between
Ruffia and Europe,  The other road was thro’
the Uckraine, and led to Mofcow by impradli-
cable deferts. Charles determined upon the laft,
either becaufe he had heard it faid, that the
Romans could never be conquered but at
Rome, or the difficulty of the enterprize in-
flamed his courage, or that he depended upon
Mazzeppa,
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Mazzeppa, prince of the Coffacks, who had
gromifed to furnith his army with provifions,
and to join him with a confiderable number of
bis people. The Czar having received intelli~
gence of this Coflack’s intrigues, difperfed the
few troops which Mazzeppa had colle&ted, and
made himfelf mafter of the magazines ; fo that
when the king of Sweden came before the little
town of Pultawa, he found nothing but fright-
ful defarts inftead of magazines, and a fugi-
tive prince, who came to feek for fhelter in
his camp, inftead of a powerful ally, from
whom he expected fuccours.
CHaRLEs was no way daunted at this dif-
appointment,  He laid fiege to Pultawa, as if
he wanted nothing ; and he, who till now had
been invulnerable, was wounded in the leg, as
he was reconnoitring this paltry town too near.
General Lewenbaupt, who was marching to.
him with provifions, ammunition, and a rein-
forcement of thirteen thoufand men, was de=
feated by the Czarin three differentengage-
ments; and being forced in this neceffitous
‘conjunfure to burn the waggons under his
care, he arrived in the king’s camp with only
three thoufand men, who were quite exhaufted
with fatigue.
Tur
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Tue Czar foon drew near to Pultawa, and

in this plain was fought that famous battle be-
“tween the two moft extraordinary men of their
age.

CHARLES, who hitherto, like the arbiter
of fate, had met with nothing that could with-
ftand bis will, did every thing that could be
expected from a prince who was wounded, and
carried about ina litter. Peter Alexiowitz,
who till now had appeared only as a legiflator,
gave proofs on that memorable day of his being
poflefled of all the qualifications of a great ge-
neral; and indeed he out-did himfelf. But
every thing proved unlucky to the Swedes;
the wounding of their king, which hindered
him in great meafure from a&ting; the mifery
and want of h's foldiers, which deprived them
of ftrength and heart to fight ; the abfence of
a large detachment of troops, which loft its
way the very day of this decifive engagement ;
the numbers of their enemies, and the time
they had to ereét redoubts, and to difpofe
their troops to advantage. In fhort, the
Swedes were beaten, andloft, by onedecifiveand
unlucky engagement, the fruits of nine years
labour, and of fo many prodigics of valour.

CHARLES
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CuARLES was obliged to fly for fhelter
among the Turks: his implacable animofity
againft his enemies followed him to Bender,
where he endeavoured in vain, by his intrigues,
to ftir up the Porte againft the Mufcovites.
Thus he fell the vi€tim of his inflexibility of
mind, which would have been called obftinacy,
if he had not been an heroe. After this defeat,
the Swedifh army laid down their arms to the
Czar on the banks of the Boryfthenes, as the
Ruffian army had done to Charles XII. on
the borders of the Baltic, after the battle of
Narva.

Avcgustus finding his antagonift over-
thrown, thought himfelf difcharged from theen-
gagement,which he had contracted at the treaty
of Alt-Ranftadt. He had a conference at Ber-
lin with the king of Denmark and Frederick I.
after which he entered Poland with an army,
and the king of Denmark attacked the Swedes
in Scania: Frederick I. whom thofe princes’
could not draw into the alliance, remained
neuter.

In Poland the Swedifh party changed fides,
and went over to the Saxons. Staniflaus was
with the Swedifh army commanded by Craf-
faw. This general, finding himfelf inclofed

by
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%y the Ruffians and Saxons, croffed the New
Marck, and arrived at Stettin, without leave
obtained from Frederick 1. who was uneafy to
fee thofe marches, and fuch numerous armies
in his neighbourhood.

THE king took a journey to Kenigfberg,
where he perfuaded the Czar, who came to
meet him, to reftore the young duke of Cour-
Lind, nephew of Frederick I. to his domi-
nions, on condition of his marrying the niece
of Peter Alexiowitz.

In the South, France made propofals of
peace at the Hague ; but the fermentation of
minds was ftill too great, and the expectation
of both parties too vague and chimerical to
come to an agreement. If men were capable
of reafon, would they carry on fuch long, fuch
obftinate and expenfive wars, to return at laft
to conditions of peace, which feemed to them
intolerable, only while they were fwayed by
their pallions, or favoured with fortune’s
fmiles.

THE allies opened the campaign with the
fiege of Tournay, and with the battle of Mal-
plaquet, where the prince royal was himfclf in
perfon. The count de Finck had a great
fhare in this vicory ; he was the firft that

forced
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forced the French intrenchments with the
Pruffian troops ; he formed his men upon the
parapet, and from thence he fupported the Im-
perial cavalry, who were repulfed three times
by the French, till more troops came

up and joined him, which determined the

fate of the day.

In Pomerania, the Swedes made fome mo-
tions in 1710, as if they wanted to march
again into Saxony. The king was apprehen-
five, left the war fhould reach at length
his own territories; and, to pacify the
-troubles of the North, he took the right way
to encreafe them, by propofing an army of
neutrality, which was never aflembled. Craf-
faw agreed to a fufpenfion of arms.  As foon
as Charles XII. heard of it, he protefted
from the extremity of Beflarabia againft any
neutrality whatfoever. ‘This new treaty was
broke, and had the fate of all thofe public
alts, which necceffity and weaknefs oblige
princes to agree to at one time; and power,
encouraged by favourable conjuntures, tempts
them to break at another,

Farance renewed the negotiations of peace
at Gertrudenberg ; and, in the very beginning
of the conferences, engaged to acknowledge

the
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the royalty of Pruffia, and the fovereignty of
Neufchatel. Neverthelefs the peace once
more mifcarried, and the Pruffians were em-
ployed this campaign under the prince of An-
halt at the fiege of Aire and Doway, which
they took. The king declared at that time,
that he would not reftore the town of Gueldre,
where there was a Pruffian garrifon, till the
Spaniards paid him the fubfidies they owed
him. In fa&, he wasleft in pofleflion of it at
the general peace.

Ar this time died the duke of Courland, the
king’s nephew. The Ruffians made them-
felves mafters once more of Courland, and
took Elbing ; but as the king had pretenfions
to this town, it was garrifoned by a Pruflian
battalion.

THE paflage and neighbourhood of o
mary armies had brought the plague into Pruf-
{ia; and the dearth, which now began to be
very fenfibly felt, increafed the fury and viru-
lense of that contagious diftemper. The
king abandoned thofe people to their unhappy
fate; and, while his revenues and fubfidies
were incapable to fupport the magnificence of
his expences, he coolly faw above 200,000
miferable wretches perifh with hunger, whofe

lives
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tives he might have preferved by a moderate li-
berality. :

THE prince royal being 'fhocked at this
cruclty, and knowing that the counts of Wit-
genftein * and Wartemberg were the caufe of
it, ufed every poflible endeavour to get them re-
moved. The court is fubje® to forms,
and the prince’s favour to perils. Witgenftein
'was fent to Spandaw, and the king wept,
when he parted with the great chamberlain,
for whom he had a great affe@tion. War-
temberg retired into the Palatinate with a pen-
fion of 20,000 crowns. _

Cuarpes X1J. as we have already ob-
ferved, had refufed the neutrality. The Czar,
and the kings of Poland and Denmark, laid
hold of this pretext to attack him in Pomera-
nia, in 1711.  Frederick I. conftantly refufed
to enter into this alliance, being unwilling to
expofe his territories to the incurfions, ravages,
and hazards of war ; and befides, he hoped
his neutrality would enable him to reap fome
‘benefit from the difturbances of his neigh-
bours.

TuE beginning of the operations in Pome-
gania were not favourable to the allies. The

# He was dire&or of the finances, H
Danes



(195)
Danes raifed the fiege of Wifmar, and Au-
guftus thofe of Stralfund and Stettin.

WaiLe Europe thus laboured with con-~
vulfions, and the feveral contending powers
were inflamed with hope and ambition, the
emperor Jofeph died. The empire chofe the
archduke Charles in his place, who at that
time was blocked up in Barcelona, after hav-
ing been crowned at Madrid, and driven away
from thence by the lofs of the battle of Al
manza.

THE death of the emperor Jofeph paved
the way for a general peace. The Englifh,
who were tired of the great expences they had
been at, began to reflect on the original intent
of the war. In proportion as the clouds of
their enthufiafm vanifhed, they perceived that
the houfe of Auftria would be powerful enough,
by retaining her hereditary dominions, the
kingdom of Naples, the Milanefe, and Flan-
ders. They determined therefore to hold
conferences at Utrecht, in order to eftablith a
general peace.

Tre king being defirous of terminating
the differences relating to the fucceflion of
Orange by a definitive treaty, wentin peifon
to the dutchy of Cleves, in order to regulate

Iz thes
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this affair with the prince of Friefland. But
this unhappy prince was drowned in the paflage
of Mordyk, in his way tothe Hague. On
the other hand, Frederick I. made another
acquifition, by the extinQion of the counts of
Mansfelde.  This country wes fequeftered be-
tween Pruffia and Saxony; the Pruffian re-
gency was eftablifhed at Mansfeldt, and that
of Saxony at Eifleben.

THINGs drew now infenfibly towards a
peace. The conferences were held at Utrecht
in 1712 ; and she counts of Dohnhoff, Me-
ternich, and Biberftein repaired thither, asthe
king’s plenipotentiaries.

Durine the conferences arevolution hap-
pened in England, which Europe attributed
to marfhal Tallard, who was then prifoner in
that country. Whether it was the effe¢t of
the marfhal’s policy, or only the work of ha-
zard, my lord Marlborough’s party were
routed ; and the pacific partof the nation pre-
vailed. The duke of Ormond was fent to
command the Britifh troops in Flanders, where
he feparated from the allies at the beginning of
the campaign. Prince Eugene, tho’ weakened
by the defertion of the Englith, continued to

a& offenfively. The Pruffians, under the
prince
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prince of Anhalt, were employed in the fiege
of Landrecy. But Villars marched to Denain,
where he fell upon my lord Albemarle’s camp,
and defeated him intirely, before prince Eu«
gene could come up to his affiftance. This
vitory reftored Marchienne,Qt_lefnoy,Doway,
and Bouchain, to the French, '

Tue allies followed the example of the
Englifh, and began to think ferioufly of a
peace. "The emperor was the only prince that
would continuve the war; whether the flownefs
of his council had not yet had time to come
to a determination, or that this prince thought -
himfelf ftrong enough to withftand Lewis X1V.
by himfelf. But his affairs only grew worfe.

THE king at that time furprized the Dutch
garrifon at Moeurs, and by pofleflion main-
tained his rights to that town.

But the pacific difpofitions of the South
had no influence on the North. ‘The king of
Denmark entered the dutchy of Bremen, and
took Stade. The Czar, and the king of Po-
land, attempted a defcent upon the ifle of Ru-
gen, but were difappointed by the good difpo-
fition made by the Swedes. The allies were
not more fuccefsful in the fiege of Stralfund,.
which they were obliged to raife; for Stein-

I3 bock
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bock had gained a vi@ory over the Saxons and
Danes at Gadebufch in the dutchy of Meck-
lenburg; and, upon the arrival of 2 Swedifh
reinforcement of 10,000 nien in Pomerania,
this whole country was left a prey to the ene-
my. The Danes were obliged to abandon
Roftock, and to refign this city to the king’s
troops, as dire€or of the circle of Lower Sax~
ony ; but the Swedes drove the Pruffians from
thence. ‘The king’s neutrality was no way
infringed, and "he continued to n:gotiate, in
order to difpofe the minds of the contending
princes to fome reconciliation, and to divert

the ftorm that threatened his own domiuions.
In the beginning of the year 1713, Fre-
dzrick 1. died of a flow diforder, which had
been along time bringing bim'to his end. He
did not live to fee the conclufion of the general
peace, nor tranquillity re-eftablithed in his
neighbourhood. He was thriceé married ; the
firft time to a princefs of Hefle, by whom he
had a daughter, who was married to the here-
ditary prince of Hefle, now king of Sweden.
His fecond wife was Sophia- Charlotte of Hano-
ver, mother of Frederick-William, who fuc-
ceeded him ; and his third wife, who was 2
princefs
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princefs of Mecklenburg, he repudiated for
her madnefs.

W have feen the feveral paffages of the
life of Frederick I. We are now only to take.
a curfory view of his charaGer. His mind
was flexible to every kird of impreffion, like &
glafs that faithfully reprefents the different ob-
jedts fet beforeit. He was violent by caprice,
and mild thro’ indolence ; confounding trifles
with grandeur ; fond of the fuperficial, but neg-
le@ful of the folid ; and more bufy in the pur-
fuit of empty fhew, than of ufeful attainments.
He facrificed 30,000 of his {ubje&s in the em-
peror’s wars, to attain to the regal dignity 3
and he afpired after this dignity only to indulge
his pride, and to juftify his fumptuous diffipa-
tions under fpecious appearances.

HE was indeed magnificent and generous ;
but how bafe the purchafe, by which he ac-
quired the means of indulging his paflions! He
bartered the blood of his people with the Eng-
lith and Dutch for money; like the Tartars,
who fell their cattle to the butchers of Podolia
for flaughter. He was upon the point of re-
calling 15000 from Flanders, when the Dutch
fent him a large diamond, as part of the fuc-
ceffion of the prince of Orange; upon which

) ) the
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the troops of Brandenburg were permitted to
continue with the allies.

Ir we afcend to the origin of things, in or-
der to have a juft idea of the generofity of a
prince, we fhall find, that as he is the firfk
fervant of the flate, he is accountable to it
for the ufe to which he applies the public mo-
ney ; that he ought to appropriate a certain
part of it to the fupport of his dignity, and the
remainder to reward the fervices and merit of
his fubjes ; to enrich the flate by his libe-
rality ; to maintain the equality of conditions ;
not to opprefs the poor, in order to fatten the
rich § to relieve the public miferies with gene-
rofity 5 to affift the unfortunate of every kind
and condition ; to fhew magnificence in what~
ever relates to the general body of the ftate;
and to dire& all his expences to the advantage
of his pegple.

Tue expence which Frederick I. was fo
fond of, was far from being of this kind; it
was rather the diffipation of a vain and prodigal
prince. His court was one of the moft mag-
nificent in Europe ; and. his embaflies were as
fplendid as thofe of the Portuguefe. He granted
very large. penfions to  his favourites, His
buildings were magnificent; - and his entestain-
L ments

s
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ments grand ; his ftables wers filled with horfes,
his offices with cooks, and his cellars with
wine. He gavea fief of forty thoufand crowns
to a huntfman, who helped him to kill a large
ftag. He was very near mortgaging the coun-
try of Halberftadt to the Dutch, to purchafe
the Pitt, a large diamond, which was fold
afterwards to Lewis XV, in the time of the
regency. His domeftics were fure of making
their fortune, if they could but bear the firft
tranfports of his paffion. But there was no
proportion in his expences: the abfurdity of
his extravagance will appear more evident, if
we examine clofely into the ftate of his reve-
nues. There we perceive robuft members of
a gigantic body, clofe to feeble limbs that are
perifhing with want. He fold 20,000 men to
maintain 30,000. His court was like to thofe
great rivers, which fwallow up the water of
the little rivulets. His favourites were loaded
with his largefles, while the inbabitants of Li-
thuania and Pruffia perifhed with famine and
peftilence ; and this generous prince refufed to
relieve them. An avaricious prince, is to his
people, like a phyfician, who lets his patient
be flifled in his blood; and an extravagant

Is prince
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prince is like one that kills him with too much
bleeding. ‘ _

Freperick I, was never conftant in his
favours; whether it was that he repented his
bad choice, or whether he had no indulgence
for human infirmities. All his favourites, from
baron Danckleman down to count Witgen-
flein, had an unhappy end. The bad educa-
tion, which he had received in his youth, in-
fluenced his whole life ; his mind was weak
and fuperflitious. He was particalarly at-
tached to Calvinifm, to which he would wil-
lingly have reduced every other religion ; and
in all probability he would have been a perfe-
cutor, if priefts had introduced magnificence
and ceremonies into perfecutions. He com-~
pofed a book of common prayer, which for
his credit was never printed. If he is deferv-
ing of praife, it is for having preferved peace in
his dominions during his whole reign, while the
territories of his neighbours were ravaged by
war; for being naturally of a benevolent tem-
per, and for never having violated his con-
jugal vow. In fhort, he was great in triffing
things, and‘ a trifler in great things ; and it is
a difadvantage to him to be placed in hiftory
between a father and fon, whofe fuperior abi-
lities eclipfe his merit. Of
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Of ManneRrs, CusToms, INDUSTRY,
and the Progrefs of the Human Un-
DERSTANDING in the ARTs and
SCIENCES.

O have an adequate knowledge of a
flate, it is not fufficient to be acquaint-
ed with its origin, wars, treaties,  govern-
ment, religion, andrevenues. Thefe arein-
deed the principal parts on which the hiftorian
difplays the elegance of his'ftyle. But there
are others, which, tho’ not fo entertaining as
the former, are yet entircly as ufeful. Among -
thefe I reckon whatever relates to the manners
of the inhabitants, as the original of new cu-
ftoms, the abolithing of old ones, the rife of
induftry, the caufes that firft encouraged it, the
reafons which accelerated, or retarded the pro-
grefs of the human underftanding ; and, above 3
all, whatever chiefly charallerizes the genins
of the nation, whofe hiftory we undertake to
write: Thefe fubjeds will always be intereft-
_ ing to politicians and philofophers ; and I may
16 venture



(204)
venture to affirm, that this fort of detail ig
no way unworthy of the majefty of hiltory.

T suaLy prefent the reader with a fpecimen’
of the moft diftinguithing ftrokes of the genius
of the Brandenburgers in every age. But how
greata difference between thofe ages? Na-
tions feparated by immenfe feas, and dwelling
under oppofite tropics, do not differ more in
their cuftoms, than the Brandenburgers from
themfelves, if we compare thofe in the time
of Tacitus, to thofe under Henry the Fowler ;
thofe under Henry the Fowler, to thofe
under John the Cicero; and, in fine, the
Jatter, to the inhabitants of the eletorate un-
der Frederick I king of Pruffia.

Tue generality of mankind, who are a-
mufed with an infinite variety of obje&s, look
upon the magic lanthorn of this world without
refle@ion. They take no mare notice of the
continual changes which happen in regard to
cuftoms, thanin a great city, of the daily ra-
vages committed by death, provided it fpares
the fmall circle of their acquaintance. And
yet, after a fhort abfence, we find at.our re-
turn different inhabitants and different cuftoms.

How inftrulive and entertaining it is, to
farvey paft ages, and tofee by what analyfis

4 they
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they are conneled to our times! To take 2
nation in its rudeft flate of fimplicity, to follow
it in its progrefs, and to trace it down to the
time in which it was civilized, is the fame as
examining the filk-worm in all its metamor-
phofes, from its being a chryfalis, till it be-
comes a butterfly.

But how mortifying is this ftudy ! Itis
but too certain, that the immutable law of na-
ture obliges mankind to pafs through a great
many impertinent trifles, before they can at-
tain to any reafonable or folid acquirement,
Thus, if we afcend to the origin of nations,
we fhall find them all equally barbarous. Some
have arrived by flow gradations, and by a great
many windings, to a certain degree of per-
fe@tion, Others have reached it by rapid
flights ; but all have taken different ways. And
even politenefs, induftry, and the feveral arts,
have imbibed a tafte of the foil, in the diffe-
rent countries inte which they have been
tranfplanted, from the indelible character of
cach nation. T his will appear ftill more evi-
dent to thofe who will pleafe to read the dif-
ferent works written at Padua, London, or
Paris ; they may be eafily diftinguifhed, even
when the authors of them treat the fame fub-

je&ts 3
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je&s ; if we except only the abftrufer parts of
geometry.

‘THE inexhauftible variety, which nature
has fown in thofe general and particular cha-
raélers, is a proof of her fertility, and at the
fame time of her ceconemy.  For tho’ the in-
numerable nations, which cover the face of
the earth, have each their different genius;
yet it feems that fome remarkable ftrokes,
which diftinguifh them from the reft, are unal-
terable. Each nation has its peculiar cha-
ra&ter, which may be modified more or lefs
by the education they receive, but whofe effen-
tials are never effaced. I might eafily confirm
this opinion, by proofs drawn .f'rom natural
philofophy ; but I fhall not digrefs from my
fubject. It follows, therefore, that princes
have never intirely changed the manner of
thinking peculiar to a nation ; that they have
never been able to force mature to produce
thofe great men, whofe name alone is capable
of rendering ages micmorable to pofterity ;
and tho’ the working of the mine is fubjett to
-their regulations, yet their power does not ex-
tend to the fruitful veins; thefe open them-

. felves of a fudden, furnithing treafures in a-
bundance;
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bundance, and are often loft, when purfued
with the greateft avidity.

WHosOEVER has read Tacitus and
Czfar, will eafily diftinguifi the Germans,
French, and Englifh, by the colours in
which they are painted ; and which have not
been effaced in the courfe of ecighteen cen-
turies. How then is it poffible, thata fingle
reign fhould compafs what fo many ages have
not been able to attain? A ftatuary may
fhape a piece of ftone into what form he
pleafes; he may make an Zfop, or an Anti-
nous of it, but he cannot change the nature of
the ftone. Every nation will have fome pre-
dominant vices and virtues. If the Romans, ~
thercfore, appear more virtuous under the
Antoninus’s than the Tiberius’s, it is becaufe
crimes were more feverely punifhed under the
former; vice durft not lift up its unhallowed
head,- but the vicious were ftill in being.
Princes may give a certain varnifh of polite-
nefs to their nation; they may maintain the
laws in their full vigour, and the fciences in a
middling condition ; but they can never alter
the nature of things; they can add only a
tranfient fhadow to the prevailing colour of the
picture,

Or
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Or thiswe have feen proofs in our days in
Ruffia. Peter I. ordered the Mufcovites to
cut off their beards, and to believe in the pro-
ceffion of the Holy Ghoft; he made. fome of
them drefs in the French tafte, and infituted
fchools for the learning of different languages ;
and yet the Ruffians will be ftill perbaps for
many ages ditinguithed from the French, the
Italians, and other European nations.

I REALY bglieve, that nothing but the intire
devaftation of a country, and the repeopling
it with foreign colonies, is capable of produc-
ing an intire change in 2 nation. But we
muft obferve, that it is then no longer the fame
nation; and it would be ftill a queftion,
whether the climate and food would not in
time aflimilate the new inhabitants to the old
ones. :
I thought it neceffary to feparate this frag-
ment, which treats of the Brandenburgers,
from the reft of the hiftory, becaufe in the
former I was confined to politics and war ;
and if the following - particulars which re-
late to cuftoms, induftry and arts, were inter-
fperfed in the body of the work, they might
have eafily efcaped the reader, whereas he

will find them here colleCted under one point
of
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of view, where by themfelves they form a
fmall body of hiftory.

In the commencement of this work, I have
been guided by Latin writers, as there was
none of the country during that period. Loc-
kelius, whom I fhall often have occafion to
quote, has been of fervice to me in the dark
regencies of the margraves of the four firft
races; and the archives have furnithed me
with materials for the moft remarkable paf-
fages during the time that the houfe of Ho-
henzollern has been in poffeflion of this elec-
torate, which brings us down to our days.

The First ErocHA.

In the long enumeration which Tacitus
makes of the people of Germany, he'is mif-
taken in regard to the word Jngevoner, which
fignifies inhabitants, and that of Germenier,
which implies warlike people, whom thro’
ignorance of the language he took for parti-
cular nations. The number of thofe warriors,
with which this country was filled, gave it
the name of Germany,

Tae firft inhabitants of the Marck were
Teutons, and after them the Semnons, who,

according
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according to the relation of Tacitus, were the
nobleft among the Suevi.

In thofc remote days Germany was quite
barbarous’; the natives who were rude and
unpolifhed, lived in forefts, where they had
little huts for their habitations. They
married young, and got children faft, for
the women were feldom barren. The na-
tion increafed daily, and as the children con-
fined themfelves to the culture of their pater-
nal eftates, inftead of clearing new lands, it
followed of courfe, that fince thefe fmall inheri-
tances did not, even in the very beft years,
afford a fufficient maintenance for fo numerous
a people, they were oblized to quit their
country to find elfewhere a fubfiftance. Hence
that great inundation of Barbarians, who over-
run Gaul, Africa, and even the Roman em-
pire.

Tue Germans were hunt(men thro’ ne-
ceflity, and warriors by inclination. Their
poverty rendered the inteftine wars which
they had among themfelves, very fhort; for
they were not influenced by intereft. Their
generals, who afterwards became princes, were
called Furflen, which fignifies leaders! They
were famous for the largenefs of their fize,

the
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the robuftnefs of their bodies, and for being
inured to the moft laborious exercifes. _Their
principal virtues were their valour, and. the
fidelity with which they fulfilled their engage-
ments. Thefe virtues they celebrated by
hymas, which they taught their children, in
order to tranfmit them to pofterity.

Even the Latin writers are unexception-
able witneffes of the German valour, by ace
quainting us with the defeat of Varus and fome!
of the other chiefs of the Roman armies. If'
we arc apt to commend the courage of 2 na-
tion, which with equal difcipline and forces,
is vitorious over another ; how much more
ouzht we to adimire the bravery of thofe Ger-
mans, who having nothing to rely upon but’
a confidence in their own valour, and an in-
flexible refolution never to yield, triumphed
over the Roman difcipline, and over thofe le-
gions, who had but juft compleated the con-:
queft of half the known world ?

NoTWITHSTANDING what moft hifto-
rians fay, it is however true, that the Romans
paffed the Elbe in fpite of the Suevi. For we
have difcovered in the neighbourhood of Zof=
fen, within fix German miles of Berlin, in 2
fquare camp of four hundred paces, a vaft

number
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number of urns, filled with the medals of the
emperor Antoninus, and of the emprefs Fau-
flina, and with drefing toys belonging to the
Roman ladies. This cannot be a field of bat-
tle, for the Suevi would never have buried
the fpoils of their enemies under ground, to
decorate their funeral, T think we may fafely
conjecture, that this place ferved as a camp to
fome of the advanced cohorts, which the Ro-~
mans had fent beyond the Elbe, to apprize
them of the motions and approach of the
barbarians.

BrANDENBURG is the moft ancient city
of the Marck. The annals of this place,
printed in 1595, fix the foundation of it in
the year of the world 3588, which is 2bout
416 years before the vulgar @ra. It is faid to
have been built by Brennus, who ranfacked
Rome, and to have taken its name from its
founder. Amidft the obfcurity of thefe days,
we have been able to come at the names
of fome of the kings of the Vandals, as
Hoterus and Wenceflaus, who in all pro-
bability were more ambitious and troublefome
than the reft. We find moreover in the an-
nals of this country, that Witikind king of

the Saxons, Hermanfred king of Thuringia,
and
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and Richimir king of the Franks entered into
an alliance, fubdued the Semnons, and were
the firft who inclofed the conquered towns
with walls, to keep the country in fubje&tion.

The Seconp ErocHA.

CHARLEMAIN, at length, toek Branden-~
burg in 781 ; and when|Henry the Fowler bad
in the year 928, intirely fnbdued the Saxons
who inhabited thofe parts, he eftablithed mar-
graves, or governors of the frontiers.

‘THE manners of the people were civilized
under the margraves, but the country was very
poor. It produced only the bare neceflaries
of life, but ftood in need of the induftry of its
neighbours for feveral canveniences ; and as
no other country wanted its afiftance, there
was a greater exportation than importation of
fpecie.  This difproportion in the circulation,
which continually diminifhed the value of
money, lowered the price of all forts of com-
modities. Provifions were fo cheap, that
under the ele@or John II. of Afcania,a
buthel of wheat was fold for twenty eight
farthings, a bufhel of ric for twenty eight de-

niers,
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niers, and fix hens were bought in the mar-
ket for one grofs.

THE married men of Berlin pafled at that
time for honeft but jealous hufbands. The
annals of this country * afford an example,
which gives us a lively defcription of the man-
ners of thofe days. During the regency of
the ele&tor Otho of Bavaria, a fecretary of the
bifhop of Magdeburg went to bathe at the
public bath at Berlin; where happening to meet
in the ftreet with a young woman, who wasa
burgher’s wife, he’propofed to her in joke to go
and bathe with him. The woman was af-
fronted at this propofal 5 upon which a crowd
of people got about him; and the burghers
of Berlin, who underftood no raillery, drag-
ged the poor fecretary into a public market
place, where they beheaded him without any
other form of trial. If thefe people are flill jea-
Ious, at leaft their revenge is not fo unmerciful.

T'HE country was in a moft miferable fitua-
tion under the princes of the four firft races ;
and indeed it could not be otherwife, as it
was continually changing mafters, Otho of
Bavaria was obliged to fell the ele&orate in
1373, to the emperor Charles IV, The lat-

* Lockelius in 1364

. ter
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ter refided at Tangermunde, where he kept a
fplendid court, and built a large caftle, whofe
ruins are to be feen to this day. While Jo-
docus had the government of the country of
Brandenburg, the Vaudois who were perfe-
cuted in France, took fhelter in Angermunde,
which from thence was called the heretical
city. I cannot find the reafon why the Vau-
dois fhould fly for an afylum to the country
of Brandenburg, which was inhabited by ca-
tholics 3 * nor ‘why they ‘were received, tho’
detefted.

THE princes of the houfe of Luxemburg
were the greateft oppreflors of the people:
they mortgaged the electorate whenever they
wanted money, to thofe -who were willing to
lend them the greateft fums. And thofe cre-
ditors who looked upon this wretched province
as a'mortgage, ufed every art of opprefiion to
enrich themfelves, living there at difcretion,
as in an enemy’s country. The highways
were infefted with robbers, all civil polity was
banithed, and the proceedings of the courts of
juftice were fuperfeded. The lords of Quit-
zau and Neuendorff, enraged at the odious
yoke under which their country groaned, de-
clared open war ageinft the petty tyrants who

opprefled
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opprefled it.  During this total confufion and
flate of anarchy, the people were in the utmoft
mifery. The nobility were one while the in-
ftruments, another time the avengers of ty-
ranny ; and the generality of the nation, whofe
fpirits were deprefled by the feverity of flavery,
and by the rigour of a barbarous Gothic go-
vernment, grew quite infenfible and para-
Iytic.
The THIrRD EPoCcHA.

THE emperor Sigifmund difimbroiled this
chaos in 1414, by conferring the country of
Brandenburg and the eletoral dignity on
Frederick of Hohenzollern, Margrave of Neus
renberg, T his prince required his new fubjects
to yield homage to him ; but the people long
accuftomed to cruel mafters, with difficulty fub-
mitted to this mild and legitimate government.
Frederick I reduced the nobility by theterror of
a large cannon, with which he beat down the
caftles of the rebels. This cannon was a four
and twenty pounder, ,and was all the artillery
he had.

TuE fpirit of fedition was not fo quickly
fupprefled. The burghers of Berlin revolted
feveral times againft their magjftrates; and

Frederick II. appeafed thefe commations with
¢ prudence



(217 )
prudence and lenity,  This prince was obliged,
* for want of money, to mortgage the tolls of
Schiffelbein and Drambourg to Denis lord of
Often, for the fum of 1500 florins, to defray
his charges to the diet of Nurenberg.

In this fituation things continued till the
time of John the Cicero. This eleCor made
the firft efforts to refcue his people out of that
ftate of rufticity and ignorance; and indeed
to be only fenfible of their ignorance was a
great matter in thofe days. Tho’ this dawn
of knowledge was but a very weak twilight,
yet it produced the foundation of the univer-
fity of Frankfort on the Oder in 1495. Con-
rad Wipina, profeffor of Leipfick, was the
reCor of this new univerfity, and compiled
the ftatutes. A thoufand ftudents were in-
rolled the very firft year in the regifters of the
univerfity.

Luckyit was for the progrefs of the fciences,
that Joachim Neftor was as much their pro-
teCtor as his father. This prince was the
Leo X. of Brandenburg; he was mafter of
the mathematics, _aftronomy, and hiftory ;
he fpoke French, Italian and Latin with eafe ;
he was fond of polite learning, and munificent
in encouraging thofe who profeffcd it.

S Tas
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THE civilizing ‘of a nation that had been
in a ftate of barbaroufnefs for fo many ages,
could not be the work of a day ; it muft be a
long time before the foft commerce of fciences
can communicate itfelf to a whole nation,
The young people indeed applied themfelves
to ftudy, but thofe of a more advanced age,
preferved ftill an attachment to their ancient
cuftoms and to their rufticity.. The nobility fill
continued to rob on the highways. There
was fuch a general depravation of manners in
Germany, _that the Diet of the empire aflem~
bled at Triers, being willing to put a ftop to
it, forbad people to blafpheme, and to aban~-
don themfelves to that excefs of debauchery,
which debafes human nature, and renders men
inferior to brutes.

AT that time there were vineyards planted
in the ele@orate; a barrel of wine was fold
for thirty grofles, and a bufhel of rie for
twenty one farthings, There was a greater
circulation of fpecies 5 and Joachim Neftor
ereted fome new buildings, and among others
the caftle of Potfdam. Every body drefled
after the German fathion, which anfwers very
near to the old Spanifh drefs, except that the

: men
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men wore large ruffs.  The princes, * counts
and knights wore gold chains about their necks ;
and none but gentlemen were: permitted to’
have three gold rings"in their ‘cravat.’ The.
women’s drefs  was like that wore at prefent
by the fex at Augfburg, or by the maidens of
Stratburg.

TrEY began then' to be acquainted with
a kind of luxury proportioned to the timess
but ‘as we do ‘not find that there was any im-
provement made' in the induftry or commerce
of ‘the people: of Brandenburg, the augmen~
tation and caufe ‘of the riches of ‘thofe days
are a difficult problem to folve.

As early as the year 1560, we find a vaﬁ:
difference in the expences of ‘the eleGtors 3 for:
when Joachim II." went to-the'diet of Frank-
fort, which was fummoned in 1562, by the
emperor Ferdinand for the eleion of a king
of the Romans, he had fixty eight gentle-
men ‘in his retinue, and an equipage of 452
horfes.'  Gaming was intreduced 4t that time's
this * cuftom  fhifted : from the court to the
town;; but they were obliged to fupprefs ity
becaufe fome burghers had loft above a thou~
fand crowns at a fitting.

* . Lockeling,
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WE read in our annals, that at the marriage
of Joachim IL to Sophia daughter of Sigif-
mund king of Poland, the cleor lay the firft
night of his nuptials armed cap-a-pee with
his young wife ; as if the foft engagements of
Jove required fuch formidable preparations.
There was a mixture of ferocity and magni-
ficence in the cuftoms of thofe days. The
caufe of this fingularity was the defire the na-
tion had to emerge from its barbaroufnefs ; it
fought for the right road, butmifled it. They
were fo ftupid as to confound ceremonies with
politenefs, magnificence with dignity, debau-
chery with pleafure, pedantry with learning,
and the clowinfh flatnefs of buffoons with the
ingenious fallies of wit.

To this time we muft refer the foundation
of the univerfity of Konigfberg by Albert duke
of Pruflia.

THE expences of the ele&ors ftill continued
to increafe.  John George made a fuperb in-
interment for his father ; this is the firft fu-
neral pomp of any kind of magnificence that
we meet with in the hiflory of Brandenburg.
The predominant paffion of this prince was
his fondnefs of entertainments ; he loved to
difplay his grandeur. He celebrated the

birth
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birth * of his eldeft fon with entertainments
that lafted four days. Thefe diverfions con~
fifted of tournaments, naval combats, fireworks,
and runningat the ring. The lords who com-
pofed the four troops, were drefled in velvet rich-
ly imbroidered with gold andfilver ; but flillthe
charalter of the age was difcernible thro’
this magnificence. At the head of each troop
there was a buffoon, who founded a horn in
a ridiculous manner, and committed a thou-
fand extravagances, while the court mounted
the turret of the caftle to fec the fireworks go
off . When Chriftian king of Denmark
came thro’ Berlin, the ele€tor received him
in a magnificent manner ; he wentout to meet
him, attended with a great number of princes,
counts, and lords, and with a guard of 300
horfe. The king made his entry in a black
velvet chariot laced with gold, drawn by eight
white courfers, with bits and caparifons all of
filver. They quite tired him with entertain-
ments, all in this tafte.

® Lockelius,

+ The anmals mention, that the elector put his head out
ofa dormer-window, and ericd out to the ingineers Foba, Ja
fre as foon as I barx whifiked,

K 3 Luxury
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Luxury, perhaps, was carried to excefs ;
for Joachim enafted fumptuary laws. He em=
ployed his revenues in' ufeful eftablithments,
and-founded Joachim’s college, ~which was
afterwards removed ‘to'Berlin by the eleCor
Frederick William, where flill continues this
fchvool, the moft flourifhing, without doubt,
and the beft regulated in all the territories of
Pruffia.

Unpzr the adminiftration of John George,
a 'great many inventiors ‘were fill wants
ing, 'that ‘contribute to the conveniency of
life.  The: common :cuftom of coaches goes
0 higher than John' Sigifmund ; ~in~ whofe
seign «mention is- made 'of it, on account
of the  homage which this. prince yielded at
Warfaw for the.detchy of Pruffia.  He:bad
thirty fix coaches, -each fix horfes, inihis
tr2in, befides fourfcore led 'horfes. = The em-
‘baffador, whom he fentito thie diet of the em=-
pire at ‘the eleGtion of the empéror Matthias,
had three coaches. Thefe'were a kind of ugly
travelling vehicles, made of four boards, which
were put together in a very clumfy manper.
Who could have then foretold, that this ast
would have been carried'to fo- ‘high a degree of
perfe@ion in the eighteenth century, as to make

coaches
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coaches that come to 20000 crowns, and that
they thould find purchafers ?

THe cfforts made byBrandenburg and Ger-
many to civilize themfelves, were not ‘quite
ufelefs. The number of univerfities jncreafed, a-
mong which wasthatof Halle. At the fame time
an academy was formed at Deflaw for the ini-
provement of the German tongue, under the
name of the fruitful fociety, This might have
been of fome fervice 5 efpecially as tne Ger-
man language, branched out into an infinite
number of dialefts, wants proper rules to fix
its true ftandard ; befides, we have no cliflic
writers 3 and if we have flill fome remains of
our ancient Fepublican liberty, ’tis only the
barren privilege of mangling a rude and almoft
barbarous language according to our pléafure
and fancy. '

THESE excellent inftitutions, which perhaps
would have greatly contributed to the advance-
ment of learning, were hardly fketched,
when the thirty years war fupervened, which
overturned and deftroyed all Germany.

Thue ftates of Brandenburg had a fhare in
the government till the reign of George-Wil-
liam, viz.'1621; they were confulted ‘on alf
pubhc affairs, and their advice was followed.

K ¢ When
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When the war drew near to the eleCtorate,
they began to think of its defence. *Till that
time the eledtor kept only his own guards,
and when he wanted to raife troops, the no-
bility were fummoned, who. were obliged to
appear, and with their. paramounts formed the
cavalry ; the infantry confifted of their vaffals.
The elc&or*, and efpecia‘sly his minifter count
Schwartzenberg, were inclined to maintain a
regular militia. The States confented to levy
foldiers ; and after the men were picked out,
they were ordered to beg about the country
for their fubfiftance, till there fhould be 0-ca-
fion for their fervice. At the fame time an
edict was publithed, ordering the country peo-
ple to give a farthing a piece to this miluia if
they came to beg, and to beat them foundly
if they were not fatisfied. Tbus this eletor,
inftead of having difciplined troops, had only
privileged beggars.

THE court of Schwartzenberg reduced after-
wards the power .of thefe States, tho’ they
had never abufed it. In fhort, in the courfe
of this bloody war, the year 1636 was the
moft unfortunate for this eleQorate: the Swedes
were at Werben, the Imperialifts at . Magde-

* Sobaldus’s Chronicles
burg ~
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burg and Rathenaw, Wrangel at Stettin, and
Morofini in the New Marck, when thirty fix
thoufand Imperialits marched thro’ the
country, pillaging and defiroying every place
they came to. This was too much: the
country of Brandenburg, exhaufted by the num- -
ber of troops whom it had maintained, and
who had ravaged it for fome years, could
ftand it no longer. Provifions were be-
come extremely dear, an ox was fold for
a hundred crowns, a bufhel of wheat for
five, a bufhel of barley for three; and the
fearcity of fpecie raifed the value of it to
fuch a degree, that a ducat was rated at ten
crowns. Some gentlemen who had fecured
their provifions from the rapacioufnefs of the
encmy, wanted toreap an advantage from the
circumftances of this dearth ; but the country
people, not having wherewithal to purchafe
this grain, and grown defperate by the famine,
fell upon thofe inhuman mafters, and plun-
dered their granaries. The famine continued
with the fame violence, and was followed by
the plague, which completed the mifery of the
country. The remainder of the unfortunate
inhabitants, whom death and the enemy had
fpared, being unable to withftand fuch a fea of

Ks calami-
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calamities, abandoned their unhappy country,
and ‘fled for refuge to the neigbouring provin-
ces. E

THE Marck was then one frightful defart,
which exhibited a lamentable fpe&able of ruins,
conflagrations, and of every fcene of calamity
that attends a long” and furious war.  Hardly
was it poffible, amidft fuch a horrid fcene of
confufion, and in places mtirely laid wafte, to
dlfcem the traces of the ancient inhabitants.

TuErE would have been an end of Bran-
denburg for ever, if Frederick-William, who
began to reign in 1640, had not taken fuch
immenfe pains to retrieve it. His'prudence and
refolution, together with time, 'overcame'.all
thofe obftacles ; he concluded a peace, and im-

mediately fet about a new creation.
BRANDENBURG, in fa&, bécame a new

country, formed ofa mixture of all'nations,
who afterwards intermarried with thofe few
of the ancient inhabitants, that had" efcaped
deftradion ; whether it was owing to a plen-
tiful year, or for want of confumption, 'the
price of- provifions fell fo low, thata buflel
of wheat was fold for twelve groffes.
(|
AmMoxeé
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' AMonG the other mifchiefs occafioned by
the thirty years war, we may reckon the ruin
of the little trade then carried on in the north
of Gérmany.  Formerly we Had our falt from
Holland and France ; but as the ftock could
not be fupplied during thofe troubles, it was
foon exhaufted. The want of o neceffary a
commodity obliged people to have recourfe
to induftry ; 'and they difcovered falt-pits 4t
Halle,” which were fufficient to fupply not
only the wants of Brandenburg, but likewife
of the neighbouring provinces.

The firft colony ‘that came to fettle in
the eleftorate, were Dutch. Thefe reviv-
<d the feveral bandjcraft trades, and form-
cda proje& for felling timber, with which
the country abounded ; for the thirty years
had turned almoft all the foil into a foreft
The fale of this timber conftituted afterwards
one of the principal branches of our commerce.
The elector gave leave to fome Jewith . fami-
lies to fettle in his dominions; the neighbour-
hood of Poland rendering them very ufeful
for vending in that kingdom the refufe of
our fripery.

Nar long after afavourable event enfued,
which confiderably promoted the defigns of the

Y Ko great
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great ele@or, Lewis XIV, revoked the edi&
of Nantes in 1684. upon which occafion at
leaft 300,000 French quitted the kingdom,
Thofe who had moft money retired to Eng-
land and Holland ; but the moft induftrious
part of them, tothe number of twenty thoufand,
or thereabouts, took fhelter in the country of
Brandenburg. = Thefe belped to re-people our
defert villages, and brought all forts of manu-
faGtures amongft us, which we wanted.

I~ order to judge of the advantages which the
government received from this colony, it will
be neceflary to give fome account of the ftate
of our manufaétures befere the thirty years
war, and of the perfeGion they arrived to af-
ter the revocation of the edi& of Nantes.

Ovur commerce confifted formerly in the
fale of our corn, wine, and wool; there were
fome woollen manufallures, but they were
very inconfiderable. At the time of John- Ci-
cero there were only 700 manufaCurers in the
whole country. During the adminiftration of
John-Joachim, the duke of Alva exercifed his
tyrannical cruelty over the inhabitants of the
Low Countries. That wife princefs, Eliza-
beth queen of England, made a proper ufe of
the folly of her neighbouirs, by inviting the ma-

nufacturess
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nufaQurers of Gantand Bruges into her domi-
nions. ‘Thefe people manufactured the Eng-
lith wool, and obtained a law to prohibit the
exportation of it.

Ovur manufaurers till that time had made
no good cloth, withouta mixtureof Englifh |
wool; and, as foon as this was with-held, the
manufaéture declined. The ele&ors of Saxony,
Auguftus and Chriftian, followed queen Eli-
zabeth’s example, by inviting the Flemith ar-
tifts to their country, who put their manu-
faGures in a flourithing condition. The want
of foreign wool, the decline of our manu-
factures, and the rife of thofe of our neigh-
bours, induced the noblhty of Brandcnburg to
fell their wool to ftrangers; which was very
near being the utter ruin of our manufaQures.
In order to remedy this evil, John-Sigifmund
prohibited the importation of foreign cloths into
the country; but this prohibition was ridicu-
lous, becaufe the manufa&ures of Branden-
burg were infufficient to furnith as much cloth
as the country wanted, which obliged them to
have recourfe to the induftry of their neigh-
bours. Very likely more lucky expedients
would have been found out, if the thirty &'ears
war had not broke out foon after, which over-

turned
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turned all projeéls and manufa&ure~, and even
the flate itlelf.

AT the acceflion of Frederick-William to
the regency, there was no manufalure in this
country, either of hats, ftockings, ferges, or
any kind of woollen ftuffs. We are in-
debted to the induftry of the French for all
thefe. manufaQures: they erefed fabrics
of cloths, ferges, fuffs, druggets, crapes,
caps, woven ftockings, all forts of hats,
and dying/ in different colours. Some of
thofe refugees turned fhop-keepers, and re-
tailed the feveral wares that were fabricated by
their countrymen. Berlin now hid gold-
fimiths, jewellers, watchmakers, and carvers.
The French, who fettled in the open country,
planted tobacco 3 and variety of fruits, and ex-
ccllént pulfe, were feen to grow in a fandy
foil, which by'their careful cultivation was be-
come an admirable kitchen-garden. To en-
courage fo ufeful a colony, - the ™ great elettor
allowed them a yéarly pedfion of forty thou-
find crowns, which they enjoy to this day.

ThrUS the' eleQorate was in 2 more flou-
Tithing ' condition under the adminiftration of
Frederick-William, than it bad been under
any of his ancefturs. The great improvement
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of the manufa@ures, increafed the different
branches of commerce, which was afterwards
confined chiefly to our corn, timber, woollen
manufatures, and falt. The ufe of poft<
houfes, hitherto unknown in Germany, was
introduced by the great eleftor throughout all
his dominions,. from Emmerick as far as Me~
mel. The cities, before that time, payed-ar-
bitrary taxes, which were fuppreffed ; and an
excife was fubftituted in their ftead. The
towns began to be civilized, the ftreets were
paved, and lanthorns were fet up at proper
diftances to light the inhabitants. ~ This civil
regulation was abfolutely neceffary. For the
courtiers were obliged to go in flilts to Potz-
dam, when the court happened to refide there ;
becaufe of the dirt that lay in heaps ‘in the
fireets.

FrepERICK-WiILLIam was the firft eleGtor
that kept a regular body of difciplined troops
in his'fervice, ~ The battallons of foot confiftéd
of four companies, each of 150 men 3 the third
part of a battalion were armed with pikes,” the
reft with mufkets. - The infantry wore’ thein
regimentals, and had cloaks. The horfe pro<
vided themfeclves with arms and hotfes. They
wore a half armour, fought in fquadrons, @nd

often
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often carried a train of artillery along with
them.

_+ THE great eletor, tho’ generous and mag-
nificent in his own petfon, eftablifhed fump-
tuary laws. The court was numerous and
fplendid. At the entertainment which he
gave upon the marriage of his niece, the prin-
cefs of Courland, there were 56 tables, with
40 covers at each repaft. The indcfatigable
ativity of this prince procured every ufeful art
to his country ; but he had not time to intro-
duce the polite ones.

THE continual wars, together with the
mixture of new inhabitants, had already made
a change in the ancient manners. A great
many of the French and Dutch cuftoms were
adopted by our people; but the predominant
vices were drunkennefs and avarice. The
youth were forbidden all unlawful commerce
with the fair fex; and fome fmarting re-
membrances, which are contraCed by dying
away with pleafure, were unknown at that
time. The court was fond of points, double
meanings, and buffooneries ; the children of
the nobility applicd themfelves again to fludy,
and the education of youth infenfibly fell
into the hands of the French, We are

indebted
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indebted alfo to this nation for a certain frec-
dom in converfation, and for an eafier car-

riage than is commonly met with in the Ger-
mans.

THE change, which fupervened in the ftate
after the thirty years war, was univerfal : it
was feltin the fpecie, as well as in every thing
ele. Formerly the filver mark was on the
footing of nine crowns throughout all the em-
pire, till the year 1561, when the calamity of
the times obliged the elector to have recourfe to
all manner of expedients to fupply the necefli-
ties of the ftate.  He publifhed the fame year
an edict, which regulated the value of the cur-
rent fpecie 5 and he ordered grofles and fenins
to be coined to a confiderable fum, whofe in=-
trinfic value was very near equivalent to the
third part of the real value of this fpecie. As
the value of this money was imaginary, it was
foon cried down, and fell one half. The old
crowns of good allay were worth from 28 to
30 grofles, for which reafon we call them bank
crowns. In order to remcdy thefe abufes,
the cle@ors of Brandenburg had a con-
ference at Cinna in 1667, and they agreed
to fix the value of fpecie upon a new foot-
ing; by which the fine filver mark, was to

be
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be returned to the public in all kinds of money
from the crown to the fenin, at ten crowns
fixteen grofles. After this, we ftruck florins
and half florins, and the value of thefilver
mark continued fixed to ten crowns. ’

In the year 169c, Frederick I. agreed with
the eletor of Saxony and the duke of Hano-
ver, ‘on proper meafures for keeping up the va-
tue of fpecie on the fame footing as was deter-
‘mined at the convention of Cinna; but find-
ing this impradicable, t}iey confented that the
current fpecie of florins, and pieces of cight
grofles fhould be ftiuck thro® all their domi-
nions at the proportion of twelve crowns; this
is what we call the footing of Leipfick, which
fill fubfifts.

THE new colonies eftablifhed by the
great‘ele@or, did not indeed arrive to their
full perfeétion, till the reign of Frederick I.
We had then a marufaCture of tapeftry equal
to that of Bruflels, our laces were not inferior
to thofe of France, our glafles of Neuftadt fur-
pafled thofe of Venice in whitenefs, and our
army was dreffed in cloth of our own manu-
falures.” In the year 1700 the troops changed
theirarms’; the ufeof pikes was abolithed, and
the infantry had fufils given them'; the cavl:lry
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kept no other part of their armour than the
cuirafs, and they werc obliged to wear regi-
amentals. hte,

THE court was numerous and fplendid ; and
there’ wasa great circulation of fpecie, arifing
from foreign fubdidies. . Luxury began now
to thew itfelf in liveries, drefs, tables, equi-
page, and buildings. The king had two of
the moft: able archite@s in-Europe in his fer-
vice ; befides Schluter, who was no way infe-
rior to thiem in'merit, and whofe fine carvings
heightened ' the beauty of their archite&ure.
Bottmade thefine gate of Wefel, and gave
the defigns of : the ‘palace, ‘and of the arfes
nal of Berlin. 1Heo buile likewife 1the poft-
houfe,. at the corner of the great bridge 5 and
the beautifulportico of the ‘caftle of Potzdam,
whofe ‘merit is well ‘known to ' the lovers
of architeCture. . Lofander ' built «the new
wing of the palaceiofi Konigibérg; and -the
mint,! which' was ‘afterwards ‘pulled 'down,
Schluter decorated the arfenal 'with thofe tro=
phies, which are fo greatly admired by
connoiffcurs ; and it “was he that caft the
cqueftrian flatue of ‘the great eleCtor, which
pafles for a mafter-piece. ‘The king embellith-
«ed the city of Berlin with the church of thé

cloyfter,
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cloyfter, with arches, and fome other edifices.
He adorned alfo the pleafure-houfes of Orange-
bourg, Potzdam, and Charlottenburg, with

all manner of improvements and decoraticns.
THE polite arts, which are generally the
froits of abundance, began now to flourifh.
The academy. of paintirg was founded, of
which Pefne, Mayer, Widdeman, and Leige-
ber were the firft profeflors; however we have
not had one painter of reputation from their
fchool. But the moft remarkable event, and that
which more nearly relates to the progrefs of the
bumanunderftanding, was the foundation of the
royal academy of fciences in 1700. The
queen Sophia Charlotte contributed chicfly to
this eftablithbment, This princefs had a great
genius, with a large thare of learning: fhe did
not think it beneath the dignity of a quecen,
tofhew her regard for a philofopher. It is plain,
that the philofopher I am fpeaking of, was
Leibnitz; and as thofe whom heaven has fa~
voured with a particular dignity of mind, are
capable of raifing themf{elves upon a level with
fovereigns, fhe entered into an intimate ac-
quaintance with Leibnitz ; and propofed him
" as the enly perfon capable of laying the foun-
dation of this new academy. Leibnitz, who,
if
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if I may be allowed the expreflion, had more
than one foul, was worthy of prefiding in an
academy, which, in cafe of need, he alone might
have reprefented. He eftablifhed four clafles,
one for natural philofophy and phyfic, the
fecond for the mathematics, the third for the
language and antiquities of Germany, and
the laft for the oriental languages and antiqui-
ties. The moft celebrated members of our
academy, were Meflrs. Bafhage, Bernouilli,
La Croze, Guillelmini, Hartzoker, Herman,
Kirch, Romer, Sturmer, Varignon, des Vig-
noles, Werenfels, and Wolff. After them
appeared Meflrs. de Beaufobre, and Lenfant,
whofe pens would have done honour .to the
ages of Auguftus and Lewis XIV.

OrtHo of Guericke flourithed alfo at Mag-
deburg : it is to him we are indebted for the
invention of the dir~pump; and luckily he has
rendered his philofophical and fruitful genius
hereditary to his defcendants.

THE univerfities were in a flourithing con-
dition at the fame time : Halle and Franckfort
were provided with learned profeflors. Tho-
mafius, Gundling, Ludewig, Wolff, and
Strick were in the firft rank of fame, and had
a.vaflt number of pupils. Wolff wrote a
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comment on. Leibnitz’s ingenious fyftem of
the Monads, and drowned a few problems
which: Leibnitz - had : thrown ' out' as ‘a bait to-
the metaphyficians, in-a deluge of words, ar-
guments, ¢ corollaries, ' and citations. / The
profeflor ‘of ‘Halle took an: immenfe deal of
pains to write-a ‘large number of ‘volumes,
which inftead of being adopted to the in-
firudtion’ of adult "people, ferved only as a
diale&@ic catechifin for~' children.. ‘The:
Monades- fet the' metaphyficians’ and geo-
metricians .of ‘Germany at:variance, and they
ftill go on. difputing on the divifibility- of
matter.

THE king founded:-at: the fame “time anv
academy at Berlin, for:young men of family, on
the fame plan-as that'of Luneville’s butunhap-
pily: foriour country it did mot laft long:

‘T urs century-produced not one good hifto-
rian.  Teiflier was ‘employed to write the
hiftory of Brandenburg, and inftéad of a hif~
tory, - he:wrote @ panegyrice Puffendorff:wrote
thelife of Frederick-William; and being deter-
mined to omit no circumftanceat all, he forgot
neither his clerks. of thie chancery; nor his va=
lets de chambre. | But our authors, T thinky
ar¢ generally found fault withofor« making no

di-
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diftin&ion between things that are 'effential,
and fuch as are only circumflantial; for
leaving faéls in obfeurity, while. they pre-
tend to  difembroil them 5 and ~for not
thortening  their trailing: profe, which' is ex=
ceflively fubject:to tranfpofitions and numerous
epithets. !

In this great fecarcity of profe writers,
Brandenburg had one good: poet. This was
Monf. de Canitz, who made an excellent
tranflation of fome of Boileau’s epiftles, and
publithed verfes in #mitation of Horace, with
fome original pieces. Canitz is the Pope of
Germany, the moft elegant, the moft corre&,
and the leaft diffufed poet that ever wrote in
our language. In Germany cven the poets
are generally infeted with pedantry; the lan-
guage of the gods is proftituted by the
mouth of fome. regent of a paltry college, or
by a debauched ftudent 5 and thofe whom we
call gentlemen, are eitber too lazy, or too
proud, to touch Horace’s lyre;, or Virgil’s
trumpet. . M, de Canitz, tho’ of a:very good
family, did not think that wit and poetical
merit were any. derogation to his birth. He
cultivated = this talent, as we have ;already
ebferved, with great fuccefs ; he had an em+

ployment
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ployment at court; and, from converfing
with good company, he learnt that politenefs
and amenity, which are fo pleafing in his ftyle.
T HE German theatre was worth little notice ;

what they call tragedy, is 2 monftrous mixture
of bombaft and buffoonery. The dramatic wri-
ters were unacquainted, cven with the com-
mon rules of the theatre ; and their comedy was
ftill more wretched. It was a kind of low farce,
contrary to all tafte, politenefs; and morality.
The queen maintained an Italian opera, the
compofer of which was the famous Bononcini 3
from that timewe havehad good muficians. There
wasa company of French players at court, by
whom the admirable compofitions of the Mo-
lieres, the Corneilles, and the Racines, were fre-
quently reprefented.  The tafte of the French
theatre made its way into Germany, together.
with the fathions of that nation, Europe, being
ftruck with the charaQer of grandeur, which
Lewis X1V. difplayed inall his a®ions, with the
politenefs which reigned in his court, and with
the great men, who were an ornament to his
reign, wanted to imitate France, as well as to
admire her. People from all parts of Germany
vifited this country ; and a young gentleman
was taken for a fool, if he had not been fome *

3 time
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time at the court of Verfuilles.” The French
tafte regulated our kitchens, our furniture,
our drefs, and every other kind of trifle, which
is fubjeét to the tyrannical fway of fafhion.
This paffion, carried to excefs, degenerated
into phrenzy ; the women, who often run
upon extremes, pufhed it to a degree of extra-
vagance *.

THE court did not give into the foreign
modes fo much as the town ; their time was
taken up with the decorations of magnificence
and ceremony, which were carried to the
greateft excefs. The king inftituted the order

* Tux mother of Canitz the poet, having exhaufted
all the new fathions of France, in order to outdo the la-
dies of Berlin, commiffioned a merchant to bring her a
hufband from France, who fhould be young, handfome,
robuit, polite, witty, and of a good family, imagining
that this Rind of merchandize was as common, as wo-
men's dreffing toys in a thop. The merchant, who was
quite unpra&ifed in this kind of trade, executed his com-
miflion as well as he could.  Atlength his correfpondents
found out a perfon, whom they thought fit for bis pur~
pole ; this was a man of fifty years of age, his name
was M. de Brinboc, of a wedk conftitution, and very
fickly, He came to Berlin; madam de Canitz faw
him, was flartled, and married him. It was lucky for
the Pruffians, that this marriage turned out to the diffa-
tisfaétion of the lady, otherwife Lier example would have
been followed. Our beauties would all have falien into
the hands of Frenchmen, and thofe of our fex at Berlin
would have been obliged, like the Romans, to carry off
the Sabine women from thie neighbourhood,

L of
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of the black edgle, as well to have fuch a thing
as an order, like every other king, as to give
“himfelf upon this occafion - the pleafure of a
feftival, which greatly refembled a mafque-
rade, This prince, who had erected an aca-
demy out of complaifance to his_wife, main-
tained buffoons to pleafe himfelf. The court
of the queen Sophia-Charlotte was guite fepa-
rate from his. It was a temple, in which the
facred fire of the veftals was preferved ; it was
theazylumof learning, and thefeat of politenefs.
‘This_ virtuous princefs was fo much the .more
regretted, as the * lady who fucceeded  her,
gave herfelf up intirely to the direction of bi-
‘gots, and fpent her days with hypocrites ; a
wretched race, who even bring.virtue into
difrepute, by fan&tifying vice under a virtuous
appearance. At length the adepts appeared at
court; and an Italian, whofe name was Cata-
neo, affured the king, that he had the fecret of
making gold. "This fellow fpent a great deal of
this metal, but madenone; and the king was
revenged for bis credulity upon the wretchj; for
e ordered him to be hanged.

# The pfincefs of Mecklenburg, who afterwards fell
“anad,
THEe
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Tur ftate underwent almoft an intire
change, as to its outward form, under Fre-
derick-William in’ 1713. Numbers. of cour-
tiers were difmifled, and the great penfions
were reduced. Many ‘who had kept their
coaches, now walked on foot: which madé
peoplefay, that the king had reftored the lamé
to the ufe of their linibs, Under Frederick T.
Berlin was the Athens of the North; undet
Frederick-William it was become the Sparta,
It wasnow a military government ; the army
was increafed ; and, in the heat of the firft
levies, fome artifans were ptefled into the fer-
vice, which ftruck fuch a terror into a great
many others, that they faved themfelves by
flight. This unforefeen accident did a' vaft
deal of harm to our manufaltures.

THE king foon remedied thefe abufes, and
applied himfelf with a particular attention to
the re-eftablithment and progrefs of induftry.
He publifhed a’ fevere edict, prohibiting the
exportation of our wool ; aiid he built the Lat
gerhaus in 1714, which is a kind of ware-
houle, from whence wool is deliverad out to
poor manufacturers, which they pay for after
they have woven it. Qur cloths found a furé
Lle from the confumption made by the'army,
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which was new cloathed every year. This
confumption extended afterwards to foreigners ;
for a Ruffian company was eftablifhed in 1725,
and our merchants furnithed cloth for the
whole Ruffian army. But the Englith fent
their guineas into Mufcovy, which were foon
followed by.their cloth; fo that there was an
end of that trade. Our manufa&ures indeed
fuffered by this in the beginning, but we foon
found other markets. The manufalturers had
not wool enough of their own, and the people
of Mecklenburg were permitted to fell us theirs,
Thus, as carly as 1733, our manufaltures
were in fo flourifhing a condition, that we ex-
ported 44,000 pieces of cloth, of 24 yards
each,

Berrin was like the magaz?ne of Mars,
Every artift that can be employed in the fervice
of an army, was fure to thrive, and their ware
was fought for all over Germany. At Berlin
we fet up powder-mills, at Spandaw fword-
cutlers, at Potzdam gun{miths ; and at- Necu-
ftadt tradefmen, who worked in iron and cop-
per. v .
Taue king granted privileges and rewards to
thofe who would undertake to build in any
part of his dominions. He added the ward of

Frederick~



(245 )

Frederick-ftadt to his capital, and filled that
part with houfes, which had been covered
before with the old ramparts. He founded, as
it were, and peopled * the town of Potzdam;
and all this while he did not ere&t the leaft
building for himfelf, but every thing for his
fubjecs. The archite@ure of his reign is ge-
nerally infe&ed with the Dutch tafte ; and we
could have wifhed, that the great fums which
this prince laid out in buildings, had been di~
re&ed by abler architefts. He had the fate of
al founders of cities, who are generally taken
up with the folidity of their defigns, and neg-
leét what, with the fame expence, might add
to their imbellifhment.

ArTer Berlin was inlarged, it was fub-
jected to a new civil regulation in 1734, upon
the fame footing, very near, as that of Paris.
Officers of the police were eftablithed almoft in:
every ward of the town ; hackney coaches were
fet up at the fame time; the city was dif-
incumbered of thofe lazy wretches, who get
their bread by importunity ; and thofe unhap-
py obju&s of our diflike and compaffion, to

* At that time there were hardly 400 inhabitants in the
town, whereas at prefent there are upwards of 20,000,

L3 whom



(246 )
whom nature has been 2 kind of a ftep-mother,
‘found an azylum.in the public hofpitals. . .

Waisk all thefe changes were making,.
luxury, magpnificence,” and pleafures difappear-
red s thefirit of (Jecoflomy' was introduced a-:
mong people of all conditions, the rich as well
asthepoor. Under the preceding reigns, a great:
many of the nobility {old their lands to buy
laced cloaths, but now this abufe was put an
end to. In mofk of the Pruffian dominions,
the gentlemen ought to be very- good cecono~
mifts, to beable to maintain their families,
becaufe there is no fuch thing among tliem as
the right of primogeniture. = And as the fathers
of families may have many children to fettle in
the world, ceconomy alone can enable them to
make a decent previfion far thofe; who after’
theirdeceafe will- divide their family into-differ-
ent branches. :

Ta1s diminution of peblic expence, did not
hinder a great many artifans. from perfeQing
themfelves. in their feveral trades. Our coach-
es, gold laces, velvets, and goldimith’s ware,
were fpread all over Germany.

BuT the mifchief was, that while fuch ufe-
ful and excellent regulations were making in
the manufadtures, there was a total decline

' in
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in the academy of (ciences, the univerfities,
the liberal arts, and commerce.

T HE places that became vacant in the aca-
demy, were filled without any manner of
judgment. And- the public, thro’ a fingular
depravation of tafte, affefled a contempt
for a fociety of fo illuftsious an original,
whofe labours tended as much to the honour
of the nation, as to the improvement of the
human underftanding. While this whole bo-
dy wasfallen into a lethargy, medicineand chy-
miftry maintained their ground. Pott, Mar-
graffy and Eiler, compounded and diffolved:
matter, improving the world with their dif-
coveries ; and the anatomifts obtained a hall
for their public diffe&ions, which became
an excellent fchool of chirurgery.

THE profeflorfhips in the univerfities were
filled by favour and intrigue. ‘The bigots,
who put their nofes every where, obtained a.
fhare in the dire&ion of the univerfities, where
they raifed a perfecution againft good fenfe,
efpecially in philofophy. - Wolfius was banifh-
ed for giving an admirable chain of the proofs
of the exiftence of a God. The young no-
bility, who were defigned for the army,
thought it a debafement to apply themfelves
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to ftudy s and as the human mind generally
runs into extremes, they looked upon igno-
rance as a title of merit,” and learning as ridi-"
culous pedantry.

- THE fame caufe made the liberal arts de-
cline. The academy of painting was now no
more. Pefne, who had been the dire@or of
it, left off hiftory-painting to apply himfelf
to portraits ; joyners turned fculptors, and mz-
fons archite@s. A chymift whofe name was
Bottcher, went from Berlin to Drefden, and
gave the king of Poland the fecret for a kind
of porcellane, which furpafes that of China,
both for the elegance of the figures, and the
finenefs of the diapering.

* QUR commerce was not yet fet on foot s
the government checked it, by following
principles direétly oppofite to its progrefs. But
we muft not conclude from thence, that the
nation wanted a genius for trade. The Ve-
netians and the Genoefe were the firft who
applied themfelves to it ; the difcovery of the
compafs transferred it to the Portuguefe and
Spaniards ; it fhifted afterwards to England
and Holland ; the French followed it the laft,
but foon recovered by their diligence what
they had negleQed through ignorance. If the

] { inha-
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inhabitants of Dantzick, Hamburg, and Lu-
beck, aswell as the Danes, and the Swedes, en-~
rich themfelves every day by navigation, why
fhould not the Pruffians do the fame? All
men become quick-fighted, when the road to
fortune is opened to them ; but they muft be
animated by - example, excited by emulation,
and . encouraged by the fovereign. The
French have been flow, and we are fo at

prefent ; perhaps our hour is not yet come.
ProrrEe were lefs attentive at that time to
the increafe of commerce, than to the re-
du&tion of ufelefs expences. Mournings had
been formerly deftrutive to families. They
ufed to give entertainmens at burials; and
even the funeral pomp was expenfive. All
thofe cuftoms were abolifhed ; neither houfes
nor chariots were hung with black; nor did
they even fo much as give black liveries; fo
thatever fince thattime people have died cheap.
‘Tnuis military government influenced the
manners of the inhabitants, and even regu-
lated their faihions. The public affe&-
ed to afflume a fowr air; through all the
Pruffian territories no one had above three
yards of cloth in his coat, or lefs than twe
yards of a fword hanging by his fide. The
Ls women
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women fhunned: the company of men, and
the men: taok their revenge of them by drink-
ing, fmoaking auad buffoonry. In fhort, our
manners bad ne longer any refemblance cither

to thofe of our aneeftors, or of our neighbouss 3
we were.originals; and bad the bonour of being,
wretelredly, copied by fome of the petty princes
of Germany..

- Towarps the latter end of this reign,
there happened to come to Betlin * 2 man of
20 uplucky turn of: mind, of obfcure birth,
but extremely cuoning, He was akind of am
adept, that made gold for the fovereign, atthe
expeoce of his fubjefls. His artifices fucceed~
ed for a while, but;as knavery. is generally
di‘covered one:time or other, his leger-demain
was found out, and - his- wretched fcience re-
tumed  into. the- obfeurity from. whence. it
came. !

. SucH were the manners of Brandenburg
vnder all its different governments.  The ge-
niug of the nation, lay. concealed:during a ling
ferigs of barbarous ages ; in raifed its.head from
time to time,: but foon funk under the weight
of ignorance antt .bad tafte; and, when fome
hucky circumftances feemed to favour: its pro-

* Eckert,
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grefs, a war broke out, whofe unhappy cone
fequences deftroyed the ftate. - We have feen
this ftate rife out of its afhes; we have feen
by what new efforts the nation was civilized 3
and if this great fire has thrown out only a
few fparkles, a fmall matter is wanting to
make it blaze. As feeds require a particular
foil to fpread and- unfold themfelves, in like
manner nations have need of a concurrence of
lucky circumftancgs, to raife them out of their
lethargy, and to give them: as it were, a new
life.

AvrL governments have had a particular feries
of events to run through, before they have been
able to arrive at their higheft degree of per-
feQion. . Mouoarchies arrive at it by flower de<
grees than republics, nor do they preferve it fo
long ; and'if it be true'that the moft perfeft
form of government is that of a kingdom well
adminiftered ; it is no lefs true, that republics
attain fooner to the end propofed by their in<
fticution, and preferve themfelves in it longer,
Becaufe good’ kings are fubjet to death, but
wife laws are immortal.

SparTA and Rome, cities defigned for mis
litary atchievements, produced, one the in-
vincible phalanx, -and the other thofe legions
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which fubdued half the known world, Sparta
gave birth to the moft famous generals ; and
Rome became z nurfery of heroes. Athens
having had more pacific laws from Solon,
was the femmary of arts. Fo what a degree of
perfeflion did net her poets, orators, and
hittorians arrive 2 This afylam of the fciences
was preferved till the intire ruin of Attica.
The foundation of the republics of Carthage,
Venice, and Holland, wzs connefted with
commerce ; - this they conftantly purfued and
maintained, as the principle of their grandeury
and the fupport cf their ftate. .

LET us continue this inquiry a little longer.
To touch the fundamental laws of the repub-
lic, is intirely fubverting them, becaufe the
wifdom of the legiflators has formed a whole,
with which the different parts of the govern-
ment are effentially connefled. To reje&t
fome, is deftrcying the reft, by a concatena-
tion of confequences which unites them toge-
ther, and forms a regular and compleat fyftem.

In monarchies, the form of government has
no other bafis than the abfolute will of a fo-
vereign : thelaws, the army, trade, induttry,
and every other part of the itate, are fubjed
to the caprice of a fingle man, whofe fuccef-

fors
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fors hardly ever refemble each other. Hence
it generally follows, that at the acceffion of a
new prince, the flate is governed by new prin-
ciples; and this is what hurts this form of
government. There is a proportion between
the end propofed by republics, and the means
they ufe to attain it; which is the reafon
that they hardly ever mifs it. In monarchies
a lazy prince fucceeds an ambitious one ; after
him comes a bigot ; after him a warrior ; after
bim a fcholar; after him an epicure or a de-
bauchee ; and while this moveable ftage of
fortune exhibits inceffantly new fcenes, the
genius of the nation diverted by a variety of
obje&s, has not time to fix itfelf. It is ne-
ceflary, therefore, in monarchies, that thofe
inftitutions which are to bid defiance to the
viciffitude of time, fhould be fo deeply rooted
as to be incapable of being deftroyed, with-
out fhaking at the fame time the foundation
of the throne.

BuT frailty and inftability are infeparably
conneéted with the works of man. The re=
volutions of monarchies and republics, have
their origin in the immutable laws of nature.
It is neceffary that the human paflions fhould
ferve as fprings for the continual fhifting of

new
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new decorations, which the audacious fury of
fome carries off, and the weaknefs of
others is incapable of defending; that un-
bridled ambition fhould fubvert republics, and
that artifice"fhould triumph fométimes over
fimplicity. Were it not for thefe great fhocks
we are fpeaking of, the univerfe' would conti-
nve always the fame, and there would be no
equality in the fate of nations. Some would
be always civilized and happy,. and others zl-
ways barbarous and’ unfortunate.

W E have feen monarchies rife and fall, and
people once rude and unpolifhed, be-
come civilized, znd-a model to other nations.
May we not conclude, that thefe nations have
a- revolution fimilar to that of the planets,
which in the opinion of fome aftrononiers, af-
ter having in ten thoufand -years run through
the whole fpace’ of the' heavens, find them-
felves at length at the very place from whence
they fet out ?

Qur bright days  will th=refore come, like
thofe of other nations; and our.expetations
are fo much the better grounded, as we have
peid tribute: “to -barbarifm -fomg!: ages Jonger
than the people of ‘the: fouth.

. TrEsR
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TuEsE precious ages are eafily known by
the number of great men in every branch,
who flourith 2ll at the fame time. Happy
thofe princes who come into the world under
fuch favourable conjunctures! Virtues, abili-
ties, " and genius impel them, by the fame .
law of motion, to the nobleft undertakings.







OF

SUPERSTITION

AND

RELIGION.

Divide this piece concerning fuperftition
I and religion into three parts; and for the

fake of perfpicuity and order, I fhall re-
prefent religion under paganifm, popery, and
the reformation.

ArTICLE L

Of Religion under Paganifin.

BranDENBURG followed the worthip of
the different people who inhabited this coun-
try. The Teutons, its moft ancient inhabi-
tants, adored a God, called Tuifto. Cefar
fays, that this is the Dis pater ingendered by
the earth, and that he had a fon called
man,

¢ ; THE
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Tue worfhip paid by the Germans to their
Gods, was proportioned to their favage rude-
nefs and fimplicity. They affembled in the
facred woods, fung hymns in honour of their
idols, and facrificed even human vi&ims to
them.

Every province had its particular God ;
the Vandals had one, called Triglaff. There
was one alfo found at Harlungcrberg in the
neighbourhood of Brandenburg, which had
three heads, to fignify * that he reigned in
heaven, upon earth, and in hell ;. in all proba-
" bility this was the Pagan trinity. Tacitus re-
lates, that the Germans had a certain number
of white horfes, which they believed to be ini-
tiated into the myfteries of their Gods; and that
they kept ablack horfe for the goddefs Trigla,
which pafled for the interpreter of her will,
Thefe people paid worfhip 2lfo to ferpents,
and infli€ted capital punifbments on thofe who
killed them +.

- In the fifth- century the Vandals abandoned

their own country, and over-run France,
Spain, and even Africa 1. ~The Saxons who
# Valentia Eichftadt.

4 Alaus Arentzir;
} Orofius and Gregory of Tours,
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were coming back from England,. made a def-
cent at the mouth of the Elbe, and took pof-
feffion of all that country which lies between
the Elbe, the Spree, and the Oder, which the-
riatives had abandoned.  Their Gods and their
religion became thofe of Brandenburg, = The
chief of their-idols was called Irmanfaul, which
fignifies the pillar of Irman. The learned.
etymologifts of Germany. have taken care to
derive the-word. Irman from . Hermes, which
is the fame as.the Mercury of the Greeks.
Traose. whoare verfed in German litera-
ture, all know. that ’tis a general fancy ameng;
the learned of this nation, to find out relations:
between the deities of Germany, and thofe of
the-Egyptians, Greeks and Romans. . Itisan
unhappy, but certain truth, that error and fu-
perftition are the portion of humanity. All
mations have had the {fame inclination to idola-
try, and as they have all been a&tuated by
very near the fame paflions, the effefls have
anfwered accordingly.  Fear gave birth to cre-
dulity, and felf-love foon made heaven con--
cernitfelfin the fate of mankind. Hence arofe
all thofe different forms of worfhip, which,
properly fpeaking, were no more than fubmif-
fions modified in a hundred extravagant forms,
to
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to appeale the wrath of heaven, whofe refent-
ment they dreaded. Human reafon, altered
and debafed by the apprehenfion of an infinite
variety of evils, knew not whom to fly to for
fhelter. And, as people who are fick, ‘try
every kind of medicine, however filly and ri-
diculous, in hopes to find a cure at laft; fo
mankind, in their blindnefs, fuppofed a divine
effence, and a falutary virtue, in the various
obje@s of nature, from the higheft to the low-
eft. Every thing wasadored ; incenfe was of-
fered to mufhrooms, altars were erefted to
crocodiles ; temples were built, and ™ priefts
appointed, for the worfhip of ftatues made in
honour of thofe great men, who were the ear-
lieft governors of nations; and whenever 2
country laboured under any general afliion,
the fuperftition was doubled. The learned of
Germany have reafon tofay in this fenfe; that
fuperftition is the fame in all countries ; tho’ it
be in general a confequence of credulity, yet
it fhews itfelf under different forms, which are
infinitely varied, and proportioned to the ge-
‘nius of nations. I can hardly think, that the
ingenious fables of the Greeks, that their dei-
ties, Minerva, Venus, and Apollo, were

known in this country at the time of paganifm.
- But
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But our profound etymologifts are not puzzled
with fucha trifle 5 they think to ennoble their
mythology, by giving Greek or Roman origi-
nals to their gods; as if the name of thofe peo-
ple was capable of rendering idolatry more ve-
nerable, or the extravagace of the Greeks was
preferable to that of the Germans.

IrRMANSAUL was not the only god.of the
Saxans. The following infcription was found
under one of their idols. [ was once duke of the
Saxons, but now I ambeceme a god. Angelus
maintains, that they worfhipped the fun, un-
der the form of a radiant head ; and that this
idol gave its name to the town of Sonnenburg,
where it was ere€ted. The fame author pre-
tends, that they adored Venus, reprefented
half naked, with the left nipple pierced by an
arrow; and furrounded by three graces, of
a fmaller fize than herfelf: Thofe people
called ker Magda ; that is, maid ; and Ange-
lus affirms, that fhe gave her name.to Magde-
burg, where fhe had her altars.  * The ruins
of her temple were flill to be feen in this city,
before it was facked by Tilly. But what ap-
pears moft remarkable in the worlbip paid by
.the Saxons to this deity, were the games which

# Annals of Magdeburg,
they
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they celebrated in honour of her. * Thefe con-
fited of tournaments given by the young peo-
ple of neighbouring villages. They depofited
a fum of money in the hands of the judges, for
a portion to a young woman, who was to be
‘given in marriage to the perfon who had
won her at the tilting. The annals of Mag-
deburg make mention, that thefc games
were ftill fubfifting, as the relics of paganifm,
in the years 1279 and 1387.

Luxury was introduced into religion, upon
the increafe of riches, Formerly the people
thought it improper to place their gods in tem=
ples built by human hands, for which reafon
they worfhipped them in facred groves; but,
in proportion as they grew civilized, their gods
came to livein towns *. = And yet the ancient
cuftom was not intirely abolifhed s for we
find, that Charlemain forbad the Saxons to
wotfhip oaks, or to water them witlr the b]ood
of vi&tims.

THE pricfts * of thofe days were more artful
and cunning than the common people. 'Befides
their priefthood, they had three other forts of
quacks-tricks ; they invented oracles, and
they dabbled in aftrology and phyfic.: Somuch

# Linderbrock,
+ Freinfhemius and Schmidt,

2 craft
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craft was more than fufficient to impofe upon
the ignorant vulgar.  Hence it was very
dificult to extirpate a wreligion, fapport-
ed by fuch a multitude of fuperftitions.
All Germany was ftill :attached to the wor:
thip of idols, when Charlemain, and after him
Henry the Fowler, undertook to convert thefe
people.  After feveral ufclefs “efforts, they
fucceeded only by drowning idolatry'in tors
rents of human blood. -

ArTiIcLE IL

Converfion of the People to Chriffianity,
and the State of the Catholic Religiont
1t Brandenburg.

ITis a folly common to all nations, to il
Iuftrate the nobility of their laws, cuftoms,
and religion, by the antiquity of their origi-
nal.  The Germans, not content with ftealing
their Gods from “the Greeks, pretended alfo
to have received chriftianity -as early as any
other nation in Europe. They have found
in 8. Jerome fome pafloge or another, which
fays, as Staphonius and Smitius pretendy that
the 2pofile Thomas came to preach the gofpel

in
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in the north of Germany. If he preached
any thing, it was incredulity; for they
continued Pagans a long time after.

LeT people fay what they will, there is
not the leaft veftige of chriftianity to be found
in Brandenburg before the time of Charle-
main *. This emperor after feveral vitories
obtained over the Saxons and Brandenburghers,
came and pitched his camp at Wormer-
ftedt +, in the neighbourhood of Magde-
burg, and granted peace to thofe provinces
which he had fubdued, wpon condition that
they would confent to chridtianity.

THE impoflibility of withftanding fo for-
midable an enemy, and the fear of menaces,
induced thefe people to fubmit to baptifin,
which they received in the emperor’s camp ;
but as foon as the danger was over, and the
emperor was removed to fome diftance from
the neighbourhood, together with his army,
they all returned again to their old flate of
idolatry.

T'uE emperor Henry the Fowler triumphed
afterwards in 928, like Charlemain, over

the inhabitants of the banks of the Elbe, and
] * a the eighth century,

+ Henry Meibomius.
she
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the Oder 3 and after a vaft deal of blood-fhed,
thofe people were fubdued and converted.
‘The Chriftians out of their great zeal demo-
lithed the Pagan idols, infomuch, that there
are fcarce any remains of them now extant;
the empty niches of thofe idols were filled
with faints of every kind, and new errors
fucceeded to thofe of antiquity.

TraT age which Leo X. made for ever
memorable in ltaly, by reviving the polite
arts and fciences, which had been a long time
buried in ignorance and depravation of tafte
that age, I fay, was not fo favourable to the
nations on this fide of the Alps. Germany
was fHll in the darkeft ignorante, and
groaned under a barbarous kind of govern-
ment. There was neither morality, nor
learning ; and human reafon deprived of the
light of philofophy was buried in its ftupidity.
The converters, and the new profelytes, be-
ing ‘in the fame fituation in regard to thofe
articles,” had no reproach to 'make to each
other.

* Towarps the year 946, the emperor
Otho founded the bifhopric of Havelberg, and
not long atter that of 4 Brandenburg. He

* Angelus, 1 gbo.
M thought
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thought, very likely, to raife by this meansa
kind of dike againft the inundation of idola-
try, to which thofe people were prone; in the'
fame manner as princes build citadels in towns
newly conquered, to check the infolence and

mutinous difpofition of the inhabitants.
BRANDENBURG being at length converted
to chriftianity, fell into the very excefs of falfe
zeal ; it made itfelf tributary at the fame time
to the pope, to the emperor, and to the mar-
grave its governor. The people foon repent-
ed their folly, and regretted thofe idols which
were vifible obje€ts of worthip, and lefs bur-
thenfome to them than the yearly tributes
which they paid to the pope, whom they ne-
ver faw, The love of liberty, the force of
jnveterate prejudices, and the profpe@
of their own intereft, led them back to
their falfe gods. Miftevoyus, king of the
Vandals, put himfelf at the head of the
Pagan party, and refored the ancient wor-
thip, after driving the Margrave Thierry out
of Brandenburg. It was by force of arms,
that chriftianity was re-eftablithed for the third
time in this country. Then it was, that the
catholic religion appeared in full triumph,
without any manner of confiraint, and was
followed
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followed by a long train of fcandalous ex-
cefles. The bithops were ignorant, cruel,
and ambitious ; and inftead of preaching peace
by their example, they delighted in war, for
rhey bore arms in perfon againft the margraves,
and their other neighbours, plundering and
ravaging the country, committing the greateft
of violences, a&ing even the part of incendi-
aries, and arrogating to themfelves -(notwith-
ftanding a life thus fullied with crimes) an ab-
folute power over the confciences of the people.

So common were thofe diforders, that hif~
tory abounds with examples of them ; but I
thall relate only two *. In 1278 Gunter
archbithop of Brandenburg; waged war againft
the eletor Otho, furnamed Sagittarius, took
him prifoner, and obliged him to pay the fum of
7000 filver marks for his ranfom. In 1391,
the archbifhop Albert, who went always arm-
ed, feized on the perfon of the lord of Bre-
dow, who was governor general of the Marck ;
took the town of Rathenaw, and made incur-
fions along the Havel, with a firebrand in
one hand, and a fword in the other, fpreading
terfor and defolation wherever he approached.

* Lockelivs,
M2z THE
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TrEe grofs ignorance, into which thofe
people were funk in the 13th century, was a
foil in which fuperftition muft neceflurily
thrive. In fa@, there was no want of mira-
cles, nor of any other kind of tricks, capable
of eftablifbing the authority of the priefts.

LockEL1uUs very gravely relates, that prince
Otho having been excommunicated by Luit-
pold archbithop of Brandenburg on fome fri-
volous account, he laughed at the ecclefiaftic
cenfures ; but that he was greatly furprized,
when he found that his dogs, though almoft
ftarved with hunger, would eat no vittuals
that came from his table; which brought him
to his right way of thinking. Thefe dogs
were doubtlefs very good catholics, but un-
luckily the breed is loft.

AT that time the miraculous images of the
virgin Mary, and of the other faints, as well as
their numerous relics, had a very extraordi--
pary virtue *. Among the reft the blood of
Belitz was vaftly in vogue. The ftory is this.
A woman of that town who kept 2 public
houfe, ftole a confecrated hoft, and buried it
under a barrel in her cellar, hoping by this
means to have better cuftom for her beer.

¥ Annals of Brandenbyrgs

But
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But being touched with remorfe (for publi-
cans have a very tender confcience) the owned
her crime in public to the curate, who came
in proceffion with all his pontifical train to
dig up the hoft. In thrufting the fhovel inte
the ground, they faw fome blood gufh out,
and every body immediately cried out, a mi-
racles The impofture was too palpable; for
it was known, that this was fome of the blood of
an ox, which had been fpilt there by the woman
of the houfe. Thefe miracles made a great
impreflion upon the minds of the people;
but this would not fatisfy the clergy *, The
court of Rome being ever more attentive to
extend her dominion under the colour of reli-
gion, neglefted no method that could be con~
ducive to that end. In the 13th century moft
of the religious orders were founded. The
pope eftablithed as many as he could of them
in Germany, and particularly in the country
of Brandenburg, under the pretence of fixing
by this means the minds of the people in the
profeffion of chriftianity.. The hypoeondriac,
the lazy, and all thofe who had incurred thame
or difgrace in the world, retired into thofe:
facred afylums, where they robbed the

* In 1270,
M3 flate
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ftate of its fubje&ls, by banithing them-
felves from fociety, and by renouncing the be-
nedi@tion which God gave to our firft pa-
rents. Thus they became a burthen to the
public, living only upon alms, or making un-
lawful acquifitions. And though thefe infti«
tutions  were contrary to the laws of fo-
ciety and good policy, yet the pope eftablith-
ed them over all Europe; and thus without
oppofition he raifed a powerful army of priefts,
at the expence of the feveral princes, and kept
large garrifons in countries over which he had
no fovereignty. But in thofe days the people
were brutifh, the princes weak, and the priefts
rode in triumph.

W HEN chriftianity was well eftablifhed, it
produced fanatics of every kind *. The
country of Brandenburg was affliCted with the
plague in 1351, and this was fufficient to
make fuperftition fly into its higheft extra-
vagance.  To appeafe the divine wrath, fome
Jews were baptized by force, and others
were burnt ; public proceffions were ordained ;
vows were made to miraculous images ; and
the imagination grown warm by fo many
fcolith and whimfical inventions, produced

* Cramer, Baronius, Lockelius,
the
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the order of the flagellants, © Thefe were
melancholy chriftians, who fcourged them-
felves with rods of wire in public proceffions.
But the pope himfelf was fhocked at thefe
horrid macerations, and condemned the order,
together with its abufes.

THE public devotions took afterwards a
milder turn, Pope John XXII. eftablifhed
offices of indulgences in the country of Bran-
denburg ; the Auflin friars traded in this com-
modity, and fent the money they raifed by
it to Rome. Miracles were at length grown
fo common *, that by the teftimony of fome
autliors, a fhower of red and white croffes is
faid to have fallen upon the people that paffed
along the ftreets, in the year 1500, Some
of thofe croffes were found in loaves of bread,
which was looked upon as the forerunner of
a general calamity.

At this very time when the priefts im-
pofed fo grofsly on the credulity of mankind ;
when they made ufe of religion only as a means
to enrich themfelves, when the clergy in ge-
neral led the moft fcandalous lives, a fimple
friar undertook to reform fo many abufes. By
his example, he reftored mankind to the ufe

¢ Lockelius, annals of Brandenburg,

M 4 of
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«of their reafon, which they had been de-
prived of for fo many sges; and the human un-
derftanding, encouraged by the recovery of its
liberty, fpread its inquiries on every fide. -

ArTicre IIL
Of Religion under the Reformation,

I suaLr not confider the reformation as a
divine or hiftorian ; the tenets of this réligion,
and the events which it gave rife to, are fo
well known, that there is no need to 'repeat
them. So great, and fo extraordinary a revo-
lution, which changed zlmoft the whole fyftem
of Europe, deferves to be examined in a phi-
lofophical Jight. :

THE catholic religion, which had been’
raifed on the ruins of that of the Jews, and of
the Pagans, had now fubfifted " during the
fpace of fifteen centuries; fhe had been humble’
and mild under perfecutions ; but grown fierce
after her eftablithment, fhe was for perfecuting
in her turn, All Chriftendom was fubjeét to
the pope, who was reckoned infallible; by
which means his power was more extended

than that of the moft abfolute ‘monarch. A
e pitiful
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pitiful ‘friar undertook to oppofe a power fo
well eftablithed, and of a fudden one half of
Europe fhook off the papal yoke.

As the feveral caufes, which produced this
great revolution, had fubfifted fong before it
happened, they prepared the minds of the people
for fo important an event. The Chriftian reli-
gion was degenerated to fuch a degree, that the
very characters of its inftitution were no longer
difcernible. Nathing could excel the original
fan&ity of its do€trine 3 but it was foon per-
verted, by the natural bias of mankind to cor-
ruption. Thus the pureft fources of good be-
came the caufe of all manner of mifchief. This
religion, which preached humility, charity, and
patience, was eftablithed by fire and fword.
The priefts, who ought to have been exam-
ples of poverty and fandlity, led the moft fcan-
dalous lives ; they acquiired immenfe riches,
which puffed them up with pride ; and fome
of them were become powerful princes. The
pope, who onvmnlly was fubjeét to the em-
perors, aflumed to himfelf the power of mak-
ing and depofing them ; he thundered out his
excommunications, laid whole kingdoms un=
der interdiéts, and carried things to fo enor-

M mous
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mous an excefs, that the world was obliged to
cry out for a reformation.

ReLicion changed, together with the
manners of the people; every age it loft fome-
thing of its patural fimplicity; and, by too
much paint, its features were no longer diftin-
guithable. ~ All that was fuperadded to it, was
the invention of men; and, like them, was
doomed to perifh. At the council of * Nice,
the divinity + of the Son was declared equal to
that of the Father ; and, by joining the Holy
Ghoft to thofe two perfons, they made the
Trinity, Priefts were forbidden to marry, by
the canons of the council of Toledot ; but
they did not comply with this_inftitution, till
the 13th century. Purgatory was invented in
the 6th century, and the council of Trent
made it an article of faith. The worlhip of
images was eftablithed by the fecond council of
Nice §, and tranfubftantiation by the council
of Trent **, The fchoolmen maintained the
infallibility of the pope, fince the quarrel be-

# In the year 321, "

1 Origin and S, Juftin were not of this opinion. The
latter fays in his dialogue, p, 316, that the fonis mot
near fo greatas the father,

1 Held in the year 400,

§ Heldin 781.

% 3645, :
fween
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tween the bifhops of Rome and Conftantino-
ple. Some melancholy men founded religious
orders, and confined to idle fpeculation a life,
which thould be fpent in action for the good
of fociety. Convents were multiplied without
number, and a great part of mankind were
buried and fequeftered from focicty. In fine,
all manner of tricks were invented to impofe
upon the credulity of the vulgar ; and forged
miracles were become almoft a common thing.
AND yet religion was not to expeét a refor-
mation, by changes arifing from fpeculative
confiderations. Among thofe who think, the
generality turn all their fagacity and penetra-
tion on the fide of intereft and ambition : there
are very few that combine abftralt ideas, and
much lefs, who refle& deeply on thofe impor*
tant matters; and the common people, the
moft refpeftable, moft numerous, and moft
unfortunate part of fociety, follow the im-
preflions which they receive from their leaders.
THis was not the cafe in refpet to’the ty-
rannical power, which the clergy exercifed
over the confciences of the people ; the priefts

ftripped them of their liberty and property.
THais flavery, which every day grew hea-
vier, had alseady occafioned great complaints.
The
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The moft dull, as well ‘as the moft ingeniout,
if they have but fenfibility, feel an injury done
them. All aim alike at their own welfare, and
if they fuffer for a while, their patience will be
tired out at Jaft.  Thus the oppreflion, under
which fo many nations groaned, would have
inevitably produced a reformation, even if the
Roman clergy themfelves, torn by inteftine
divifions, had not given the fignal of liberty,
by fetting up the ftandard of revolt againft the
pope. ‘TheVaudois, the Wiclefites, and the
Huflites, had already attempted to ftir; but
Luther and Calvin, who had equal boldnefs
with the former, and were born under more
favourable conjunéures, gave at length the fi-
nifhing ftroke to this great work.

Tae Auftin friars were in pofleflion of the
trade of indulgences; but the pope gave the
commiffion this time'to the Déminicans, which
occafioned a furious quarrel between the two
orders. ‘The Auftin-friars exclaimed againft
the pope ; and Luther, who was of their or-
der, attacked with great vigour the abufes of
the church. He boldly tore off part of the
veil of fuperdtition, ‘and became the head of 2
fe& ; and, as his doétrine {lripped the bifhops
of their beneficas, and the monafteries of their

riches,
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riches, princes. followed' this new reformer in
crowds. :

ReLiGroN then affumed a new form, and
drew near to its antient fimplicity. “This is
not a place to examine, whether it would not
have bcen better to have left morc pomp and’
external fhew, asit has a greater effe€t upon
the people, who are firuck only by fenfible ob-
je&@s. "It feems that a worhip, entirely fpi-
ritual, and fo naked as that of the proteftants,
is not defigned for dull heavy men, who are
incapable of rifing by thought to the admira-
tion of the fublimeft truths.

TaE reformation was of fervice to the
world, and efpecially to the progrefs of the
human under(tanding. The proteffants being
obliged to refle@ upon matters of faith, di-
vefted themfelves fuddenly of the prejudices of
education, and found themfelves at liberty to
make ufe of their reafon, that guide, which
is given to man to condué him, and which he
ought to follow; if ever, in the moft important
concerns of life.  The catholics finding them-
felves vigoroufly attacked, were obliged to
defend themfelves. The clergy began to ftudy,
and emerged from that fhameful ignorance, ir
which they had been almoft all buricd.

Iz



(278)

Ir there was but one religion in the world,
it would be proud and and defpotic ; the priefts
would be fo many tyrants, who while they ex-
ercifed their {everity towards the people, would
thew indulgence only to their own . crimes.
Faith, ambition and policy would enflave the
univerfe. Now, that there are a great many
fc&ts, none of them can deviate, without
havmg reafon to repent it, from the rules of
moderation. ‘The example of the reformation
is a bridle which hinders the pope from giving
loofe to his ambition ; and he has reafon to
apprehend the defertion of his members, if he
abufes his power. ‘Thus he is very fparing of
his excommunications, fince by a ftep of that
kind be loft Henry VIIL and the kingdom of
England. T he catholic and proteftant clergy,
who watch one another with an equal inclina-
tion to criticize, are both obliged to obferve,
at leaft, an external decorum. Thus there [s
an exact ballance between them. Happy, if the
fpirit of party, fanaticifm and folly, never hurry,
them again into thofe barbarous wars, which
fhould be eternally odious to all branches of
Chriftianity. Confidering religion merely in
a political light, it feems that proteftantifm is
better adapted both for republics and monar-

chies,
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chies. Tt agrees better with that fpirit of
liberty, which is effential to the former. For
in a government that ftands in need of mer-
chants, labourers, tradefmen, foldiers, and
in fhort, of a great multitude of fubjects forits
fupport, it is certain, that people who make a
vow againft the propagation of the human
fpecies, are pernicious to the ftate,

In monarchies, the proteftant religion de-
pends on no foreign power, but is intirely fub-
jedt to the government ; whereas the catholic
religion eftablithes . a fpiritval jurifdition, un-
limited in its power, and fruitful in plots and
artifices, - in the prince’s temporal dominions.
The priefts who have the diretion of con-
fciences, and have no other fuperior but the
pope, have a greater command over the people
than the fovereign that governs them ; and by
a peculiar artifice of confounding the interefts
of religion with human ambition, the popes
have often been at variance with princes on
fubjefts that are no way fubject to the jurif-
dition of the church.

1n the country of Brandenburg, and moft
of the provinces of Germany, the people were
all impatient under the yoke of the Roman
clergy.  This was too coftly a religion for fo

..poor
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poor a country. Purgatory, mafles for the
living and the dead, jubilees, firft fruits, in=
dulgences, venial and mortal fins, the chang-
ing of penances into pecuniary fines, matri-
monial caufes, vows and offerings, were fo
many impofts which the pope laid on credulity,
and brought him in as fure a revenue as Mex-
ico does to Spain. Thofe who paid them were
exhaufted and diffatisfied. There was no ne-
ceflity of ufing many arguments to difpofe
thofe people to receive the reformation : they
complained of the tyranny of the clergy ; a
man ftarted up who promifed to deliver them
from the oppreflion, and they all followed
him.

Joacumm Il was the firft eleCtor whoem-
braced the Lutheran religion 5 which he learnt
of his mother who was a princefs of Den-
mark. For the new doétrine had made its
way into Denmark before it was received in
Brandenburg.  His fubje@s foon followed his
example, and all Brandenburg turned protef-
tant. Matthew Jagow bithop of Brandenburg
adminiftred the facrament in both kinds in the
convent of black-friers.  This convent became
afterwards the cathedral of Berlin, Joa-

chim II. diftinguithed himfelf among the party,
3 not



( 281 )
not only by the controverfial letters which he
wrote to the king of Poland, but morcover
by the eloquent fpecches which he is faid to have
* made at the diet of Augfburg in favour of
the proteftants.

THE reformation could not abolifh all
the crrors of the antient religion : tho’ it had
opened the eyes of the people with re-
gard to an infinite number of fuperftitions,
yet it retained a great many others; fo
inconceivable is the propenfity of the hus
man mind to error. Luther did not believe
in purgatory, yet he admitted apparicions and
devils into his fyflem: he even maintained
that fatan had appeared to him at Wittem-
burg, and that he had exorcifed him by flinging
an ink-horn at his head. There was fcarce any
pation at that time, but was full of thofe pre-
judices. ~The court, and much more fo the
the people, were prepofleffed with a notion of
forcery, conjuring, apparitions and devils.
In 1523, two old women pafled thro’ the
ordeal of fire, to clear themfelves of the charge
of witcberaft. ‘The court had its aftrologer:
one of them foretold, at the birth of John
Sigifmund, that he would be a fortunate prince,

becaufe at that timie a new ftar was difco-
* Lockelius’s annaly of Brandenburg,
vered
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vered in the conftellation of Caffiapeia. But
the aftrologer did not foretell, that John
Sigifmund would turn Calvinift to pleafe the
Dutch, whofe affiftance was of great fervice
to him in afferting his rights to the dutchy of
Cleves. i
ArTeR Luther’s fchifm had divided the
church, the popes and emperors ufed every
kind of endeavour to bring about a re-union.
The divines of beth profeffions held confer-
ences, one while at Thorn, another time at
Augfburg.  Religious fubje&ts were debated
in all the diets of the empire, and yet every
attempt proved fruitlefs. At length a blocdy
and cruel war broke out, which was extin-
guifhed and renewed at different intervals,
It was often kindled by the ambition of the
“emperors, who wanted to opprefs the liberty
of the princes, and the confciences of the peo-
ple. But the jealoufy of France, and the
ambition of Guftavus Adolphus, king of Swe-
den, preferved Germany and religion from
the defpotic power of the houfe of Auftria,
Durine all thofe troubles, the ele€tors of
Brandenburg behaved with the greateft pru-
dence. They were dire@Ged by the princi-
ciples of lenity and moderation. Frederick-
William
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William having acquired catholic fubje&ts by
the treaty of Weftphalia, did not perfecute
them ; he even gave leave to fome Jewifh fa~
milics to fettie in his dominions, and permltted
them to build fynagogues.

Freperick L. fometimes fhut the catholic
churches, by way of reprifal for the perfe-
cutions which the proteftants fuffered under
the eleCtor palatine; but the catholics were
always re-inftated in the free exercife of their
religion,  The Calvinifts attempted to perfe-
cute the Lutherans in the country of Bran-
denburg.  The king being inclined to favour
the Calvinifts, embraced this opportunity to
eftablifh priefts of that fe& in villages which
had been always directed by Lutherans. This
plainly fthews, that religion does not deftroy
the paflions of mankind, and that priefts of
whatever religion, are always ready to opprefs
their adverfaries, when they have power on
their fide.

It is a fhame to the human underftand-
ing, that at the beginning of fo learned an
age as the XVIIL all manner of fuperftitions
were yet fubfiting. Men of fenfe, as well as
the vulgar, believed fill in apparitions. There
was a kind of popular tradition, that a ghoft

drefled



(284)

drefled in white appeared conftantly at Berlin,
whenever a prince of the family was near his
end. The late king ordered a fellow to be
taken up and punithed, who had pretended to
have feen an apparition ; the ghofts offended
at fo bad a reception, appeared no more, and
the public was difabufed.

In1708, 2 woman who had the misfor-
tune of being old, was ‘burnt as a witch.
‘Thefe barbarous  confequences of ignorance
made a ‘great impreffion upon Thomafius,
the Jearned profeflor of Halle ; he expofed the
weaknefs and ridicole of the proofs of witch-
craft, he ‘maintained public thefes on the na-
tural caufes of things, ‘and declaimed fo loudly
apainft trials of this kind, that the judges were
afhamed ‘to continue them any longer; and
~ fince his time the fex has been fuffered to
grow old and die in’ peace.

OF all the learned men that have adorned
Germany, Leibnitz, and Thomafius did the
greateft fervice to the human underftanding,
by pointing out the right road which reafon
ought to purfue to come at the truth, They
oppofed prejudices of every kind, and in all
their ‘writings appealed to analogy and expe-
rience, the two crutches by the help of which

we
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we drawl on in the road of argumentation ;
and they had a great number of difciples.
Tue Calvinifts became more pacific under
the reign of Frederick-William, and religious
quarrels ceafed. The Lutherans improved
this tranquillity to their advantage. Francke,
a minifter of their fe&, eftablithed by his own
induftry a college at Halle. This was a nur-
fery for young divines, from whence 2 {warm
of priefts iffued forth, who formed a fe&t of
rigid Lutherans, and who wanted nothing but
an Abbé Paris’s grave, and an Abbé Beche-
rand, to play gambols upon. Thefe are pro-
teftant Janfenifts, who are diftinguithed from
the reft by their myftical feverities,  After
them appeared all forts of Quakers, Zinzen-
dorfians, Hychilians, and other fe&s, one
more ridiculous and extravagant than the
other, who by carrying * the principles of the
primitive church too far, fell into fome cri-
minal abufes.
AL thefe fe&s live here in peace, and con-
tribute alike to the profperity of the flate;
for there is never a religion that differs greatly

* The community of goods, and equality of conditi-
ens. It is even faid that this community of goods is ex-
tended to women in their affemblics,

from
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from the reft, in refpe@t to morality. Hence
they may be all alike to the government,
which of courfe leaves every man at liberty
to go to heaven which way he pleafes. All
that is required of them, is to be peaceful and
good fubjets.

FArse zeal iIs a tyrant that depopulates
provinces ; toleration is a tender mother that .
makes them flourifh.

F'INTIS
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